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Chapter One 


Emma Woodhouse, beautiful, clever, and rich, 
with a comfortable home and happy disposition, 
seemed to unite some of the best blessings of life; 
and have lived nearly twenty-one years in the world 
with very little to distress her. 

She was the youngest of the two dagg 
most affectionate father, and had in consign 
her sister’s marriage, been mistress ot die 
an early age. Her mother had died when she was 
a child, and her place had been supplied bl 
excellent woman as governess, who had fallen 
short of a mother in affection. 



Sixteen years had Miss Taylor been in Mr. 
Woodhouse’s family, less as a governess than a 

friend, very fond of both daughters, but particularly 

of Emma. Between them it was more the intimacy of 

sisters. Even before Miss Taylor had ceased to hold 

the nominal office of governess, the mildness oi her 
temper had hardly allowed her to impose any 
restraint, and the shadow of authority being now long 
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passed away, and Emma doing just what she liked, 
highly respecting Miss Taylor’s judgment, but 
directed chief!v by her own. 

jr ih 

Emma’s freedom and her disposition to think a 
little too well of herself, were disadvantages which 
threatened the alloy to her many enjoyments. The 
danger, however, was at present so unperceived, that 
they did not by any means rank as misfortunes with 


her. 

Sorrow came - a gentle sorrow - when Miss 
Taylor married ll was Miss Taylor’s loss which 
brought grief although the event had every promise 
of happiness for her friend, Mr, Weston was a man 
of good character, easy fortune, and there is some 
satisfaction in considering that 

i_p 

encouraged the match. Still she felt unhappy. The 
wedding over and the people gone, her lather and 
herself were left to dine together, with no prospect of 
a third person to cheer a long evening. Her father 
composed himself to steep, and she sat meditating 
sadly about her loss. 



had greatly 


It was necessary for Emma to be cheerful in front 
of her father. His spirits required support. He was 

chan fie of any 



easily depressed, haling 
Matrimony, as the origin of change, was disagreeable 
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to him, and he was by no means reconciled to his 
own daughter's marriage. He was certain that Miss 
Taylor would have been a great deal happier if she 
had spent the rest of her life at his house. 


“Poor Miss Taylor! I wish she were here again, 
what a pity it is that Mr. Weston ever thought of 
her!” 

“1 cannot agree with you Papa. Mr. Weston is an 
excellent man, and deserves a good wife. You would 
not have had Miss Taylor live atHartfidd forever 
and bear all my odd humours, when she might have a 
house of her own.” 

Emma tried her best to cheer her father, and 
hoped by the help of backgammon, to get him 
through the evening. The backgammon table was 
placed, but a visitor immediately afterwards walked 

in and made it unnecessary. 


The visitor was Mr, Knigbtley, a sensible man 
about thirty-eight years old, and the elder brother ol 
Isabella’s husband. Mr, Knightley had a -cheerful 
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manner which always made Mr, Woodhouse happy, 
and his many inquiries a Her "poor Isabella" and her 
children were answered most satisfactorily. 


4 i am here to congratulate you for Mr. Taylor's 
marriage, f hope all went well Who cried at the 

ceremony?’ 5 

■ 


“Poor Miss Taylor! It is a sad business*' said the 


lather. 


“Poor Mr. Woodhouse, if you please, b 



g ard* /» 


possibly say poor Miss Taylor. I have gr 
for you and Emma, but when it comes to the q 
of dependence or independence - it must be better to 
have only one to please, than two/ 1 

“Especially when one of those two is such a 
troublesome creature!” said Emma playfully. 



“T believe it is very true, tny dear, indeed/' said 
Mr. Woodhouse* w ith a sigh, 'i am afraid I am 
sometimes very troublesome.” 

“My dearest papa! You do not think 1 could mean 

you, or suppose Miv Knightly to mean vow. What a 

horrible idea! Oh, no! I meant only myself, Mr. 
Knightly loves to find fault with me, you know - in a 
joke - it is all a joke* We always say whaUve like to 
one another/ 1 
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In fact, Mr. Knightly was one of the few people 
who could see faults in Emma Wood house, and the 
only one who ever told her of them. Though this was 
noi particularly agreeable to Emma herself, she knew 
it would be less so to her father, that she would not 
have him really suspect such a circumstance as her 
not being thought perfect by everybody- 


Trying to change the subject Emma said, "You 
have forgotten one important matter of joy to me 
that I made the match myself. When so many people 
said Mr. Weston would never marry again, I was 
certain they were wrong, it took four years for my 
ptan to succeed to prove 1 was right/' 


1 do not understand whai you mean by ‘success’, 
said Mr. Knightly. Success supposes endeavor. Your 
time has been properly spent if you have been 
endeavoring for the last four years to bring about this 
marriage. A worthy employment for a young lady’s 
mind! Rut if, which 1 imagine* your making the 
match, means your planning it where is your merit? 
You made a lucky 7 guess, and that is all that can be 
said/ 1 


"I pity you if you have not known the pleasure ol 
a lucky guess. I thought you cleverer than this. 
Because a lucky uuess is never merely luck. There is 
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Chapter T wo 


Mi. Wes Lon was a native ol Highbury, well 

educated, bom of a respectable family. He decided to 

join the army rather than work in the family 

business, During the course of his work he was 

introduced to Miss Churchill who surpassed him in 

wealth and education. The two young people fell in 

love and decided to marry, despite the strong 

opposition from Miss Churchill’s brother and his 
wife. 

It was an unsuitable connection, and did not 
produce much happiness. Miss Church ill 1 s temper 
and her insisting to live without missing the luxuries 
of hei former home, forced them to live beyond their 
means amid constant fights. The marriage lasted 
three years with the death of Miss Churchill leaving 
behind Frank, their only child, who chose to live at 
his uncle’s house after his mother's death. 

Mr. Frank C hurchill was one of the boasts ot 
Highbury, and a lively curiosity to sec him prevail, 
though the compliment was so little returned that lie 
had never been there in his life. His coming to visit 
his father had often been talked of but never 
achieved. Now upon his father’s marriage, it was 
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very generally proposed as a most proper attention 

that the visit should take place. The hope 
strengthened when it was understood that he had 

written to his new mother on the occasion. Visits to 

Highbury included some mention of the handsome 
letter Mrs. Weston received. "I suppose you have 
heard of the handsome letter Mr. Frank Churchill had 

written to Mrs. Weston. I understand it was a very 

handsome letter, indeed. Mr. Woodhouse told me of 
it. He saw the letter, and he says he never saw gu'' 1 ’ ° 
handsome letter in his life. ' Mrs. Weston forr 

a _ o _ 

heiselt a fortunate woman. Her only reirrer'w;) 

separation from her friends who couid illbearbl 
with her. 

Site knew that she must be missed, and could not 
think without pain, of Emma s loss ot her company, 
But Emma was of no feeble character, she was more 
equal of her situation than most girls would have 
been, and had sense and energy that would bear her 
well through little difficulties. And then (here was 
such Comfort foe very easy distance of Randalls from 
Hart lie Id, so convenient even for solitary female 

walking, and in Mr. Weston’s promise of spending 
half the evenings in the week with Emma and her 
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v hap ter Three 


Mr. Woodhouse was fond of society in his own 
way. He liked very much his friends to come and see 

him for various causes. From his long residence at 

Hartfield, and his good nature, his fortune, his house. 

and his daughter he could command the visits of his 

own little circle, in a great measure as he liked. Iiis 

horror of late hours and large dinner parties made 

him unfit for any acquaintance, but such as would 
visit him on his own terms. 


His circle of friends included Mr, and Mrs. 
Weston, and Mr. Knight]ey, and Mr, Elton, a young 

man living alone without liking it, Mrs, and Miss 
Bates, and Mrs, Goddard, 


Mrs. 


Bates was a widow who lived with her 

Mr h 

wav, and was 



single daughter in a very ,unan nay, aim was 
considered with al] regard and respect, which a lady 
urtdci such circumstances deserves. Her daughter 
njoyed a most uncommon popularity for a woman 
.-irh^r young, handsome, rich, nor "possessing 
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intellectual superiority. .Her youth and middle life 
were devoted to the care of a filing mother, and the 
endeavor to make a small income go as far as 

possible. And yet she was a happy woman, who no 
one named without goodwill. It was her contented 

temper which worked such wonders, She loved 

everybody, was interested in everybody’s happiness. 

Bemg a great talker upon little matters greatly suited 

Mv Woodhousc s love of trivial communications 
and harmless gossip. 


Mrs. Goddard was the mistress of a school - not 
of a seminary, or establishment, or anything which 
protessed to combine new principles and new 
systems - but an old boarding school, where a 
quantity of accomplishments were sold at a 
reasonable price, and where girls gained little 
education without any danger of coining back 
prodigies. Mrs. Goddard's school was in high repute 

tor its vast garden, and the wholesome food it 
served its students. 

These were the ladies whom Emma found herself 
veiy frequently able to collect. She was delighted to 
see het fathei look comfortable, and very much 
pleased with herself for contriving things so well. 
Bui the quiet prosing of three such women made her 
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ted that every evening so spent, was indeed one of 

die long evenings she had fearfully anticipated. 

As she sat one morning looking forward to 

exactly such a close of the present day, a note was 

brought from Mrs. Goddard requesting, in most 
respectful terms, ro be allowed to bring Miss Smith 
with her. It was a most welcome request, for Miss 
Smith was a girt of seventeen whom Eirym*i knew 
very well by sight and had long felt an irj^rdS! Jk on 
account of her beauty, A very gracious iimpuoiT W 4 S 
returned, and the evening was no longer at's| 4 eci^ 
the fair mistress of the mansion. IF l 


4r 




M 


Jr 




Harriet Smith was the daughter of somebody. 

Somebody had placed her, several years back, at 

Mrs. Goddard’s school, and somebody had lately 

raised her from the condition of scholar to that of 

pal loi -boarder. This was all that was known of her 
history. She had no vis 



M 

x. 



e mends but what had been 
acquired at Highbury, and was now just returned 

liom a long visit in the country to some young ladies 
who had been at school there with her. She was a 
pretty girl, whose beauty happened to be of a sort 
which Emma particularly admired. She was short, 
plump, with a fine bloom, blue eves^ieht ham 
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regular features. Before the end of the evening, 

Emma was as mutch pleased with her manners as her 

person, and quite determined to continue the 
acquaintance. 
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gr: 
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She was not struck by anything remarkably clever 
Miss Smith's conversation, but she found her 
altogether very engaging. She seemed so pleasantly 

for being admitted to Hartfield. and so 
impressed by the appearance of everything 
m so superior a sty le to what she had been used to 
that she must have good 

encouragement. Those soft blue eyes 
natural graces should not be wasted on the inferior 

■S ■ ■ 

in Highbury. The acquaintance she had 
already formed was unworthy of her. The friends 
from whom she had parted, though very uood sort of 
people, must be doing her harm. They were a family 
of the name ot Martin, whom Emma knew as renting 

r - Knight Icy, and residing in Donwelt. 
She knew Knightley thought hiahlv of them, but they 

— n "Ifc-r St ^Fu 

are unfit to be the friends of a girl who lacked only 

KF 

little more knowledge and e 




atice to be quite 
perfect, She would improve her. and detach her from 
her acquaintance, and introduce her into 
society. She would form 



manners. It would be 


Jter opinions and her 
an interesting undertaking, 


highly becoming her own situation injjfe. leisure, 
and powers* 


29 


^ J CLiLamiSj 



1 t\ ii 


1 




V- i 

h* —r" 










If-. j \ i ■ ** 1 * Li ' . ! J ^ 



\ " 





i Ui iaJ J 


iic'Lua,' s'jS .Aj'Jdl ‘'TT a " J ** 


U 


i Jill.j 4^^ s?* 5 J 5 '" ' 








-JLEt 


d . AjS rlit V LaA J ■ '.T 

,t ,ta jj]l jUuJ .UjJi O"* 1 ' 


1 l 

J* 




* -A 1 ■*- J 



- A 


liA JS 'S' j* 



l 




1^1 


ll ' 
^ y j ^ 

■mf 


*i\ 


V J 



^ CPJ 


lia & yJ i jil M 



\ji , A Lu-ilA 


^ lJ 



^ij a^J jj* ' 


LB 


, i thiii ^ i 



& UAfti 



s? 


j* ^ >4J 'U'J" 1 .?- 1 





itV C 


d . u~' S 1 v ^ 


,'J 




r 

i_-£s I -»■ ■ J- — i 



. I IF ^ 

jajl ^ 



A3 


Ii 



| J i 


J 




J J - J Ifr-ASJJ 

■ _ *i —T _ 


■ I K 




' ^ j a 


: 1 * h ^ ^ 


dli, 


lJ 




i L J U-ai.- ^ 


* L ^ 


^11 Ua *ij 3 5 


^ 1 r 1 





IWW.REWITYjCOM 






























1 he happiness of Miss Smith was quite equal to 
her intentions. Miss Woodhouse was so great a 
personage in Highbury, that the prospect of the 
introduction had given as much panic as pleasure. 
But the humble girl went with highly gratified 
feelings, delighted with the affability with which 
Miss Woodhouse had treated her all the evening, and 
actually shaken hands with her at last. 
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Chapter Four 


Harriet Smith's intimacy at Hart fie Id was soon a 
settled thing. Quick and decided in her ways, Emma 
lost no time in inviting, encouraging, and telling her 
to come very often. As their acquaintance increased, 
so did their satisfaction in each other. As a walking 
companion, Emma had very early for*feen how 
useful she might find hen In that respect Mrs. 
Weston’s loss had been important. Her Ollier cojjld 
not walk long distances. She had ventured once,alone 
to Randalls, but it was not pleasant. Harrft^S•nithv^j 
could be summoned at any time for a walk, and that 
would be a valuable addition to her privileges. 


Harriet certainly was not clever, but she had a 
sweet docile disposition, was totally free from 
conceit, and on ly desiring to be guided by any one 
she looked up to. Altogether she was quite convinced 
of Harriet Smith being exactly the young friend she 
wanted. Such a friend Mrs. Weston could never be. It 
was a different kind of thing - a sentiment distinct 

•i-.—■ 
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mti independent Weston was the object of a regard, 

which had its basis in gratitude. Harriet would be 

loved as one to whom she could be of use. For Mrs. 

Weston there was nothing to be done for Harriet 
even thing* 


Her first attempt at usefulness was an endeavor to 
find out Harriet’s parents, but Harriet could not tell. 
She had been satisfied to believe just what Mrs. 
Goddard chose to tell her, and looked no farther. 

Yi rs. Goddard, and the teachers, and the girls and 
the affairs at the school in general, formed naturally 
a great part of the conversations* but her 
acquaintance with the Marlins must have been the 
whole* The Martins occupied her thoughts a great 
deal. She had spent two very happy months with 
them, Emma encouraged her talkativeness, amused 
by such a picture of other people so different from 
her. For some time she was amused, but as she came 
to imderstand the family better, other feelings arose. 
She had the wrong idea of a mother, and daughter, a 
son, and son’s wife; but when it appeared that Mr, 
Martin was a single man, she suspected danger to her 
friend from all this hospitality and kindnessr 
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With this 
increased. She 


i aspiring notion, 
fed Harriet 


her 


i + 


questions 

to talk more of Mr + 
Martin, and there was evidently no dislike to it 
Harriet was very ready to speak of their moonlight 
walks and evenings together. She dwelt a good deal 
upon his being so very good humored and obliging. 
He had gone three miles one day in order to bring 
her some walnuts, because she had said how fond 
she was of them. He could sing, She believed 
everybody spoke well of him. His mother and sister 
were very fond of him* Mrs. Martin had toK| her one 
day (and there was a blush as she said h) |hai it was 
impossible for anybody to be a better son. 
therefore she was sure whenever he mfirried hot 
would make a good husband. Not that she want* 
him to marry. She was in no hurry at all, 

"Weil done } Mrs. Martin! 1 ' thought Emma, “Yty 
know what vou are dome/' 

“And when she had come away, Mrs, Mamin was 
very kind as to send Mrs. Goddard a beautiful goose, 
Mrs. Martin had dressed it on a Sunday and asked all 
the teachers to supper with her. 1 ' 




“Mr, Martin, 1 


information. 


suppose, is 
He does 


not a 
not 


man 


of 



*1 


“Oh, yes! That is, no - I do not know - but I 
he has read a good deal - but not what you w 



on Id 


\ _iiL m ^ 



_*■ 



I 




1 '-'JJ Jjk -j'i?* J 1 -* At" 1 * 1 


, Ai ^ CiAS. . J*.Ji dfc 




isi 


1 * it, 


j* j«# JMj M* ji 




ft 




d U 


3 



■J- »■ 


^ J M 


l 


jjc. j jsud lM 



n 


■ 


o* 


j * 


Liaul 


j ... j . M * jjrdl 



\ i jAi j) f JJ Aj.il 1 -j 


jiS ^ Aj iljil j-* 


IjS j t,u - j*' 







# _« 


J 


iii 


s J ui V 'i* M» -c'jjfr' 

V liA J 1 ! AAmJ LluiJ 4 (J^ - 

S ./u jU k» cyinrJ 



II 





Jl Urn 




1 


.1 A 


^ j I n Vi f^. I a qj xaS tji jLa a A? . j CLulS j 

"■" * E 
, .UJc. i jjj Jjril Jjbjfr -^W 1 


■ y.s-J. Je. .UJ J jUil ^ 

r . h h 

"? AjJLLsjJI a£j J& . AilSil Jj J.I-4 AtjJl tjl sjn^ 1 

+Sjiss US 1 jS Ajl Uj&l .(Jbi V - ! f^ 






[WW.RMTY.CtiM 

















think anything of. He read agricultural reports, and 

sometimes lie reads aloud 'Elegant Extract' * very 
entertaining. But lie had never read any classics. He 

had never heard of them before 1 mentioned them 

lie is determined to get them now as soon as he can? 1 

The next question was:* 4 What sort of looking man 
is Mr, Martin?” 

"Oh! Not handsome at all. I thought him very 
plain at first, but i do not think him so plain now. 
One does not, you know after a time. But did yon 
never see him? He is in Highbury every week, he fa 
sure to ride through every week in ids way to 
Kingston. He has passed you very often?’ 


That may be, 1 might have seen him fifty times 
Without having any idea of his name. Yeomanry are 
precisely the order of people with whom I feel I have 
nothing to do. A degree or two lower might interest 
me, I might hope to be useftil to their families some 
way or other?’ 

'To be sure. It is not likely you should ever have 
observed him - but he knows you very well - 1 mean 
by sight? 1 

T have no doubt of his being a very res 
young man. What do you imagine his age to be?* 



'Tie was four-aud-twehtv the !8 lh of test June. 
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“Only four-and-twenty! That’s too young to 
settle. His mother is perfectly right not to be in a 
hurry. Thev seem very comfortable, and if she were 

pr .■ mr 

to take any pains to marry him, she probably repents 
it. Six years hence, if he could meet with a good 
vounu woman in the same rank as his own, with a 

r' >i_■ 

little money, it might be verv desirable/’ 

, r - 


"Six years hence! Dear Miss Woodhouse, he 
would be thirty years old. 11 A 


"Well, and that is as early as most men can afford 

to marry, who arc not bom to an independence. Mr. 

Martin, 1 imagine, has his fortune to make. Whatever 
money he might come into when his father died, 
whatever his share of the family property, it is 1 dare 
say. all employed in stock. And though he might be 
rich in time, it is next to impossible that he should 
have realized anything yet/' 


“To be sure, so it is. But thev live so 

a 1 

comfortably/’ 

tl l wish you may not get into scrape. Harriet, 
whenever he does marry 1 mean, as to being 
acquainted with his wife. For though his sisters, from 
a superior education, are not to be altogether 
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objected to, it does not follow that he mitdit marry 

r ! 

anybody at all fit for you to notice. The misfortune of 
your birth ought to make you particularly careful as 
to your associates, fhere can be no doubt of your 
being a gentleman’ s daughter, and you must support 

your claim to that station by everything within your 

own power, or there will be plenty of people who 



re m 



you. 


"Yes* to be sure -I suppose there are. Bui while i 
visit at Hartfield, and you are so kind ig pie. Miss 

>e, I am not afraid of what an 




do,” 


/ 


A 



v can 




n tv 


"You understand the force of influence 
well. Harriet, but 1 would have you s 
established in good society, as to be it 
even oi Hartfield and Miss Woodhouse. [ want to 
you permanently well connected, and to that end i 
will be advisable to have as few odd acquaintances 
as may be. Therefore, ! say that if you should still be 
in this country when Mr, Martin marries, I wish you 

■"* ■ jj 

may be drawn in, by your intimacy with the sisters, 
to be acquainted with the wife, who will probably be 
some mere farmer's daughter, without education.” 

“'To be sure. Yes. Mot that l 



d 




r. Martin 


would ever marry anybody but what had some 
education, and been very well brought up. However. 
I do not mean to set up iny opinion aghinst yours J 
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am sure I shall not wish for the acquaintance of hii 
wife, I shall always have a great regard for the Miss 
Martins, especially Elizabeth, and should be very 
sorry to give them up, for they are quiet as well 
educated as me, But if he marries a very ignorant 

*■ W 

vulgar woman, certainly 1 had better not visit her, if I 
can help it/* 

Emma watched her through the fluctuations of 
this speech, and no alarming symptoms of love. The 
young man had been an admirer, and she trusted 
there was no other hold between the two. 

They met Mr. Martin the very next day, as they 
were walking on Donwell road. After looking very 
respectful at her. looked with most unfeigned 
satisfaction at her companion. Emma was not sorry 
to have such an opportunity of survey. Elis 
appearance was very neat, and he looked like a 
sensible young man* but he cannot be compared with 

die -gentlemen she knew. 


They remained but a few minutes together, as 
Miss Woodhouse must not be kept waiting, Harriet 
came running to her with a smiling face, and a flutter 
of spirits. ~ 

u Gnly think of our happening to meet him! Well, 
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Miss Woodhouse, is he like what you expected? 
What do you think of him?’' 

“He is very plain undoubtedly, but nothing 
compared with his entire want of gentility, I did not 
expect much, but I had no idea he could be so totally 
without air? 1 


“To be sure. said Harriet in a mortified voice, 
“he is not so uentle as real gentlemen." 


“I think, Harriet since your acquaintance with us. 
you have been repeatedly in the company of some 
very real gentlemen: that you must yourself be struck 
with the difference in Mr, Martin. I should be 
surprised if, after seeing them, you could be in 
company with Mr, Martin again without perceiving 
him to be a very inferior creature - and rather 
w ondering at yourself for having ever thought him at 
all aureeable before. Do not vou bee in to feel that 

*■ I*- 1 


“Certainly, he is not like Mr. Knightley. He has 
not such a fine air and way of walking as Mr. 
Knightley; I see the difference plain enough. But Mr. 
Kjiightley is so very fine a man." 


Mr, Knight I eys air is so remarkably good, that it 
is not fair to compare Mr. Martin with hirru But he is 
not the only gentleman you have been lately used to. 
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say you to Mr. Western and Mr. I Iton? 

Compare Mr, Martin with either of them. Compare 
their manner of carrying themselves, of walking, of 

being silent. You must see the 




speaking, 
ence/ 

k Oh, yes! 7 l ere is a great difference. But Mr 
Weston is almost an old man, Mr. Weston must be 
between forty and fifty/* 

“Which make his good manners the more 
valuable. The older a person grows, Harriet, Ijie more 
important it is that their manners should not oSbad - 
the more glaring and disgusting any II 

coarseness or awkwardness becomes^ 

passable in youth, is detestable in later age^Mr . r (J 
nin is now awkward and abrupt, what will 

4V U/antAn’r Jt 



at Mr* Weston 's time of life? 


X 


“There is 



no saying indeed!” replied Harriet, 



Emma said no more for some time. Her next 
question was: 


in one respect, perhaps. Mr, Elton's manners are 


superior to Mr, Knight ley's or Mr. Weston's, They 
have more gentleness. They might be more safely 
held as a pattern. There s bluntness in Mr. VVestcm, 
which everybody likes in him because"rherc is so 
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much good humor with it hut that would not do to he 

copied. Neither would Mr. Knightley's downright, 
commanding sort of manner- though it suits him very 
well, his figure and look and situation in life seem to 
allow it, but if any young man were to set about 
copying him. he would not be sufferable. Mr. Elton 
is good humored, cheerful, obliging, and gentle. He 

seems to me to be grown particularly gentle of late. 

Did not i tell you what he said of you the other day?” 


She then repeated some warm personal praise 

which she had drawn from Mr. Elton. Harriet 

blushed and smiled and said she had always thought 
Mr. Elton very agreeable. 


Mr. Elton was the very person fixed on Emma for 
driving the young farmer out of Harriet's head. She 
thought il would be an excellent match, and only too 
palpably desirable, natural, and probable for her to 
have much met it in planning it. The longer she 
considered it, the greater was her sense of its 
expediency. Mr. Elton's situation was most suitable, 
quite the gentleman himself, at the same time not of 
any family that could fairly object to the doubtful 
bifth of Harriet, He had a comfortable home, and a 
very sufficient income. She thought of him as a good 
humored, lespectahle man, without any deficiency of 
useful understanding or knowledge of thrworld. 
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She was certain that Mr Elton thought Harriet a 
beautiful girl, which she trusted 



the frequent 

She was also certain that Harriet 
idea of being preferred by him very 



a 


visits at 

found the 

welcoming. He was really a very pleasing yours 
man whom any woman not fastidious might like. His 

^ t-r 

person much admired in general, though not by her, 
there being a want of elegance of feature which she 
could not dispense with but the girl who could be 
gratified by a Robert Martin’s riding about the 
country to get walnuts for her, might very well be 
conquered by Mr. Elton's admiration. 
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Chapter Five 


T do not know what your opinion may be, Mrs. 

Weston, said Mr. Knightley, "'of this great intimacy 
between Emma and Harriet Smith, but I think they 
will neither ot them do the other any good.” 

\ou surprise me! 1 have been seeing their 
intimacy with the greatest pleasure. How vqy 
differently we feel! Not think they will do elcu otifeL 
any good! 1 his certainly will be the beginnifigftyf pne 
of our quarrels about Emma, Mr Knightey! lean 
imagine your objection to Harriet Smith. She is ngLj ^ 
the superior young woman which Emma’s friend *£4 
ought \o be, Bui on the other hand, as Emma wants ^5 
to see her better informed, it will be an inducement * 
to her to read more herself They will read together, 
she means it I know.” 


Emma has been meaning to read more ever since 
she was twelve years old. I have seen great many 
lists at various times of books that she meant to read, 
But I have done with expecting any course of steady 
reading from Emma. She will never submit to 
anything requiring industry and patience. Where 


55 




■ ^ til-j 


J U. 


Yj 



j| /jl^J id 


3 ^ b v JU 




wi 


■ 

a d 





■ 



. a3o'±$i IJiaL. dU 




iljk-ll J Jkuj JUjtSai .J jiM jj*U 




t 



4? 

; i 




JulLoJ -J I. W. -hM LJ La'u Lft ^ Lijjj 

lLujjU Jc. iiLjai JJC-L 




^/ <3£ ^ rtaa 

Q! -Yit j ^Jl bUldj *^1 4jajAk-a oW 


Li 


n 

diL dia yj SjjAiJi \ " i>. "I 


■ j 





.***“> jUJUb^j 1*1 t yii-J' 

\villj j- a£I J li .£ lj*j jlfcu 


£? 






a M J i S-ubj U ■ 

Ji 

\\ ■ f. l>uufL: -: ih>Ljiia Cj-iSbL-M -15 j - 












lljvS 







sn 


i d 




jj^dj 1 --h-> * . t ^bV | jUftfrS 1 1 



Vim.KEWlTY.COM 





























Miss Taylor failed to stimulate, I may safely affirm 
that Harriet Smith will do nothing* You never could 
persuade her to read half so much as you wished." 


“I dare say,” replied Mrs. Weston, smiling, “that 1 
thought so then, but since we have parted, I can 
never remember Emma's omitting to anything ] 
wished*” 

‘‘Emma is spoiled by being the cleverest of her 
family. At ten years old, she had the misfortune of 
being able to answer questions which puzzled her 
sister at seventeen. She was always quick and 
assured: Isabella slow and diffident. And ever since 
she was twelve, Emma has been the mistress of the 
house and of you all. In her mother she lost the only 
person able to cope with her.” 


“I should have been sorry, Mr. Knightley, to be 
dependent on your recommendation, had I quitted 
Mr. Woodhouse's family and wanted another 
situation* l do not think you would have spoken a 
good word for me to anybody. 1 am sure you always 
thought me unfit for the office I held.” ~ 
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“Yfcs, 1 said he smiling, “you are better placed 
here, very fit for a wife but not ai all for a 
governess.” 


“1 either depend more upon Emma s good sense 
than you do, or am more anxious for her present 
comfort, for \ cannot lament the acquaintance. How 
well she looked last night.” 


“Yon would rather talk of her person than her 
mind, would you? Very well, 1 shall not attempt to 
deny Emma's being pretty.” 

'"Pretty! Say beautiful rather. Can you imagine 
anything nearer perfect beamy than Emma altogether 
— face and figure?” 

“I do not know what I could imagine, but 1 
confess that 1 have seldom seen a face or figure more 
pleasing to me than hers. But Mrs. Weston, I am not 
to be talked out of my dislike to her intimacy with 
Harriet Smith, or my dread of its doing them both 
harm.” 

“And I, Mr. Knightley, am equally stout in my 
confidence of its not doing them any harm. With all 
Emma s iittle faults, she is an excellent creature. 
Where shall we see a better daughter, or a kinder 
sister, or a true friend? She has qualities which may 
be trusted, she will make no lasting blunder, where 
Emma errs once, she is in the right a hundred times.” 
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“There is an anxiety, a curiosity in what one feels 

mp * ^ 

for Emma, I wonder what will become ot her/’ 


“So do U" said Mrs, Weston, 11 very much,” 


lt She always declares she will never marry, which 
of course means nothing at all. But 1 haveuto idea 
that she has yet ever seen a man she cared & But 
there is nobody here to attach her, and shg goe> so 
seldom from home/' 2* 


M 




“There does indeed seem as little to tempt hefTtf 
break her resolution, at present,” said Mrs, Weston; 
“and as she is so happy at Hartfield, I cannot wish 

her to be forming any attachment which would be 

creating such difficulties, on poor Mt\ Woodhouse s 

account. I do not recommend matrimony at present 

to Emma/ 1 


■ 

Part of her meaning was to conceal some favorite 
thoughts of her own and Mr. Weston's on the 

subject, as much as possible. There were wishes at 

Randall respecting Emma’s destiny, but it was not 
desirable to have them suspected* The quiet 
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transition which Mr. Knightley soon afterwards 

made to, “What does Weston think of the weather, 

shall we have rain?"; convinced her that he had 
nothing more to say or surmise about Hartfield. 
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Chapter Six 


Emma could not feel a doubt of having given 
Harriet's fancy a proper direction to a very good 

purpose. For she found her decidedly more sensible 
than before of Mr. Elton's being a remarkably 
handsome man, with most agreeable manners. She 
was quite convinced o' Mr* Elton's being in the 
fairest way of falling in love, if not in love already. 
She had no scruple with regard to him. He talked of 
Harriet, and praised her so warmly, that she could 
not suppose anything wanting which a little time 
would not add. His perception of the striking 
improvement of Harriet’s manner, since her 
introduction at Hart field, was not one oT the least 
agreeabl e proofs of his growing attachment* 

"You have given Miss Smith all that she 
required/' said Mr, Elton, “You have made her 
graceful and easy* She was a beautiful creature when 
she came to you, but in my opinion, the attractions 
you have added are infinitely superior to what she 
received from nature*" 

“I am glad you think I have been useful to her, 
but Harriet only wanted drawing out. and receiving a 
few, very few hints* She had all the natural grace of 
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sweetness of temper and an iessness in herself. 1 have 
done very little.” 

wf 


"If it were admissible to contradict a lady/ 1 said 
the gallant Mr, Elton, 

“I have perhaps given her a little more decision of 
character, have taught her to think on points which 
had not fallen in her way before.” 

“Exactly so, that what principally strikrajrte. So 

much super added decision of character! Skillrfii has 
been the hand!” 

T, * *j 

''Great lias been the pleasure, I am sure* rnJyer 
met with a disposition more truly amiable like Miss 
Smith’s.” fi 



"I have no doubt of it,” said Mr Elton with a sort 
of sighing animation, which had a vast deal of the 
lover. She was not less pleased another day with the 
manner in which he seconded a wish of hers, to have 
Harriet's picture. 

“Did you ever have your likeness taken, Harriet? 
Did you ever sit for your picture?” Emma asked her. 

Harriet was on the point of leaving the room, and 
only stopped to say, with a very interesting naivete: 
“Dear, no - never,” 
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No sooner was she out, than Emma 
exelai rued : Lt What m exquisite possession a good 
picture oflier would be! I would give any money for 
it. 1 almost long to attempt her likeness myself Yon 
do not know it, 1 dare say, but two or three years ago 
1 had a great passion for taking likenesses, and 
attempted several of my friends, and was thought to 
have a tolerable eye in general. But for one cause or 
another. I gave it up. But really 1 could almost 
venture, if Harriet would sit to me* It would be such 
a delight to have her picture!' 5 

"Let me entreat you," cried Mr* Elton, "it would 
indeed be a delight! Let me entreat you Miss 
Woodhouse, to exercise so charming a talent in favor 
of your friend. I know- what your drawings are. How 
could you suppose me ignorant? Is not this room rich 
in specimens of your landscapes and flowers, and ha* 
not Mr. Weston some inimitable figure-pieces in her 

drawing room at RandalIs?” 


Yes, good man! - thought Emma — but what has 
all that to do with taking likenesses? You know 
nothing of drawing. Don’t pretend to be in raptures 

about mine. Keep your raptures for Harriet's lace- 

“Well, if you give me such kind encouragement* Wf* 

Elton, l believe I shall try what I can do. Harriet 5 
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features are very delicate, which makes a likeness 
difficult, and yet rhere is a peculiarity in the shape of 
the eye and the lines about the mouth which one 
ought to catch/ 7 

‘ Exactly so - the shape of the eye and the lines 
about the mouth - 1 have not a doubt about voiu 
success. Pray, pray attempt it As you will do it, it 
will indeed, to use your own words, be an exquisite 
possession/ 7 

“Bui I am afraid Mr. Elton, Harriet will not like to 
sit. She thinks so little of her own beauty. Did you 
not observe her manner of answering me? How 
completely it meant* k why should my picture be 
drawn?" 7 

“Oh! Yes, 1 observed it, 1 assure you. But still l 
cannot imagine she would not be persuaded/' 

Harriet was soon back again* and the proposal 
almost immediately made, and she had no scruples, 
which could stand many minutes against the earnest 
pressing of both the others, Emma wished to go to 
work directly, and therefore produced the portfolio 
containing her various attempts at portraits, for not 
one of them had been finished, that they might 
decide together on the best size for Harriet 

“No great variety of faces for you/’ said Emma, 

■ 

“I only had my own family to study from. There -is 
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my father - another of my father - but the idea of 
sitting for his picture made him so nervous, that I 
could only take him by stealth, neither of them very 

liked therefore, Mrs, Weston again and again* Dear 

Mrs, Weston! She would sit whenever I asked her, 
There is my sister, and really quite her own little 
elegant figure 1 Then here come all my attempts at 
three of those four children - there they are, Henry 
and John and Bella, She was so eager to h^ive them 
drawn that I could not refuse. But there is remaking 
children of three or four years old stolid stftj, you 
know. Here is my sketch of the fonrthfQho 
baby, 1 took him, as he was sleeping on fa. 
am rather proud of little George. Then here 
last” 



Unclosing a pretty sketch of a gentleman in small 
size: “my last and my best. My brother Mr, John 
Knight! ey. This did not want much of being finished, 

I put it away in a pit and vowed l would never 

I could not help being 
my pains, and when I had 
really made a very good likeness of it -(Mrs. Weston 
and 1 were quite agreed in thinking it very like) - 
only too handsome - after all this, came dear 


when 

take 


prov 


another likeness. 
, for after all 
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Isabella's cold approbation saying 'Yes, it was a 
little like - but to be sure it did not do him justice. 1 [ 
had a great deal of trouble in persuading him to sit 

still It was a great favor of hiift. Altogether it was 

more than i could bear. And as 1 said, I did then 
foreswear ever drawing anybody again. But for mv 

mf 

friend Harriet’s sake, I will break my resolution 
now.” 

She had soon fixed on the size and the sort of 
portrait. It was to be in watercolor, like Mr. John 
Knightley's, ana W'as destined, to hold a very 
honorable station over the mantlepiece. 

The sitting began, and Harriet, smiling and 
blushing, and afraid of not keeping her attitude and 
countenance in front of the steady eyes of the artist. 
But there was no doing anything with Mr. Elton 
fidgeting behind her and watching every touch. She 
was obliged to put an end to it, and request him to 
place himself elsewhere. It then occurred to her to 
employ him in readings 

The sitting was altogether very satisfactory. She 
was quite enough pleased with the first day 's sketch 
to go on. She had been fortunate in the attitude. AndM 
as she meant to throw in a little improvement to the 
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figure, to give a little more height, and considerably 
more elegance, she had great confidence of its being 
in every way a pretty drawing at last, and of its 
filling its destined place over the mantle - a standing 
memorial of the beauty of one. and the skill of the 

j 

other, and the friendship of both. 


Barrie! was to sit again the next day, and Mr. 
Elton, entreated for the permission of atiep 
reading to them again. 


e 


“By all means. W 
consider you as one of us/' 


shall be most ha 



The same civilities and courtesies, Ehe same 
success and satisfaction, took place on the morrow, 
mid accompanied the whole progress of the picture, 
which was rapid and happy. Everybody who saw it 
was pleased, but Mr. Elton was in raptures, and 
defended it through every criticism. 


“Miss Woodliouse has given her friend the only 
beauty she wanted/' observed Mr. Weston to him. 
'"the expression of the eye is most correct, but Miss. 
Smith has not those eyebrows and eyelashes* 


77 


j&\ jjjJ JjSH Cilii L$i Lilt 




Wj n fl ^ » J* 


1.14 Li LaS JJ* 1+1 


jiJl j t’ Ugla *^_jl 






t 



1 j 


»' n ** ■" Jr > 

4 jqu 4 aj 





, 1 


'S^\ 


^LUI r jJ ^ Cm> > jtS 

X-ijl* l L*i 


. L**i tjiH j 

J*' 


n t 

i 



oj' diaai jSj 




j j. —ti ll jLajjl A-o t 

o* 4 ^ 



Jfij JS fLJ Ifja 


t-sVl , " Lfl L -r^ll 


ai 


j"j koj l J >■ ^ ! ■ ■• ^ 


a\ Ji LaLaj jfi . JUa. > 4 


l j . a Vi 


J 


K 1 




1 J r --^ 1 ri " 




76 


l WWW.R£MTY.CQM 



























'Do you think so?*’ replied Mr, Elton, "1 cannot 
agree with you. It appears to me a most perfect 
resemblance in every feature. [ never saw such a 

likeness in my life. We must allow for the effect of 
shade, you know/’ 


on have made her too talk Emma/’ said Mr* 
Knight ley. 


Emma knew that she had, but would not own it, 

and Mr, Elton warmly added. 


"Oh, no! Certainly not too talk Consider she is 
sitting down — which m short gives exactly the idea - 

and the proportions must be preserved, you know/’ 
Mr. Elton added warmly. 

The next thing wanted was to get the picture 
framed, and here were a few difficulties. It must he 
done directly, it must be done in London, and the 
order must go through the hands of some intelligent 
person whose taste could be depended on, Isabella, 
the usual doer of all commissions, must not be 
applied to r because it was December, and Mr. 
Wood house could not bear the idea of her stirring out 
of tier house in the fogs of December, Bui no sooner 
did Mr, Elton know the distress, than it was 
removed. “Might he he trusted with the commission. 


79 




4 J jji .U J jJ iMji J "i jiikil 1 


^ I L * AjjLI V 



Jj ^3 q LfiLti A-g-LUji * j; j ■ 



l L H 

•> 13 


* ll 


■ ^ „ 1 


L ^ ^ L» V> JSi 


' * u Ua1u 1 ^ 


j!3 


■ ■ 1 







Mil 


J 1 





J j tj 


<1 jL U J *1*3 lij CJS 


.Jlbl 


\x4 W V tfcttJUJ ‘-fij jabi Jjill -ulJ j 


J. 



L litj l+jl 'ilJi 


■ 


'lo£ 




m 


J ■ J - ■ 1 4 




-j ■ ir nil ft ^ J Ajtflt j 

■ 

|J £ L)^ ^ ^ JM lS 

1 JjJ j .C Is&Aj <1 J Jfl ii * i lJAJ 





\ ^ al l L-^lh j aljiB JJ*' iJj^L L tltall *H jjI I O 


t ^L-EUJ _J JML ^ JjJi Ap. cjjIS 

l^aw & jSi CjjLSj 3 1 ^ 


J —jS liiUaJ jjc. *( sJ^ 1 UJ^ Jfr"* 




^ i' ■ ■ ■ * -~ _■ ^ j j. '!■ 


33 


J 


78 

[mwmtflTijCm 

















what infinite pleasure should he have in executing it! 
He could ride to London at any time. It was 
impossible to say how much he should be gratified 
by being employed on such an errand ” 


It was settled that Mr. Elton was io take the 
drawing to London, to choose the frame, and the 
directions. And Emma thought she could pack it as 
to ensure its safety without much incommoding him. 


SI 












Chapter Seven 


The very day of Mr Elton going to London 
produced a fresh occasion for Emma s services 
towards her friend. Harriet had been at Hartfield, as 
usual, soon after breakfast. And after a time, had 
gone home to return again to dinner. She returned 
sooner than had been talked of, and with an agitated, 
hurried look, announcing something extraordmak^o 
have happened which she was longing to tell I Jiff a 
minute brought it all out She had heard, as soon as. *** 
she got back to Mrs. Goddard's, dial Mr. Martin tad 

been there an hour before, and finding that she wa§ 

not home, had left a little parcel for her from one 6T *0 
his sisters, and gone away. And on opening this ^ 
parcel* she had actually found, besides the two songs 
which she had lent Elizabeth to copy, a letter to 
herself, and this letter was from him — from Mr. 
Martin, and contained a direct proposal of marriage. 

She was so surprised she did not know what to do. 

Yes, quite a proposal of mamage, and a very good 
letter, at least she thought so. And he wrote as if he 
really loved her very much - but she did not know - 
and so she was as fast as she could to ask Miss 
Woodhouse what she should do. Emma~was half 
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ashamed of her friend for seeming so pleased and so 

doubtful 


"Would you read the letter?” 
do. 1 would rather you would.” 


cried Harriet, “Pray 


Emma was not sorry to be pressed. She read, and 
was surprised. The style of the letter was much 
above her expectation, [t was short, but expressed 
good sense, warm attachment, liberality, propriety, 
even delicacy of feeling. She paused over it. 


While Harriet stood anxiously watching and was 

at last forced to say, "Is it a good letter? Or is it too 
short?” 

v Tt is a very good letter indeed," replied Emma, 
"so good a letter Harriet, that everyth in e considered. 

I think one of his sisters must have helped him, I can 
hardly imagine the young man whom l was talking 
w ith you the other day could express himself so well 
And yet it is not the style ol a woman, it is too strong 
and concise, not diffuse enough for a woman. No 
doubt he is a sensible man, and I suppose he has a 
natural talent for writing. 
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“Well/' asked Harriet still waitin 


answer, 





shall I do? 





‘What shall you do! In what respect? Do vou 


mean with regard to this letter? 
“Yes,” 




But what are you in doubt of? You must answer 
it of course - and speedily/’ 

“Yes, But what shall l say? Dear Miss 
Wopdhouse, do advise me.” 

"Oh ? no! The letter had much better be all you 
own. You will express yourself very properly \ am 
sure. There is no danger of your not being 
intelligible, which is the first thing. Your meaning 
must be unequivocal, no doubts or demurs. You need 
not to be prompted to write with the appearance of 

sorrow tor his disappointment/’ 

"You think 1 ought to refuse him then?" said 
Harriet, looking down. 


Ought you to refuse him! My dear Harriet, what 
do you mean? Are you in doubt as to that? 1 thought 
- but 1 beg your pardon, perhaps I have been under a 
mistake. I certainly have been misunderstanding you. 
if you feel in doubt as to the purport of your answer" 
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I had imagined you were consulting me only as to 
the wording of it*” 


Harriet was silent. With a little reserve of manner, 
Emma continued: 1,4 You mean lu return a favorable 


answer, [ collect.” 

k "No. 1 do not. What shall 1 do? What would you 

J 

advise me to do? Pray, dear Miss Woodhouse, tel! 
me what I ought to do?” 


“I shall not give you any advice, 
have nothing to do with it I 



is a point w 
must settle with your own feelings.” 



“1 had no notion that he liked me so very much, | 
said Harriet, contemplating the letter. For a little 
white Emma preserved in her silence* but beginning 
to apprehend the bewitching flattery of that letter 
■night be too powerful* she thought it best to say: 


“I lay it down as a general rule, Harriet, that if a 
woman doubts as to whether she should accept a man 
or not, she certainly ought to refuse him. I thought it 
my duty as a friend, and older than yourself, to say 
this much to you. But do not imagine I want to 
influence you.” _ 
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“Oh, no 1 1 am sure you are a great deal too kind - 
but if you would just advise me what I had best do - 


no, I do not mean that as you say, one's mind 
ought to be quite made up - one should not be 
hesitating - it is a very serious thing: Do you think I 
had better say "No?' ” 

"Not for the world,” said Emma smiling, "w ould I 
advise you either way. You must be the best judge of 
your own happiness, if you prefer Mr Martin to 


every other person, if you think him thfc most 
agreeable man you have ever been in company with, 
why should you hesitate? You blush, Harriet. Does 
anybody occur to you at this moment under such a 

definition? Harriet, do not deceive yourself. At this 

moment whom are you thinking of?" 


"Miss Woodhouse, as you will not give me your 
opinion, I must do as well as 1 can by myself and I 
have now quite determined to refuse Mr. Martin. Do 
you think I am right?” 


"Perfectly right, my dear Harriet, you are doing 
>ust what you ought While you were wavering. I 
said nothing about it, because I would not influence, 
but it would have been the loss of a friend to me. 1 
could not have visited Mrs. Robert Martin, of 
Abbey-Mill Farm." 
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“You could not have visited me!” she cried, 
looking aghast, u 1 never thought of that before. Dear 
Miss Woodhouse, I would not give up your 
friendship for anything in the world/' 

“Indeed, Harriet, it would have been a severe 
pang to lose you. You would have thrown yourself 
out of all good society/' 

“The thing is, to be always happy with pleasant 
companions- T am quite determined to refuse him. 
But how shall I do? What shall 1 say?’ 

Emma assured her there would be no difficulty in 
die answer, and advised its being written directly. 
And though Emma continued to protest against any 
assistance being wasted, it was in fact given in the 
formation of every sentence. 

“Now he has got my letter," she said softly, “I 
wonder what they are all doing -1 hope he will not 

mind it so very much,” 
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Chapter Eight 


Harriet slept at Hartfied that night. For some 
weeks past she had been sleeping more than half her 
time there, and gradually getting to have a bedroom 
appropriated to herself And Emma judged it best in 
every respect, to her with them as much as possible 
just at present. She was obliged to go the next 
morning for some time to Mrs. Goddard's, but it was 
then to be settled that she should return to Hartfield, 
to make a regular visit of some days. 


While she was gone, Mr, Knight ley called, and 
sat some time with Mr, Woodhouse and Emma, till 
Mr. Woodhouse, who had previously and before his 
dear friend had arrived, made up his mind to go out 
for his daily walk. He was persuaded by his daughter 
not to defer it, though against the scruples of his own 
civility, to leave Mr. Knightley; who was offering by 
his short, decided answers, an amusing contrast to 
the protracted apologies and civil hesitations of the 
other. 


“Well, [ believe if you will excuse me, Mn 
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Knightley, if you will not consider me doing a very 
rude thing, 1 shall take Emma s advice and go out for 
a quarter of an hour. 1 treat it without ceremony, Mr. 
Knightley. We invalids think we are privileged 
people.** 

ll My dear sir, do not make a stranger of me. 1 ' 


As Mr. Woodhouse left, Mil Knightley began 
speaking of Harriet with more praise than ever heard 
before. 


Mm 


n 


If 




i cannot rate her beauty as you dovt??aid IV 
Knightley, %t but she is an attractive young ^pnfan 
Her character depends upon those she is with, m 
good hands she will turn out a valuable woman/' 


"l am glad you think so, and the good hands I 
hope, may not be wanting*” 

“Come,' said he, “you are anxious for a 

J J 4 1 

compliment, so 1 will tell you that you have 
improved her. You have cured her of her schoolgirl s 
giggles, she really does you credit." 


Thank you. 1 should be mortified indeed if 1 did 
not believe I had been of some use/’ 
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OU are expecting her again, yon say, tins 
morning?” 

“Almost every moment. She has been gone longer 
already than she intended.” 

"'Something must have happened to delay her, 
some visitors perhaps.” 

"Highbury gossips' Tiresome wretches!” 


“Harriet may not consider everybody tiresome 
that you would/' 

Emma knew that this was too true for 
contradict!on, and therefore said nothing. He 
presently added with a smile: 

'] do not pretend to fix on times or places, but I 
must tell you that 1 have good reason to believe your 
little Mend will soon hear of something to her 
advantage.” 

'Indeed! How so? Of what sort?” 

tL A very serious sort, 1 assure you,” said he stih 
smiling, 

i4 Very serious! 1 can think of but one thinu - who 
is in iove with her? Who makes you their confidant?" 
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Emma was more than half in hopes of Mr Elton's 
having dropped a hint, Mr. Knightley was a sort of 
general friend and adviser, and she knew Mr, Elton 
looked up to him, < 


"I have reason to think,' 1 he replied, “thatHarriet 

Smith will soon have an offer of marriage, and from 

a most unexceptional quarter - Robert Martin is the 

man* Her visit to Abbey-Mill this summer seems to 

have done his business. He is desperately in love and 

means to marry her A 

. 


’He is very obliging, 1 said Emma, 
that Harriet means to marry him?’' 


“but is he sure 


"Well means to make her an offer, then. Will that 
do? He came to me two days ago. on purpose to 
consult me about it. He knows I have a thorough 
re sard for him and all his family, and I believe 


considers me on as one of his best friends* He came 
to ask me whether I thought her too young. In short 
whether I approved his choice altogether, having 
some apprehension perhaps of her being considered 

j 

(especially since your making so much of her) as in a 
line of society above him. 1 was very much pleased 

with all that he said, 1 never hear better sense from 


any one than Robert Marlin. He always speaks to the 
purpose, open, and very well judging. He told me 
everything, his circumstances and plans, and what 
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they all proposed doing in the event o) his marriage. 
He is an excellent young man, both as son and 
brother, I had no hesitation in advising him to marry. 
He proved to me that he could afford it. I praised the 
young girl, and altogether sent him a very happy 
man. Now, as we may suppose, he would not allow 
much time to pass before he spoke to the lady, and as 
he appears not to have spoken yesterday, it is not 
unlikely that he should be at Mrs. Goddard’s today.” 

“Pray Mr. Knighlley,” said Emma, who had been 

smiling through a great part of this speech, “how do 

you know that Mr, Martin did not speak to her 
yesterday.” 

"Certainly,” replied he, surprised, “I do not 

absohitely know it. Was not she the whole day with 
yo i?” 

will tell you something, in return for what you 
told me. He did not speak yesterday — that is, he 
wrote, and was refused/’ 

! his was obliged to be repeated before it could be 
believed, and Mr. Knightley stood up in anger arid 
indignation* 

'Then she is a greater simpleton than I ever 
believed her. What is the foolish girl about?” 
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To be sure," cried Emma m anger, "it i 
always incomprehensible to a man that a woman 
should ever refuse an offer of marriage. A man 
always imagines a woman to be ready for anybody 
who asks her.” 

^Nonsense! A man does not imagine any such 
riling. But what is the meaning of this? I lai net Smith 
refuses Robert Martin! Madness if it is so, but I hope 
you are mistaken/* 

"I saw her answer, nothing could be clearer/ 



saw her answer! You wrote her answer too. 


You persuaded her to refuse him/’ 


“And if I did ! should not feel that I had done 


wrong. Mr, Martin is a very respectable young man, 
but I cannot admit him to be Mamet's equal. 1 am 
rather surprised indeed that he had ventured to 
address her. By your account, he does seem to have 
had some scruples.” 


"Not Harriet 's equal! Exclaimed Mr. Knightley, 
and with calmer tone added, 'indeed he is much her 


superior in sense and in situation, Emma, your 
infatuation about that girl blinds you. What s 

Harriet's claims, either of birth, nature, at education 

to be higher than Robert Marlin'? She is the daughter 
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of nobody knows whom, with no settled provisions 
and certainly flo respectable relations. She is known 
only as parlor-boarder at a common school. She is, 
not a sensible girl, nor a girl of any information. She 
is pretty, and she is good tempered, and that’s all, 

scruples in advising the match was on his 
account, as being beneath what he deserves. But I 
could not reason with a man of love, and was willing 
to trust to there being no harm, which in good hands 
like his. might be led to improve het$df. The 
advantage of the match I felt to be alUmTfT 
and had not the smallest doubt that there^ WquI 
general cry out upon her extreme good Rjjdc 
your satisfaction I made sure o£ It crossed nJy 
immediately that you would not regret your frJeaffl 
leaving Highbury, for the sake of her being settled 
Well* 1 remember saying to myself, “Even Emma, 
With all her partiality for Harriet, will think this is a 
good match T 





“J cannot help wondering at your knowing so 
little of Emma as to say any such thing. What! Think 
a farmer "and with alibis sense and all his merit Mn 
Martin is nothing more,) a good match for my best 
friend! No regret her leaving Highbury for the sake! 
of marrying a man whom 1 could never admit as an 
acquaintance of my own! You are not just to 
Harriet’s claims. Others, as well as mwelf would 
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estimate them very differently, Mr. Martin may be 
the richest o\ the two, but he is undoubtedly inferior 
as to rank in society. The sphere in which she moves 
is much above his.' : 

ll l have always 



it a very foolish 
intimacy." said Mr. Knightley. “though I have kepi 
my thoughts to myself, but I now perceive that it will 
be a very unfortunate one for Harriet. You will puff 
her up with such ideas of her worn beauty, and of 
what she has a claim to. that in a little while, nobody 
within her reach will be good enough for her. Vanity 
working on a weak head produces every sort of 
mischief. Miss Harriet Smith may not find offers of 
marriage flow in so fast, though she is a very pretty 
girl Men of sense, whatever you may choose to say, 
do not want silly wives. Men of family would not be 
very fond of connecting themselves with a girl of 
such obscurity . Let her marry Robert Martin, and is 

and happy forever; but if you 
encourage her to expect to many greatly, and teach 
her to be satisfied with nothing less than a man of 





consequence and large fortune, she may be a par 
at Mr. Goddard hi all the rest of her life, till she grows 
desperate and marries a man not suitable for her/ 1 


"We think so very differently on this point, Mr, 
Knighteiy, that there can be no use in canvassing it. 
But as to my letting her marry Robert Martin, it js 
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impossible. She has refused him, and so decidedly, I 
think as must prevent any second application. She 
must abide by the evil of having refused him, 

whatever it may be.” 

Emma tried to look cheertully unconcerned, but 
was really feeling uncomfortable. She did not repent 

what she had done, she still thought herself a better 

judge of such a point of female right and refinement 

than he could be. but yet she had a sort of habitual 

respect for his judgement in general, which made her 

dislike having it so loudly against her. and to have 

him sitting just opposite her in an angry state, was 

very disagreeable. Some minutes passed in this 

unpleasant silence, with only one attempt on Emma’s 

side to talk of the weather, but he made no answer. 

He was thinking. The result of his thoughts appeared 
at last in these words. 

"Robert Martin has no great loss-if he can but 

think so, and 1 hope it will not be long before he 

does. Your views for Harriet are best known to 

yourself, but as you make no secret of your love of 

matchmaking, it is fair to suppose that plans and 

projects you have, and as a friend J shall just hint to 

you that ifEIton is the man. I think it will be all labor 
in vain.” - 
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Emma laughed and disclaimed. 



He eontinued: "Depend upon it. Elton will not do 
it. Elton is a very good sort of man, but not at all 
likely to make an imprudent match. Ellon may ta 
sentimentally, but he will act rationally. He is well 
acquainted with his own claims, as you can be with 
Harriet’s. He knows that he is a very handsoi 
young man, and a great favorite wherever he eoes. 
And from his general way of talking, when th^re arc 
only men present, 1 am convinced that he dot? 

i - T i , „ , r 


twenty thousand pounds a piece." 





“I am very much obliged to you, 1 ’ said Emma 
t “if I had mv 




art set on Mr Elton’s 

- - all 

marrying Harriet, it would be very kind to open my 
eyes, but at present I only want to keep Harriet to 
myself f have done with matchmaking indeed, 1 
could never hope to equal my own doings at 
Randalls. 1 ' 



'Have a good day,” said he, walking off i 
was very much vexed. 
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Emma remained in a state of vexation too. She 
did not always feel so absolutely satisfied with 
herself, so entirely convinced that her opinions were 
right and her adversary’s wrotlg, as Mr. Kjiighiley. 
Harriet s staying away so long was beginning to 
make her uneasy. The possibility ot the young man 

coming to Mr. Goddard’s that morning, and meeting 
with Harriet and pleading his cause, gave alarming 
ideas. The dread of such a faifure after all became the 
pi eminent uneasiness, and when Harriet appeared 
and in very good spirits, and without having any 
such reason to give for her long absence, she felt 
satisfaction, and convinced her, that let Mr, 
Knight ley think or say what he would, she had done 

nothing which woman 5 friendship and woman's 
feelings would not justify. 


Harriet came back, not to think of Mr. Martin, but 
to talk of Mr, Elton. Miss Nash had been telling her 
something, which she repeated immediately with 
great delight, Mr. Perry had been to Mrs. Goddard s 
to attend to a sick child, and Miss Nash had seen 
him, and he had told Miss Nash, that as lie was 
coming back yesterday from Clayton Park, he had 
met Mr, Elton, and found to bis great surprise that 
Mr, Elton was actually on his road to London, and 
not meaning to return till the morrow, though it was 
the uhist night, which he had been nev£T known to 
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not do. 
had said in a v 


miss before. Mr. Perry tried very much Lo persuade 
him to put off his journey only one day, but it would 

” * Elton had been determined to ho on. and 
re ry particular way indeed, that he was 
going on business which he would not put off for any 
inducement in Ihe world, Mr, Perry could not quite 
understand him, but he was very sure there musi be a 
lady in the case, and he told him so, and Mr. Elton 
only looked very conscious and smiling, and rode off 
in great spirits. Miss Nash had told her all this, and 
said looking very significantly at her, 

s that any woman whom Mr, Elton could 
ptefer, she should think the luckiest woman in the 

world, for beyond any doubt, Mr. Elton has not his 
equal for beauty or agr"™ 1 " 1 -” 
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Chapter Nine 


' In Kmghtley might quarrel with her. but Emma 

could not quarrel with herself. He was so much 

displeased, that it was longer than usual before be 

came to Hartfield again, and when they did meet, his 

giave looks showed that she was not forgiven. She 

was sony but could not repent. On the contrary, her 

plans and proceedings were more and more justified. 

and endeared to her by the general appearances of 
the next few days. 


The picture, elegantly framed, came safely to 

hand soon after Mr. Knightley's return, and being 

hung over the mantlepiece of the sitting room, he got 

up and looked at it in great admiration. As for 

^ strict s feelings, they were visibly forming 

themselves into as strong and steady an attachment 

as her youth and sort of mind admitted. Emma was 

soon perfectly satisfied of Mr. Martin's being no 
otherwise remembered. ° 

Her views of improving heT little friend’s mind, 
by useful reading and conversation, had never vet led 
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to more than a few chapters, and the intention of 
going on tomorrow, ft was much easier to chat than 
to study, much pleasanter to let her imagination 
range and work at Harriet's fortune, than to be 
laboring to enlarge her comprehension, and exercise 
it on sober tacts: and the only literary pursuit which 
engaged Harriet at present was the collecting and 

transcribing all the riddles of every son into a quarto 
to be put in a book. 

^ t .. t era. tu r^ 3 , strcli t o 11 c c 11 ons on a very 

MM 

grand scale are not uncommon, Miss Nash, a teacher 
at Mr, Goddard's, had written out at least three 
hundred, and Harriet who had taken the Erst hint 
from her, hoped with Miss Woodhotise s help to get 
a great many more. 

Mr, Elton was the only one whose assistance she 

B 1 

asked. He was invited to contribute any really good 
enigmas or charades. She had the pleasure of seeing 
him most intently at work with his recollections, hut 
she was sorry to acknowledge that whai he 
contributed had been transcribed in the book already, 


"Why will you not write one yourself for us, Mr. 
Elton," said she, “ that is the only security for its 
freshness, and nothing could be easier to you/' 
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“Oh, no! He had never written anything of the 
kind in his life. 


The very next day. however, produced some 
proof of inspiration. He called for a few moments, 
just to leave a piece of paper on the table containing, 
as he said* a charade, which a friend of his had 
addressed to a young lady, the object of his 
admiration. But from his manners, Emma was 
immediately convinced it must be his own. 




"1 do not offer it for Miss Smith's coll^ipn*^ 
said he, "'being a friend’s, I have no right to expose it ^ 
in any degree to the public eye, but perhaps you ma * 
not dislike looking at it.' 1 

The speech was more to Emma than to Harriet, 
which Emma could understand. There was deep 
consciousness about him, and he found it easier to 
meet her eye than her friend's. He was gone the next 
moment - after another moment*s pause: 


'Hake it,” said Emma, smiling and pushing the 


paper towards Harriet - “it is for you. 




But Harriet was in a tremor, and could not 
touch it, and Emma never loath to Be first, 
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was obliged to examine it herself. 


To Miss 



C 


My first displays the wealth and pomp of kings. 

Lords of the earth! Their luxury and ease* I 
Another view of man, my second brings 
Behold him there, the monarch of the seas! I 
But. ah! United, what reverse we have! i 

I ^ 

Man's boasted power and freedom, all are flown 

Lord of the earth and sea, he bends a slave, 1 

And woman, lovely woman, reigns alone. 

Thy ready wit the word will soon supply 

May its approval beam in that soft eye! 

She east her eye over it, pondered, caught the 
meaning, read it through again to he quite certain of 
the lines, and then passing it to Harriet, sat happiffl 
smiling and saying to herself, while Harriet wa$j 
puzzling over the paper, “Very well, Mr. Elton* 
have read worse charades. Courtship - a very good 
L give you credit for it This is saying vci> 

pray. Miss Smith, give me leave to pay my 
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address to you. Approve my charade and my 
intentions in the same glance/ 1 


A man must be very much in love indeed to 
describe her so. Ah! Mr. Knightley. I wish you had 
the benefit of this, 1 think this would convince you, 

er 

For once in your life you would be obliged to own 
yourself mistaken/ 1 

She was obliged to break off from these very 
pleasant observations, w T hich were otherwise of a sort 
to run into great length, by the eagerness of Harriet's 
wondering questions. 

“What can it be, Miss Woodhouse ? what can it 
be? 1 have not an idea - 1 cannot guess it in the least. 
What can it possibly be? Do help me Miss 
Woodhouse. I never saw anything so hard. Is it a 
kingdom? I wonder who the friend was - and who 
could be the young lady! Can it be a mermaid ? Or a 
shark? Miss Woodhouse, do you think we shall ever 
find out? 11 

“Mermaids and sharks! Nonsense! My dear 
Harriet, what are you thinking of? Where would be 

the use of bringing us a charade made by a friend 

upon a mermaid or a shark? Give me the paper and 
listen. 
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To Miss.,,, he means Miss Smith 

My first displays the wealth and pomp of kings, 

Lords of the earth! Their luxury and ease. 

■ 

That is court. 

Another view of man, my second brings 
Behold him there, the monarch of the seas! 



That is ship 



as it can be. - Now for the 



cream. 


But, ah! United (courtship, you kn 
reverse we have! 

Man boasted power and freedom, 
flowing; 

Lord of the earth and sea, he bends a slave. 

And woman, lovely woman, reigns alone. 

A very proper compliment! And then follows the 
application, which 1 think my dear Harriet, you 
cannot find much difficulty in comprehending. Read 
it in comfort to yourself/ 1 

Harriet could not long resist so delightful a 
persuasion. She read the concluding lines, and was 
all flutter and happiness. She could not speak. But 

she was not wanted to speak- It was enough for her 
to feel T 
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Emma spoke for her “There is so pointed and so 
particular a meaning in this compliment/' said she. 
"that I cannot have a moment's doubt as to Mr. 
Elton's intentions. You are his object - and you wiIJ 

soon receive the complete proof of it. But now it is 

dear that the state of his mind is as clear and decided 

as my wishes on the subject have been ever since I 

knew you. I could not fell whether an attachment 
between you and Mr. Elton were most desirable or 
most natural. I am very happy, 1 congratulate you 

Ihis is an attachment which a woman may well feel 

pride in creating. It will give you everything that you 
want - consideration, independence, a proper home 

ii will fix you in the center of all your real friends. 

close to Hartfield, and to me, and confirm our 
intimacy forever/' 


Dear Miss Woodhouse/ 1 was all that Harriet 
could say at first. But when they did arrive at 
something more like a conversation, it was 


sufficiently clear to her friend that Mr. Elton's 
superiority had a very' ample acknowledgment. 

'"Whatever you say is always right/' cried Harriet, 
“I could not have imagined it. It is so much beyond 
anything 1 deserve, Mr, Elton who might marrv 
anybody! There cannot be two opinions about him 

Could it really be meant from me?" _ 
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l I cannot make a question, or listen to a question 
like 1 that It is a certainty. Receive it on IX1V 
judgement. It is a sort of prologue to the play a 

motto to the chapter, and wit] be soon followed by 

matter-of-fact prose/ 1 fl 
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Chapter i'en 






Though now the middle of December, there had 
yet been no weather to prevent the young ladies fronjj 
tolerably regular exercises. And* on the morrow. 
Emma had a charitable visit to pay to a poor family, 
who lived a little way out of Highbury 

Their road to this detached cottage, fa may be 
inferred, contained the abode of Mr. Eltai. 

Emma's remark was:“Tbere it is. T 
and your riddle book one of these days.” 

tt 4 VI 

Hamers was:“Oh! What a beautiful house! Till 
are the yellow curtains that Miss Nash admires s 
much.” * I 

"I do not often walk this way now,” said Emma, 
as they proceeded, “but then there will be an 
inducement, and I shall gradually get intimately 
acquainted with this part of Highbury.” 

she found, had never been within the 
irage where Mr, Elton lives, and her curiosity to 
it was so extreme, that could only class it as a 

proo f of love with Mr. ulton. 
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"I wish we could connive it,” said she. "but J 

cannot think of any tolerable pretence for going iijB 

no housekeeper to inquire about - no message fh 
my father.” 

She pondered, but could think of nothing. A fter 

mutual silence of some minutes, Harriet thus began 
again: 

"I do so wonder. Miss Woodhouse, that you 
should not be married, or going to be ptwried! 
charming as you are!” 

Emma laughed and rep!ied: M My be 
Harriet, is not quite enough to induce mi.Hjfnarr 
must find other people charming - one othfy**so 
at least And I am not only, not going to be man.1 
at present, but have very little intention of e 
manying at all” 

"Ah! So you say, but f cannot believe it” 




“I must see somebody very superior to anyone 
have seen yet, to be tempted, Mr. Elton, you know 
(recollecting herself), is out of the question and I 
not wish to see any such person, ! cannot really 
change for the better. If l were to marry, l must 
expect to repent it” 



“Dear me! it is so odd to hear a woman talk so!” 
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I have none of the usual inducements of woiujgJ 
to marry. Were I to fall on !ove t indeed, it would be 1 
different thing! But f never have been in love, it]n 
not in my nature* and J do not think 1 ever shall, A J 
without love, I am sure I should be a fool to change 
such a situation as mine* Fortune [ do not want 
employment I do not warn, consequence I do not 
want. And never could I expect to be so tmlv 
beloved and important, so always right in any man s 
eyes as 1 am in my father’s” 1 

“But then to be an old maid at hist, like Miss 
Bates!' 1 


That is as formidable an linage as you cowli 
present, Harriet. If I thought I should ever be like 
Miss Bates! So silly — so satisfied — so smiling - so 
prosing - so uniasiidious, I would marry tomorrow. 
But between us T 1 um convinced there never can be 


any likeness, except in being unmarried/’ 


"But still, you will be an old maid! And that Vs so 
dreadfiil!” 


‘Never mind, Harriet, I shall not be a poor old 
maid* and it is poverty only which makes celibacy 
contemptible to society! A single woman, with 

narrow income, must be a ridiculous, disagreeable 
old maid! The proper sport of boys and girls. But 3 
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single woman of good fortune, is always respectable, 

and may be as sensible and pleasant as anybody 
else.” 


"Dear me! But what shall you do? How shall you 
employ yourself when you grow old?"’ 

' 1 f know myself IlarrieL mine is an acLive busy 
mind, vs ith a great many independent resources! and 


! do not perceive why I should be more in want of 

employment at forty or fifty than one - and - twenty. 

If 1 draw less I shall read more, if! give tip music. I 

shall take to carpet-work. And as objects for the 

affections, which is in truth the great point of 

inferiority, (foe want of which is really the great evil 

to be avoided in not marrying, I shall be very well 

oft, with all the children of a sister I love very 
much." 


"Do you know Miss Bates's niece? That is, I 

know you must have seen her a hundred limes — but 
are you acquainted?” 

Oh! \ es, we are always forced to be acquainted 
whenever she comes to I fighbury. By the bye, that is 
almosi enough to put one out of conceit with a niece 

Oik is sick of the very name of Jane Fairfax. Every 

loiter from her is read forty tunes over, her 
compliments to all her friends go round andntwnd 
again, and if she does send a gift to her grandmother* 
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one hears of nothing else for a mo 

very well, hut she tires me to 




* I wish Jane 



-h -i 


They walked on. The lane made a slight bend, and 
when that bend was 






1(1 



4 t 


in si 

time only lo say farther 

tlL fsm 



so near as to give Emma 





that if 

exertion and iclief to the s 
done all that is truly important” 


Harriet eould just 


the gentl 
of’ the 


answer, “Oh! Dear, yes," bef 
einan joined them* The wants and sufferings 





family, however, were the first subject on 
He had been going to call on them. His visit 
he would now defer, but they had a very interest inn 
pai ley about what could be done and should be done 
Mr, Efton then turned back to accompany them. 


'To meet each oilier 


thought Emma, “ 
love on each side 



on such a charitable mission" 
wilt bring a great increase of 
I should not wonder if it were to 


bring on the declaration. It must if I were not here.' 

Anxious to separate herself from them as-faras 
she eould, she took a narrow footpath, a little raised 
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on one side of the road* But she had not been therJ 
rvvo minutes, when she found that Harriet T s habits of 
dependence and imitation were bringing her up loo 
and that they would both be soon near her. This 
would not do. She stopped under pretence of haviitfl 
some alteration to make in die lacing of her half- 
boot, and stooping down begged them to walk on, 
and she would follow them m half a minute. They 
did as they were desired, and by die time she judged 
it reasonable to have done with the boot* she had the 
comfort of further delay, being overtaken by a child 
from the cottage* setting out, according to orders 
with her pitcher, to fetch broth from Hart fie Id. To 
walk by the side of this child, and talk to her, was the 
most natural thing in the world, or would have been 
the most natural, had she been acting just then 
without design. And by this means the others were 
Me to keep ahead without any obligation of wain ig 
tor her She gained on them, however, involuntarily: 
the child's pace was quick, and theirs rather slow, 
and she was he more concerned at it, from their 
being evidently in a conversation which interested 
diem. Mr. Elton was speaking with animation. 
Harriet listening widi a very pleased attention* and 
Emma having sent the child on* was beeinnins to 
think how she might draw back a little more* when 

they both looked around, and she was obliged to join 
them* * 
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Mr + Elton wi 


. . . ’ iltlil diking, still engaged in some 

interesting detail; and Emma experienced som e 

disappointment when she found that he was only 

going his fair companion an account of yesten i iv \ 

party at his friend Cole's ‘ * 




This would soon have led to something better of 
course, was her consoling reflection, “anything 

interests between those who love, and anything will 

serve as introduction to what is near the heart. If I 
could but have kept longer away." 


They now walked on togeti ler quietly, till within 
i iew of the vicarage, when a sudden resolution ofai 
least getting Harriet into the house, made her again 

, J „ sidling very much amiss about her boot, and 

all behind to arrange it once more. She then broke 

the lace oft'and dexterously throwing it inro a ditch, 
was presently obliged to entreat them to stop, and 

requested that she stop at his house to fix her boots 

so as to be able to walk home in tolerable comfort. 

Mr. Elton looked all happiness at this proposition, 
le conducted them into his house, endeavoring to 
make everything appear to advantage. The room they 
were taken into was the one he chief! ^occupied, 
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behind it was another with which it immediately 
communicated: the door between them was open, 
and Emma passed into it with the housekeeper to 
receive her assistance in the most comfortable 
manner. She left the door ajar as she found it. and by 
engaging the housekeeper in incessant conversation, 
she hoped to make it practicable for him to choose 

Ins own subject in the adjoining room. For ten 
minutes she could hear nothing but herseif. It could 
be protracted no longer. She was then obliged to be 
finished and make her appearance* 


Although their talk had been of a general nature, 
and nothing serious had been mentioned: Emma 
could not but flatter herself that it had been the 
occasion ot much pleasant enjoyment to both, and 
must be leading to the great event. 
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( hnpfer Eleven 


Mr Ellon must now be left to himself. It was no 
longer in l-.mma s power to superintend bis 
happiness. The coming ot her sister's family was so 
very near at hand, it became her prime object of 
interest. And during their shot ? stay at Hartfield it 
w as not to be expected - she did not herself expect - 

iliai anything beyond occasional assistance could be 

al lorded by her to the lovers. I hey might advance on 
their own. There arc people who the more you do for 
them, the less they will do for themselves. 


Mr. and Mrs. John Knightley. from having been 
longer than usual absent from Surry, were exciting 
itilhci more than usual interest. Till this year everv 
long vacation had been divided between I km field 



aim Don well Abbey, but all the holidays of this 
autumn had been Given to 



g tor die 

children. Mr. and Mrs. John Kniehtlev. their five 




a competent number of nursery maids, 
reached Hartfield in safety. The bustle and joy of an 
arrival, the many to be talked to and welcomed. 


produced a noise and confusion which Mr 
Wood house’s nerves could not have borne under any 
other cause, nor have endured much longer even for 
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this; but the feelings of her father were so respected 
by Mrs, John Knightley* that she set strict rules on 
her children who were never allowed to disturb him. 
and at the same time provide them with everything 

that could make their stay a happy and contented 
one. 


Mrs- John Knightley was a pretty, elegant little 
woman, of gentle, quiet manners, and a disposition 
remarkably amiable and affectionate* wrapped up in 
her family, a devoted wife, and so tenderly attached 
to her lather and sister that* she could never find fault 
in any of them She was not a woman of a strong 
understanding or any quickness, and with tliis 


resemblance ol her father, she inherited also much of 

his constitution, she was delicate in her own. health. 


over careful for her children, had many fears and 

many nerves, and a strong habit of regard for every 7 
old acquaintance. 


Mr* John Knightley was a tall, gentlemanlike, 
and very clever man, rising in his profession, 
domestic, and respectable in his private character* 
but with reserved manners which prevenied his being 
generally pleasing. And indeed with such a 
worshiping wife, it was hardly possible that any 
natural detects in it should not be increased. He had 
all the clearness and quickness of mind which she 
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wanted. He was not a great favorite with fair relative. 
Nothing wrong in him escaped her. She was quick in 

feeling the little injuries to Isabella, which Isabella 

never felt herself Perhaps she might have passed 
over more had Ids manners been flattering to 


Isabella's sister, but they were only those of a calmly 
kind tricnd, without praise. But the greatest fault of 
all in her eyes was the want of respectful forbearance 
towards her father. There he had not always the 
patience that could have been wished for. The> Iki.; 

not long been seated when Mr. Woodhouse.-aalled 

his daughter's attention to die sad change at Hartlujkl 
since she had been there last. 




"Ah! My dear,” said he, "poor Miss Taylor - it is 
a grievous business!” 

Oh! ^ es, sir, said she, “how you must miss her! 

And dear Emma too! What a dreadful loss to you 

both! It is a sad change, indeed. But [ hope she is 
pretty well.” 


Pretty well, my dear 1 hope -1 don't know-hut 
that place agrees with her toler ihly.” 
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Mr, John Knighlley here asked Emma quietly 
whether there were any doubts of the air of Randalls, 

"Oh! No - none in the least. 1 never saw Mrs, 
Weston better in my life - never looking so well, 

mf ki 1 

Papa is only speaking his own regret/' 

"Very much to the honor of both/’ was the 
handsome reply, 

And do you see her often?" asked Isabella in the 
plaintive tone, which just suited her father, 

Mr. Woodhouse hesitated, u Not near so often, my 
dear, as 1 should wish/’ \ 

"Oh! Papa, we have missed seeing them bur one 
entire day since they married, Mr. Weston is really 
very kind mam Papa, if you speak in that melancholy 
way, you will be giving Isabella a false idea of us all, 

1 >f course everybody is ware that Miss Taylor is 
missed, but everybody ought also be assured that Mr. 
and Mrs. Weston do really prevent our missing her 
by any means to the extent we ourselves anticipated 
which is the exact truth." 

Must as it should be/' said Mr. John Knightley, 
"and just as 1 hoped it was from your letters. Her 
wish of showing you attention coult i not be doubted. 
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and his being disengaged and social man makes it all 
easy.” 


“Why, to be sure,” said Mr, Woodhotise. *1 
cannot deny ihai poor Mrs. Weston, does come and 

see us pretty often - but then - she is always obliged 
to go away again ” 

“It would be very hard upon Mr. Weston if she 
did not, papa. You quite forget poor Mr. Weston,” 


“I think indeed, 1 ' said Mr. John KnighUey 

pleasantly, '‘that Mr, Weston has some little claim 

You and I. Emma, will venture to take the part of the 

poor husband. 1 being a husband, and you being a 

single woman, the claims of a man may very likely 

strike us with equal force. As for Isabella, she has 

been married long enough to see the convenience of 

putting ail the Mr. Westons aside as much as she 
can, ” 

Me, my dearest?” cried his wife, understanding 
only in part, “Are you talking about me? 1 am sure 
nobody can be a greater advocate for matrimony than 
f am, and if it had not been for the misery of her 
leaving Harttield, I should never have thought of 
Miss Taylor but as the most fortunate woman in the 
world; and as to slighting Mr. Weston, that excellent 
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Mr, Weston* I think there is nothing lie does not 
deserve* 1 believe he is one of the very best tempered 
men that ever existed. Excepting yourselI’and your 
brother. 1 shall never forget his flying Henry’s kite 
for him that very windy day last year. 1 am 


convinced there could not be a more feeling heart nor 
a better man in existence. If anybody deserves him. it 
must be Miss Taylor/' 


"Where is his young man?" said Mr* John 
knightley, Has he been here on this occasion - or 
has he not?" 

"He has not been here yet/’ replied Emma, “There 
was a strong expectation of his coming soon after the 
marriage, but it ended in nothing, and 1 have not 
heard him mentioned lately/’ 


"Bui you should tell them of the letter, my dear/’ 
said her father, "He wrote a letter to poor Mrs. 
Weston, to congratulate her, and a very proper, 
handsome letter it was. She showed it to me* \ 
thought it very well done. Whether it was his own 
idea. I cannot tell, tie is but young, and his uncle, 
perhaps../ 1 

"My dear papa, he is three-and - twenty. You 
forget how time passes/ 1 


"Three - and - twenty! Is he indeed? Well I could 
not have thought it, and he was but twtYyears o!d 
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when he lost his poor mother! Well, time does fly 
indeed! And my memory is ver\ 




'ever, it 

was an exceedingly good letter, and gave Mr. and 
Mrs, Weston a great deal of pleasure, 11 

"Now very pleasing and proper of him V' cried the 
good-hearted Mrs, John Kntghtley. “I have no doubt 
of his being a most amiable young man. But how sad 

it is that he should not live at home with his lather 1 
There is 



mg so shocking in a child's being 
taken away from his parents and natural home! f 
never can comprehend how Mr + W eston could part 
with him. To give up one’s child! 1 really never 
could think well of anybody who proposed such a 
thing to anybody else/* 


“Nobody ever did dunk well of the Churchills, I 
fancy,’ 1 observed Mr, John Knightley coolly, “But 
you need not imagine Mr Weston to have felt what 
you would feci in giving up Henry or John. Mr. 
Weston is rather an easy, cheerful-tempered man, 
than a man of strong feelings. He takes thitlgs as he 
finds them, and makes enjoyment of them somehow 
or other, depending, I suspect, much more upon what 
is called society- for his comforts, that is, upon the 
power of eating and drinking, and playing whist with 
his neighbors five times a week, than upon family 
affection, or anything that homed affords/ 1 
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Emma could not like what bordered on % 

reflection on Mr. Weston, anti had half a mind to 
take it up, but she let it pass. 
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C hapter Twelve 


Mr. Knightley 


to dine with them - rather 


against the inclination of Mr. Woodhouse, who did 
not like that anyone should share with him in 
Isabella’s first day. Emma’s sense of right, however, 
had decided it. And besides the consideration of what 
was due to each brother, she had particular pleasure, 
from the circumstance of the late disagreement 
between Mr. Knightley and herself, in procuring 
the proper invitation. 

She hoped they might now become friends agaidtf 
She thought it was time to make up. Making 
indeed would not do. She certainly had not been 
wrong, and he would never own that he had. 
Concession must be out of the question, but it was 
time to appear to forget that they had ever quarreled, 
and she hoped it might rather assist the restoration of 

that when he came into the room she had 



one of the children with her - the youngest* a nice 


little girl about eight months old* who was now 
making her first visit to Hartfield, and very happy to 
be danced about in her aunt's arms. It did assist for 
though he entered die room with grave looks ‘ie was 
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soon led on to talk of them all in the usual way, and 
to take the child out ot her arms with all the 
unceremoniousness of perfect amity. 


Emma felt they were friends again, and the 
conviction giving her great satisfaction, and then a 
sauciness, she could not help saying as he was 
the baby: 




‘ What a comfort it is, that we think alike about 
our nephews and nieces. As to men and women, our 
opinions are sometimes very different.' 


”It you were as much guided by nature in your 
estimate of men and women, and as little under the 
power of' fancy and whim in your dealings with 
diem, as you arc where these children are concerned, 
we might always think alike.” 


'To be sure - our discordancies must always arise 
from my being in the wrong.” 


*■% 


^ £ 5 ,” said he smiling, "and reason good. I was 


sixteen years old when you were bom. ' 


hi 


A material difference, then.” she replie(t %h and no 
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doubt you were much ray superior in judgment at 

that period of our lives, but does not ihe lapse of one 

- and - twenty years bring our understandings a good 
deal nearer?" / 

“Yes — a good deal nearer." 

“But still, not enough to give me a chance nf 
being right, if we think tli (Terentiy." 

“I have still the advantage of you by sixteen 
years' experience* and by not being a pretty young 
woman and a spoiled child. Come, mv dear Emma, 
let us be friends and say no more about it. Tell your 
iu i: Imle Emma, that she ought to set you a better 
example than to be renewing old grievances, and that 
if she were not wrong before, she is now,” 


“That’s true," she cried, “very true. Little Emma* 

mt 

grow up a better woman than your aunt. Be infinitely 
cleverer and not half so conceited. Now, Mr. 
Knightley, a word or two more, and I have done. As 
far as good in tent ip us went, we were both right, and 1 
must say that no effects on my side of the argument 
have yet proved wrong, [ only want to know that Mr, 
Martin s not very bitterly disappointed." 

V A man cannot be more so,” was his short, full 
answer. 
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"Ahl indeed 1 am very sorry - come shakp 
hands with me.” / 

This has just taken place and with great cordiality, 

when John Knight ley made his appearance* and 

“How d'ye do, George?" and “John, how/are you?” 

succeeded in the true English style* burying under a 

calmness that seemed all but indifference, the real 

attachment which would have led either one of them. 

il requisite, to do everything for the good of the 
other.’ 1 

The evening was quiet and conversable, as Mr. 
Woodhouse declined cards entirely lor the sake of 
com loti able talk with his dear Isabella, and the little 

: l,,! A : ' ! ■ natural divisions; on one side he and 

his daughter; on the other the two Mr. Knightleys; 
their subjects totally distinct, or very rarely mixing — 

and Emma, only occasionally joining in one or the 
other* 


While the two brothers were occupied by 

discussing their w r ork, Mr, Woodhouse was enjoying 

a lull flow of happy regrets and fearful affection wuh 
his daughter. 


My poor dear Isabella, 1 said he, fondly taking 
her hand, and interrupting, for a few moments, her 
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►- and 


busy labours for someone of her five childreai '‘How 

long it is since you were here! And how t/red you 

must be after your journey! You must gd to bed 

early* my dear - and l recommend a little gruel to 

you before you go. You and I will have a price basin 

of gruel together. My dear Emma, suppose we all 
have a little gruelf 1 

Emma could not suppose any 
knowing, as she did. that both the Mr. Knightlvs 
were as unpersuadable on that article as hers 
two basins only were ordered. After a lift 
discourse in praise of gruel, he proceeded f 

“It was an awkward business, my detwyttUi 
spending the autumn at South End instead of corjfe- 
here. I never had much opinion of the sea air.” *f A 

Mr. Vv ingfteld most strenuously recommended 

it, sir - or we should not have gone. He 

recommended it for all ihe children, but particularly 

for the weakness in little Bella's throat, - both sea air 
and bathing” 



>A 


Ah! My dear, hut Perry had many doubts about 
the sea doing her any good; and as to myself, I have 
been long perfectly convinced, though perhaps I 
never told you so before, that the sea is very rarely of 
use to anybody. ! am sure it almost killed meTntce." 
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“Come," cried Emma, feeling this to be an/unsafe 
subject, "I must beg you not to talk of the sea. It 
makes me envious and miserable; -1 who hate never 
seen it! South End is prohibited, if you please. My 
dear Isabella, [ have not heard you make one inquiry 
after Mr Perry yet, and he never forgets you." 


"Oh! Good Mr, Perry - how is he, sir?" 

“Well, but not quite well. Poor Perry is bilious, 
and he lias not time to take care ol himself — which is 
very sad - but he is always wanted all round the 
country. I suppose there is not a man m such practice 
anywhere* But then there is not so clever a man 
anywhere?' 


And Mrs. Perry and the children, how are they? I 
have a great regard for Mr, Perry, l hope he will be 

calling soon. He will be pleased to see my little 

■# ■§■ 

ones. 

“1 hope he will be here tomorrow* fori have a 

question or two to ask him about myself of some 

■rf 

consequence. And. iny dear, you had belter let him 
look at little Bella s throat.” 

“Oh! My dear sir, her throat is so much better that 
1 have hardly any uneasiness about it. Either bathing 
has been of the greatest serv ice to her, or else it tsuto 
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be attributed to an excellent 
Wingefield’s, which we have been 
ever since August" 






ymfi at times 


" fl is n ot very likely, my dear, that bathing should 
have been of use to her - and if I had known you 
were warning an embarkation I would have spo 

| M 

to;.. 



‘You seem to me to have forgotten Mrs. and Miss 
Bates,’' said Emma* "I have not 

after them/ 1 



one inquiry 




tv/ I he good Bates 1 am quite ashamed of 

myself - but you mention them in most of your 

letters. J hope they are quite well, Goodoid Mrs. 

I will call upon her to — morrow, and take my 

cmiuren. They are always so pleased to see my 

children. And that excellent Miss Bates! How are 
they, sir?" 1 

Why, pretty well, my dear. But poor Mrs. Bates 
had a bad cold about a month ago, " 

sorry 1 am! But colds were never so 
prevalent as they have been 

j 

Winglield told me that he has never known them 
more general or heavv 






except when it I ias been 


quite an influenza," 

Thar has been a good deal the case. myYiear; but 
not to the degree you mention. Perry savs that colds 
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have been very general, but not as heavy as he has 
very often known them in November, Perry does not 
call it altogether a sickly season, 1 ’ 

'No, I do not know that Mr. Wingfield considers 
it very sickly except. 

"Ah! My poor dear child, the truth is that in 
London it is always a sickly season. Nobody is 
healthy in London, nobody can be. It is a dreadful 

thing to have you forced to live there! So far off! 
And the air so bad!" 


"No, indeed - we are not at all in a bad air. Our 
part of London is so very superior to most others! 
You must not confound us with London in general, 
my dear sir. The neighbourhood of Brunswick 
Square is very different from almost all the rest We 
arc .so very airy! [ should be unwilling to live in any 
other part ot the town: - there is hardly any other that 
I could be satisfied to have my children in: - Mr. 
Wingfield thinks the vicinity of Brunswick Square 
decidedly the most favourable as to air.” 

"Ah, my dear, it is not like Hart field. But after 
you have been a week at Hartfield, you are irtf of you 
different creatures; you do not look like the same; 

181 







■ ll |_J^ L, 


p&j it J l? ja 4a*-*® ^ * £ 




uai j+$\ AjiL V ijjp- 


tr 

0! 





’’ ’ _•' ■ - ■ ; '■ s» • ■ . ——J 1 _ t J 


l! - \ 


U ,jaSO fJA 


Bb^ 5 J 4 



,1 


^J| ■ 4 ,' i W 



, Ujb 






A (jS-jll f* 5 



L tj Ul *1jt-JLi —U - 






M 



\ 






i.fttiVi jJ 


“1 

ij jJ US. liilU* 1 


L ,jAil jL'Cl* 

-J-iil >L* Utf,? 







d I 

u 






J5 



4jj jjj > *y 


jjJij ^ j . J*j/ J 1 


II 



) *’ «J‘4 '-*■ j* *“* 


Sf l . Lail 



♦ iUuji— A ^ 



J* 


i J&. . '.w, j'iJ .lift jjjc- W * " 


fill jjliJu jjjmSi. .jLiijU ji 



\ 



180 


1 WW.REWITY.C0M 








Now J cannot say, that I think you 
looking well at present." 


are any of vou 



"I am sorry to hear you say so, sir; but 1 assure 

excepting those little nervous headaches and 
palpitations which ! am never entirely free from 
anywhere, I am quite well myself; and if the children 
were rather pale before they went to bed, it was only 
because they were a little more tired than usual, from 
then journey and the happiness of coming. I hope 
you will think better of their looks to-morrow; tor I 
assure you Mr. Wingfield told me, that he did not 
belies c he had ever sent us otf altogether in such 1 
good case. I trust, at least, that you do not think Mr. 

looking ill, turning her eves w 
affectionate anxiety towards her husband. 




r S 




well/ 1 


ng t my dear: J cannot compliment you, I 
Mr, John Knight ley very far from looking 


V\ 1 ;iai 




is the matter sir? Did you speak to mef 
■ Knighiey, hearing his own name* 


I am sorry to find, my love, that my father does 
ikk think you looking well — but I hope it is only 
frum being a little fatigued. I could have wished, 
however, as you know, that you had seen Mr. 
Wingfield before you left home/* 
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'My dear Isabella/’ exclaimed he T "pray do not 

concern yourself about my looks* Be satisfied wuh 
doctoring and coddling yourself and the children, 
and let me look as 1 choose/' 

“1 did not thoroughly understand what voit were 
telling your brother/ 1 cried Emma, "about yoirij 
friend Mr. Graham’s intending to hav e a bailiff from 
Scotland, to look after his new estate. But will u 
answer?" 


And she talked 


L m this way so^on 
successfully that, when forced to give he 
again to her father and sister, she had norfii 
to hear than Isabella’s kind inquiry afteiJJ 
Fairfax; and Jane Fairfax, though no great favour**^' 
with her in general. she was at that moment Very / 
happy to assist in praising* 

'That sweet amiable Jane Fairfax!' - said Mrs. 
John Kntghtlcy 'It is so long since 1 have seen her. 
What happiness it must be to her good old 
grandmother and excellent aunt, when she comes to 
visit them! I always regret excessively on /ear 
Emma's account that she cannot be more a! 
Highbury; but now their daughter is married, I 
suppose Colonel and Mrs. Campbell w ilt not be able 
to part with her at atl She would be such a delightful 
companion for Emma/’ - 
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Mr. Woodhouse agreed lo it all, but added: “Our 

little triend Harriet Smith, however, is just such 

another pretty kind of young person. You will like 

Harriet. Emma could uoi have a better companion 
than Harriet.” 

“I ant most happy to hear it - but only Jane 
Fairfax one knows to be so very accomplished and 
superior! And exactly Emma’s age.” 

I his topic was discussed very happily, and others 
succeeded ol similar moment, ami passed away with 

similar harmony until it was time for everybody to 

end the evening and go to sleep. 
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( hapter Thirteen 


There could hardly have been a happier creature 

in the world, than Mrs, John Knightley, in this short 
visit to Hartfield, going about in every morning 
among her old acquaintance with her five children, 

and talking over what she had done every evening 
with her father and sister. She had nothing to wish 
otherwise, but that the days did not pass so swiftly, 

(t was a delightful visit; perfect, in >eing much too 
short. 

In general their evenings w ere less engaged with 
friends than their mornings: but one complete dinner 
engagement;, and ou! of the house too, there was no 
avoiding* Mr. Weston would take no denial; they 
must all dine at Randalls one day; even Mr. 
Woodhouse was persuaded to think it a possible 
thing in preference to a division of the party. 

The evening before this great event (for it was a 
great event that Mr. Woodhouse should dine out j 
had been spent by Harriet at Hartfield, and she had 
gone home so much indisposed with a cold, that, but 

for her own earnest wish of being nursed by Mrs. 
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Goddard, Emma could not have allowed her to leave 
the house. Emma called on her the next day, and 
found her doom 


Randalls. 


already signed with regard to 
She was very feverish and had a bad sore | 
throat: Mrs. Goddard was full of care and affection 
Mr, Pen y was talked of, and Harriet herself was too 
ill and low to resist the authority which excluded her 

from this delightful engagement, though she could 

not speak o! her loss without many tears, 

Emma sat with her as long as she co-ild, to a'.tend 
her in Mrs, Goddard's unavoidable absences, and 
raise her spirits by representing how much Mr. 
Elton’s would be depressed when he knew her state; 
and left her at last tolerably comfortable* and of their 
all missing her very much. She had not advanced 
many yards from Mrs, Goddard's door, when she 
was met by Mr. E]ton himself, evidently coining 
towards it, and as they walked so slowly together in 
conversation about the invalidsf whom he, on the 
rumour, of considerable illness, had been going to 
inquire, that he might carry some report of her to 
Harlfield - they were overtaken by Mr* John 
Knightley returning from the daily visit to Donwell, 
with his two eldest boys* who were glowing with 
health from the benefit o f a country run, Emma was 
just describing the nature of her ft i end's complaint; - 
□ throat very much inflamed, with a great dea> of 
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heat of about her, a quick low pulse, and she was 

sorry to find from Mrs. Goddard that HarrieL was 
liable lo very bad sore throats, and had often alarmed 
her with them* 

Mr. Elton looked ail alarmed on the occasion, as 
he exclaimed: “A sore throat! I hope not infectious, 
Has Perry seen her , 7 Indeed you should take care of 
yourself as well as of your friend. Let me entreat you 
to run no risks. Why does not Perry see her?” 







Emma, who was not really at all frightened 
herself, tranquillized this excess of apprehension by 
assurances of Mrs. Goddard's experience and care; 
but as there must still remain a degree of uneasiness 
which she could not wish to reason away, she added 


soon a fterwards - as if quite another subject; 


'It is so cold, so very' cold - and looks and feels so 
very much like snow, that if it were to any other 
place or with any other party, I should really try not 
to go out to-day - and disuade my father from 
venturing; but as he has made up his mind, and does 
not seem to feel the cold himself, I do not like to 
interfere, as 1 know it would be so great a 
disappointment to Mr. and Mrs. Weston. But upon 
my word, Mr. Elton, in your case, I should certainly 
excuse myself, You appear to me a little hoarse 









L + 


h 


', \ |,Jr_ \ jllS LolLil] j i U Al* 9 Cllj 




Ui-tf "flU* r^-j '■» 


Vti 


am® ■m 




a iJa r' utt ^ ij^ r* J ' * 






-- t 




vn - 

f**'— - - i_S 



¥ 




Tjui \>\ji s i liUI 


1 ! 






I 5 4—ij La] ^ fl pJly 1 ^ 






ajj j s ‘‘j ^ l— Yffrh 

1i ^ jjjj Jjj1£ ^ t-.-a I ^ h Ijl 1 ji i 



Uk 




:ULu ' .-aV 'i % a Lc- 




j3j .LjJ LiL4»w jjLl' J ^ JjW * 



J j 


j <, >»i 



J 1 JS S> S jWl 



sjjSl i — ^ ^TTlV 



J j ^ . J J iii 


jSaII ^ ■ irrt 

j dj _tSi, -.—:'.A ill 



JjJI 


jSl. .(jjU j i Ji£> jJ Ajji 


a V jjUi 



1 


LS 


jjLjtV 







['.vw.^iraoHl 













already, and when you consider what demand of 
voice and what fatigues tomorrow will brine. 




it would be no more than common prudence to stay 
ai home and take care of yourself to-night/ 1 

Mr. Elton looked as if he did not very well know 
what answer to make; for though very much gratified 
by the kind care of such a fair :ady, and not liking to 
resist any advice of her's, he had not really the least 
inclination to give up the visit; but Emma, too eager 
and busy in her own previous conceptions amk^ews 
to hear him impartially, or see him with clear roS 
was very well satisfied with his *m»e 
acknowledgement of its being ‘'very cotd,xf 
very cold/" and walked on, rejoicing in 
extricated himself from Randalls, and secured hinj 
the power of sending to inquire after Harriet evet^J 
hour of the evening. 

* L You do quite right/ 1 said she, *"we will make 
your apologies to Mr and Mrs. Weston/’ 

But hardly had she spoken, when she found Mr. 
John kmghtley civily offering a seat in his carriage, 
it the weather were Mr. Elton's only object ion, and 
Mr. Elton accepting the offer with much prompt 
satisfaction, h was a done thing; Mr, Elton was to go, 
and nevei had his broad handsome face expressed 
more pleasure than at this moment; never had his 
smile been stronger, nor his eyes more exulting than 
when he looked at her. 
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“Well/' said she to herself, "this is most strange! 
After t had got him off so well, to chose to go intri 
company, and leave Harriet ill behind! Most strange 
iiideed! But there is, I believe, in many men, 
especially single men, such an inclination - such a 
passion for dining out and this must be the c' 


with Mr, Elton; a most amiable, pleasing young man 
undoubtedly, and very much in love with Harriet; bm 
still he cannot refuse an invitation. What a strange 
thing love is! He can see ready wit in Harriet t bul 
will not dine alone for her” 




After a lew minutes of entire silence between 
them, John Knight ley began with: "I never in my life 
saw a man more intent on being agreeable than Mr, 
Elton, It is downright labour to him where ladies are 
concerned, while he is very rational and unaffected 
when he is dealing with men.” 

"There is such perfect good temper and goodwill 
ni Mr. Ellon as one cannot bul value,” repbed Emma. 

“Yes,” said Mr. John Knightley presently T with 
some slyness, :ie seems to have a great deal of good 
will towards - 
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"Me!" she replied with a smile of astonishment 

'^are you imagining me to be Mn Elton's object?” 

“Such an imagination had crossed me. I own, 
Emma; and if it never occurred to you before, you 

may as well take it into consideration now,” 

"Mr. Elton in love with me! What an idea!" 

"I do not say it is so; but you will do well to 
consider whether it so or not, and to regulate your 
behaviour accordingly. I think your manners to him 
encouraging. I speak as a friend, Emma." 

I thank you; but I assure you you are Quiet 

mistaken. Mr. Elton and 1 are very good friends, and 
nothing more. 1 ' 

She said this smiling of the consideration of the 
blunders which often arise from a partial knowledge 
of circumstances, of the mistakes which people of 
high pretensions to judgment are always committing. 
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< hapter Fourteen 


Some change of countenance was necessary for 
each gentleman as they walked into Mrs. Weston s 
drawing - room; Mr* Elton must compose his joyous 
looks, and Mr, John Knight ley, disperse his ill- 
humour. Emma only might be as nature prompted, 
and show herself just as happy as she was. To her, it 
was real enjoyment to be with the Westons. Mr 
Weston was a great favourite, and there was not a 
creature in the world to whom she spoke with such 
unreserv e as to his wi fe; not anyone, to whom she 
related with such conviction of being listened to and 
understood, of being always interesting and always 
intelligible, the little affairs, arrangements, 
perplexities, and pleasures of her father and herself 
She could tell nothing of Hartfield, in which Mrs. 
Weston had not a lively concern; and an hour's 
uninterrupted communication of all those little 
matters on which the daily happiness of private life 
depends, was one of the first gratifications of each. 

The misfortune of Harriets’? cold had been pretty 
well gone through before Emma’s arrival Mr 
Woodhouse had been safely seated long Enough to 
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give rbe history of it, besides all the history of 
m\n and Isabella's coming, and had just got to the 
end of his satisfaction that James should come and 
see his daughter, when the others appeared, and Mrs. 

Weston, who had been almost wholly engrossed by 

her attentions to him, was able to turn away 
welcome her dear Emma, 


Emma s project of forgetting Mr. Eft 
while made her rather sorry to fmd, wh 
all been taken to their places, that hew, 
her, The di fficulty was great of driving 
insensibility towards Harriet from her mind, w 
not only sat at her elbow, but was con tin ua 

obtruding his happy countenance on her notice, _ 
solicitously addressing her upon every occasion. 
Instead of forgetting him, his behaviour was such 
tlut she could not avoid the internal suggestion o ! 

Can it really be as John Knightley imagined? Can it 
be possible for this man to be beginning to transfer 
his affections from Harriet to me? Absurd and 
insufferable! Yet he would be so anxious for her 



being perfectly warm, would be so interested about 
her father, and so delighted with Mrs, Weston; and at 
Iasi would begin admiring her drawings with so 
much zeal and so little knowledge, tharmade it 
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was giving some 


difficult or her to preserve her good manners, for her 
own sake she could not be rude; and for Harriet’s, in 
the hope that all would yet turn out right, she was 
even positively civil but it was an effort; especial 1\ 
as something was going on among the others, which 
she particularly wished to listen to* She heard enough 
to know that Mr. Weston 
information about his son, she heard the words '‘my 
son," and “Frank," and “my son/' repeated several 

times over, and from a few oe her hal f syllables very 
much suspected that he was announcing an early 
visit from his son; but before she could quiet Mr, 
Elton, die subject was so completely past that any 
reviving questions from her would have been 
awkward. 


Now, it so happened that in spite of Emma's 
resolution of never marrying, there w as something in 
Mr. Frank Churchill which had always interested her. 
She had frequently thought * especially since his 
fathers marriage with Miss Taylor - that if she were 
to marry, he was the very' person to suit her in age. 


character, and condition. She could not but suppose 
it to be a match that everybody who knew them must 

** w 

think of She had a great curiosity to see him. a 
decided intention of finding him plcasant,Tif being 
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liked by him to a certain degree, and a son of 

pleasure in the idea of their coupled friends * 
imagination. 


With such sensations, Mr. Elton's civilities were 
dreadfully ill-timed; but she had the comfort of 
appearing very polite, while feeling very cross - and 
of thinking that the rest of the visit could not 
possibly pass without bringing forward the same 
information again, or the substance of it, from the 
open-hearted Mr, Weston, at dinner, he made use of 

the very first interval in the cares of hospitality, to 

say to her: 

We want only tw f o more to be just the right 
number* 1 should like to see two more here, - vour 
pretty little friend, Miss Smith, and my son - and 
then 1 should say we were quite complete. [ believe 
you did not hear me telling the others in the drawing 
room that we are expecting Mr. Frank. I had a letter 
from him this morning, and he will be with us within 

a fortnight/' 

Emma spoke with a very proper degree of 

pleasure; and fully assented to his proposition of Mr, 

Frank Churchill and Miss Smith making their party 
quite complete. 
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"He has been wanting to come to ns,’ 1 continued 

Mr, Weston, "ever since September: every letter has 

been full of ir; but he cannot command his own time. 

He has those to please who must be pleased, and who 

(between ourselves) are sometimes to be pleased 

only by a good many Sacrifices. But now I have no 

doubt of seeing him here about the second week in 
January/' 


"W hat a very great pleasure it will be to you! And 
Mrs. Weston is so anxious to be acquainted with 
him, that she must be almost as happy as yourself" 


Yes, she would be* but that she thinks there will 
be another put-off. She does not depend upon Jus 
coming so much as 1 do (but this is quite between 
ourselves: 1 did not mention a syllable of it in the 
other room. There are secrets in all families, you 
know) — The case is a party of friends who are 
invited to pay a visit at Efts combe in January: and 
that Frank s coming depends upon their being put 
off But 1 know they will, because it is a family that a 

■P 

certain lady, of some consequence at Enscombe. has 


a particular dislike to: and though if is thought 
necessary to invite them once in two or three years* 
they always are put off when it comes to the point. 1 
haven l the smallest doubt of seeing Frank here 
before the middle of January; but your good friqpd 
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here (nodding towards the upper end of the table) has 
so few vagaries herself, and has been so little 



them at Hartfield, that she cannot calculate on their 

effects, as I have been long in the practice of doi 


ng. 




sorry 


the case," replied Emma, “but am disposed to side 

with you, Mr. Weston. If you think he will come. I 
shall think so too; for you know Enscormbe ” 

“Yes - [ have some right to that knowledge; 
though I have never been at the place in my life. She 

is an odd woman! But never allow myself to speak 
'I* °* 00 Frank's account; for I do believe her to 

she was not 



be very fond of him. 1 used to __ 

except herself: but 
she has always been kind to him (in her way * 

allowing for little caprices, and expecting everything 

to be as she likes). And it is no small credit, in my 

opinion, to him, that he should excite such affection; 

for though would not say it to anybody else, she has 

no more heart than a stone to people in general- anti a 
very bad temper.” 

As they moved to the drawing-room, Emma said; 

“It seems to depend on nothing but the ill-humour 

°f Mrs. Churchill, which I imagine to be the most 
certain thing in the world." 

My Emma! replied Mrs. Weston, smilftig. 

2ll 
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“'what is tlie certainty of caprice? 1 ' Then turning to 
Isabella, who had not been attending before; “You 
must know, my dear Mrs* Knight ley, that vve are bv 

no means so sure of seeing Mr Frank Churchill, in 


my opinion, as Ins father thinks. It depends entirely 

upon his aunt’s spirits and pleasure; in short, upon 

her temper, To you - to my two daughters, I may 

venture on the truth. Mrs, Churchill rules at 

Enscomb, and is a very odd-tempered woman; and 

his coming now, depends upon her being willing to 
spare him.” 


“Oh, everybody knows Mrs. Churchill; 5 replied 
Isabella, ”1 never think of that poor young man 
without the greatest compassion, To be constantly 
living with an ill-tempered person, must be dreadful 
It is what we happily have never known anything of 
What a blessing that she never had any children! 

Poor little creatures, how unhappy she would have 
made them!” 


Mle ought to come," said Emma, 4 il he could stay 
only a couple of days, and one can hardly conceive a 
young man s not having it in his power to do as 
much as that. A young wontcut, if she lulls into bad 
hands, may be kepi at a distance from those she 
wants to be with; but one cannot comprehend a 
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young man s being under such restraint, as not to be 
able to spend a week with his father, if he likes it.” 

"I le may have a great deal of influence on some 
points, continued Mrs. Weston, 'and on others, very 
little; and among those, on which she is beyond his 

reach, may be this very circumstance of his comine 

away from them to visit us.” 
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C hapter Fifteen 


As soon as Mr. Woodhouse drank his tea he was 
quiic ready to go home; and it was as much as his 
three companions could do. to entertain away his 

notice of die lateness of the hour, before the other 

gentlemen appeared. Mr. Weston was chatty and 

convivial, and no Iriend to early separation of any 

sort; Mr. Eh,on, in very good spirits, was one of the 

first to walk in, Mrs. Weston and Emma were sitting 

and talking together, I le joined them immediately. 

and with scarcely an invitation, seated himself 
between them, 

Emma, in good spirits too, from the amusement 
al forded her mind by the expectation of Mr, Frank 
Churchill, was willing to forget his later 
improprieties, and be as well satisfied with him as 
before, and on his making Harriet his very first 
subject, was ready to listen with most friendly 

smiles. 

He professed himself extremely anxious about her 
fair friend. "Had she heard anything about her, since 
their being at Randalls? He felt much anxiety —he 
must confess that the nature of her complaint 
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alarmed him considerably/' And in this style he 
talked on tor some time very properly, not much 
attending to any answer, but altogether sufficiently 
awake to the terror of a bad sore throat: and Hmma 

was quite in charity with him. 


But at last there seemed a perverse turn: it seemed 
all at once as if he were more afraid of its beinc a 
bad sore throat on her account, than on Harriet's 


T — — — — TfcF 

mote anxious that she should escape the infection 


than that there should be 


no 




complaint. He began with great earnestness I 
her to refrain from visiting : he sick chamb 
for the present - to entreat her to promise 
venture into such hazard till he had seen 
and learnt his opinion: and though she tried to 
it off and bring the subject back into its propel, 
course, there was no putting an end to his extreme 
solicitude about her. She was vexed. It did appear - 
there was no concealing it - exactly like the pretence 
of being in love with her, instead of Harriet; an 
inconstancy, the most contemptible and abominablef 
' ii i she had difficulty in behaving with minper. lie 
tamed to Mrs. Weston to implore her assistance, 
“Would noi she give him her support to induce Miss 
Woodhouse not to go to Mrs. Goddard’s till it were 

certain thai Miss Smith’s disorder had no infection? 
He could not be 



regarding this matter. 
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Emma saw Mis, Weston’s surprise, and felt that it 
must be great, at an address which, in words and 
manner, was assuming to himself the right of first 
interest in her: and as for herself, she was too much 
provoked and offended to have the power of directly 
saying anything to the purpose* She could only give 
him a look; but it was such a look as she though! 
must restore him to his senses: and then left him hen 
place, removing to a seat by her sister, and giving her 
all her attention. 

She had no tune to know how Mr* Elton took the 
reproof for another subject succeeded; Mr, John 
Knightley now came into the room from examining 
the weather, and opened on them all with the 
information of r I .e ground be■ ns covered with snow, 
and of it still snowing fast, with a strong drifting 
wind, concluding with these words to Mr 
Woodhouse: I 

"This will prove a spirited beginning of your 
winter engagements, sir. Something new for your 
coachman and horses to be making theii way throug&J 
a storm of snow ” V 

Poor Mr. Woodhouse was silent from 
consternation; but everybody else had something to 
say; everybody was either surprised or niH surprised. 
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: !u had some question to ask, or some comfort to 
offer. Mrs. Weston and Emma tried earnestly to 
cheer him and turn his attention from his son-in-law, 
who continued his talk rather unfeelingly 


"1 admired your resolution very much sir, in 
venturing out in such weather, for of course you saw 
there would be snow very soon, i admired your 
spirit; and I dare say we shall get home very well. 
Another hour or two snow can hardly make the road 
! passable; and we are two carriages; if one is blown 
over in the field there will be the other at hand. I dare 
say we shall be all safe at Hartfield before 

midnight” 

“What is to be done, my dear Emma? What is to 
be done?” Was Mr. Woodhouse's first exclamation, 
and all that he could say for some time. To her he 
looked for comfort; and her assurance of safety, her 
representation of the excellence of the horses, and of 
James, and of their having so many friends about 
them, revived him a little ” 

4is eldest daughter's alarm was equal to his own. 

1 he horror of being blocked up at Randalls, while 
her children were at Hartfield, was ftilfin her 
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imagination; and fancying the road to benowj„_ 
passable for adventurous people, but in a state that 
admitted no delay, she was eager to have it settled* 
that her father and Emma should remain at Randalls, 
while she and her husband set forward instantly 
through all the possible accumulations of drifted 
snow that might impede them. 


They were still discussing the point, when Mr 
Knight ley told them that he had been out of doors to 
examine the weather, and could answer for there not 
being the smallest difficulty in their getting home, 
whenever they liked, either now or an hour hence. 

To Isabella, the relief of such tidings was very 
great and they were scarcely less acceptable to 
Emma on her father's account, who was immediately 

j 

set as much at ease on the subject as his nervous 
constitution allowed; but the alarm that had been 
raised could not be appeased as to admit of any 
comfort for him while he continued at Randalls. And 
while the others were variously urging and 
recommending, Mr. Knighiley and Emma settled it 
in a few brief sentences: “Your father will not be 
easy; why do not you go?" 

“1 am ready, if the others are.” 

"Shall I ring the bell?" 

“Yes, please do.” * 
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And the bell was rung, and the carriages spoken 

for. A few minutes more, and Emma hoped to see 
one troublesome companion deposited in his own 
house, and the other recover his temper and 
happiness when this visit of hardship were over 

The carriage came. Isabella stepped in after her 
father; John Knightley, forgetting that he did nor 
belong to their party, stepped in after his wife very 
naturally; so that Emma found herself alone with Mr. 
Elton in ihe second carriage. It would have been 
rather a pleasure except for the previous suspicions 

of the day; she could have talked to him of Harriet. 

but now she felt that he would want to be talking 
more nonsense* 


To restrain him she immediately prepared to 
speak with calmness about the weather and the night; 
but scarcely had she begun, than she found her 
subject cut up — her hand seized - her attention 
demanded, availing himself of the precious 
opportunity, declaring sentiments which must be 
already well known, hoping adoring —ready to die 

if she retiised him; but flattering himself that his 

ardent attachment could not fail of having some 

effect, and in short, very much resolved on being 

seriously accepted as soon as possible. It realIv was 
so. 


Without scruple - without apology Mr. Elton. 
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the lover of Harriet, was proleasing himself her 
lover. She tried to stop him, but vainly. Angry as she 
was, the thought of the moment made her resolve to 
restrain herself when she did speak. She felt that hall 
tins folly musi he tiredness, and therefore could hope 
that ti might belong only to the passing hour 
Accordingly, with a mixture of the serious and the 
playful, which she hoped will best suit his state, she 
replied: 

‘*1 am very much astonished, Mr. Elton: 
me\ You forget yourself vou take me (St 

■pj mlm MM 

any message to Miss Smith 1 shall be 
deliver; but no more of this to tne. if you plei 

"Miss Smith! Message to Miss Smith! 
could she possibly mean?" And he repeated 
words with such assurance, such boastful pretence of 
amazement, that she could not help replying with 

ess: 




"Mr. Elton, this is the most extraordinary 
conduct! And I can account for it only in one wav; 
you are not yourself, or you could not speak either to 
me, or of Harriet, in such a manner. Command 
yourself enough to say no more, and I will endeavour 

+' *m- V 

to forget it.” 


But Mr.Elton assured her that he was not tired at 
all, I le perfectly knew his own i leaning and touched 
upon his respect for Miss Smith as her friend^but 
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acknowledging his wonder that Miss Smith should 
be mentioned at all, he resumed the subject of his 

wn passion, and was very urgent for a favourable 
answer. 

As she thought of his inconsistency and 

presumption, and with fewer struggles for politeness, 
replied: 

“It is impossible for me to doubr any longer, You 
have made yourself too clear* Mr Elton, my 
astonishment is much beyond anything I can express* 
After such behaviour, as I have witnessed durinc the 
last month, to Miss Smith — to be addressing me in 
this manner - this is an unsteadiness of character, 
indeed, which I had not supposed possible! Believe 

me, sir,, 1 am far, very far, trom gratified in being the 
object of such profession/' 

'Good heaven! What can be the meaning of this? 
Miss Smith! [ never thought of Miss Smith in the 
whoI§ course of my existence - never paid her any 
attention, but as your friend. If she has fancied 
otherwise, her own wishes have misled her, and i am 
very sorry. Miss Smith, indeed! -Oh! Miss 
Woodhouse! Who can think of Miss Smith when 
Miss Woodhouse is near' Upon my honour, there is 
no unsteadiness of character. Everything I have said 
or done for many weeks past, has been done with the 
sole view of marking my adoration of yourself/’ 

231 



1 Ll 


" r 

11 /jc- JaS'j *' 


JoJ 


l*V" 


J jb j} j > *111 ^ia.1 ji' /uft 1 JJ 


* 




4 j b . ~a_ . -*■ 


-? 


ill 


j&\ t 




*3 


ill j ._i£l - JAJ Li Jl&b I Itfl 1 1 I_r- 


1, r 

! i 


II ^ y u 

J j jiL U 


LS& / 





■•J 





11 



,1 



-l" 



a 


L« 


all jib 




IfJ 3 


LDulal jjC AibO^wJii ji hU 1 


■#■ P" 



U1 




l 




Lj i ^ i* ^’bijL: 1 '^i * ft 




. JudVl ti* 




jjs 


j 


■ 


U 


i\ - 







4-taUlil ^ '■> Jt- 1 ^ 

J j ' -jV w jllj t g" a j jjSa t k±ili jAt Cjj£a bli : 



]Vb jj m 



dt >- * 



* 

kJ 


>_3i 


Vi ^aJvi ^ 


4"i I J L* JSj * lilj ] j5U' 

* + 


230 


l WVW.RMTY.C0M 





















It would be impossible to say what Emma felt, on 
hearing this - she was mo completely overpowered to 
he able to reply. And two moments of silence being 
ample encouragement for Mr Elton, who tried to 
take her hand again, as he joyously exclaimed: 

"Charming M iss Woodhousc! Allow me to 
interpret this interesting silence. It confesses that you 
have long understood me." 


"No. sirC cried Emma, *i have been in a most 
complete error with respect to your views, till this 
moment. As to myself, I am verv sotty that you 

m # t 

should have been giving way to any feelings - 
nothing could be farther from ray wishes - your 
attachment to my friend Harriet - your pursuit of her. 
(pursuit, it appeared,) gave me great pleasure, and 1 
have been very earnestly wishing you success: but 

had l supposed that she were not vour attraction to 

Hart field. 1 should certainly have thought you judged 
ill in making your visits so frequent. Am l to believe 
that you have never sought to recommend yourself 
particularly to Miss Smith? That you have never 
thought seriouslv of her?" 


-1 

u Ne\ er, madam. I assure you, / think seriously ot 
Miss Smith I Miss Smith is a very good sort o' git* 1 - 

and I should be happy to see her settled.-L wish her 

extremely well: and. no doubt, there are men u ho 
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might not object to,., Everybody Lias their level: bm! 

as for myself, I am not, 1 



, quite so mud] at * 
loss, f need not totally despair of an equal alliance, as 

to be addressing myself fcp Miss Smith! No. mad?- ^ 


my visits to Hartfield have been for yourself only; 
and the encouragement l received. " 


^Encouragement! - I give you encourageraeni! - 
Sir. you have been entirely mistaken in supposing it. 
T have seen you only as the admirer of my friend, in 
no other light could you have been led into a 


misconception of your views; not beins aware, 
probably, any more than myself, of the very great 
inequality which you are so sensible of. But. as it is, 

the disappointment is single, and, \ trust, will not be 

1 ~"* i “a. I' - " ' 




e no 



of matrimony at present 


Me was too angry to say another word; her 
maimer too decided to invite supplication; and in 
this >tuic of swelling resentment and deep 
mortification, they had to continue together a few 
minutes longer, Without knowing, the carriage 
stopped at his house; and he was out before another 
syllable passed, Emma then felt it indispensable to 
wish him a good-night, fhe compliment was just 
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returned, coldly and proudly; and, under 
indescribable irritation of spirits, she was then 
conveyed to Hartfreld. 


by 


There she was welcomed, with the utmost delight, 
her father, who had been trembling for the 


dangers of a solitary drive with a strange coachman, 
not James; and there seemed as if her return onh 
were wanted to make everything go well. For Mi 
John Knightley, ashamed of his ill-humour, 
all kindness and attention; and so panic 
solicitous tor the cc fort of her father, a 
ii not quite ready to join him in a basin o 

sensible of its being exceed it 
wholesome; and the day was concluding mpeae 
and comfort for everybody, except herself But her 
mind had never been in such perturbation, and it 






needed a very strong effort to appear attentive and 
cheerful nil the usual hour of separating allowed her 
the relief of quiet reflection. 
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C iiapter Sixteen 


I he hair was curled, and the maid sent away, and 
Emma sat down to think and be miserable. It was a 
wretched business, indeed 1 Such an overthrow of 
everything she had been wishing for. Such a blow for 
Harriet! That was the worst of all. Every part of it 
brought pam and humiliation., of some sort or other 

I had not persuaded Harriet into liking the 
man, I could have borne anything. But poor 1 lametP 

How she could have been so deceived! lie 
protested that he had never thought seriously of 
Harriet! She looked back as well as she could: but it 

r 

was all confusion. She had taken up the idea, she 

supposed, and made everything bent to it. His 

manners, however, must have been unmarked, 

wavering, dubious, or she could not have been so 
misled. 

The picture! How eager he had been about the 
picture! And the charade! And a hundred otliet 
circumstances; how clearly they had seemed to point 
to Harriet. To be sure, the charade, in tact-it suited 
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neither; it was a jumble. Who could have 
through such thick-headed nonsense? 


Certainly, she had often, especially of late, 
thought his manners to herself unnecessarily gallant: 
hut it had passed as his way, as a mere error of 
judgement, of knowledge, of taste, as one proof 
among others that he had not always lived in the best 

society; that with all the gentleness of his address, 

true elegance was sometimes wanting; but, till this 

very day, she had never, for an instant, suspected it 

to mean anything but grateful respect to her as 
Harriet's friend. 

To Mr. John Knightley was she indebted for her 
first idea on the subject, for the first start of its 


possibility. There was no denying ihat those brothers 
had penetration. She remembered what Mr. 


Knightley had once said to her about Mr. Elton, the 
caution he had given, the conviction he had 
professed that Mr. 1 Ion would never marry 
indiscreetly; and blushed to think how much truer a 
knowledge of his character had been there shown 


than any she had readied herself. Mr. Elton was 
proving himself, in many respects, the very reverse 
' M die mid meant and believed him; proud- 

assuming, conceited; very full of his own claims, and 
little concerned about the feelings of others. 

til e usual course of things, .Mr. 
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Wton s wanting to pay his addresses to her had sunk 
ini in her opinion. His professions and his proposes 
Jl-d him no service. He wanted to many we 
ha\ing the arrogance to raise 


his 


, and 

pretended to be in love; but she was perfectly rasyS 

r niU 5®^ an y disappointment that need b e 

^ red for. f here had been no real affection either in 
his language or manners. 



■ ... - . . . - —— need not trouble 

himself- an l P1 f M- ,m ‘u HC ° nly wanted to enrich 
self, and it Miss Woodhouse of ffartfield. the 

easilTnhL ^ P ° UIlds ’ Were not » 

forS c ? ? hC h3d fancied - he wou[d soon try 

for Miss Somebody else with twen tv. or ten. 

was T fnn£ T" ^ ' he WOrst ^ at her door It 
was foolish, it was wrong, to take so active a part in 

™gmg any two people together. It was adventuring 

T ming t0 ° mUCh - makin 8 light of what 
2 e ° n b ; was quite ashamed, and 

resolved to do such things no more. 


have * c “aiy «n«J poor m 

» erv much attached to this man. She might 
nc\er have thought of him but for me; and certainly 
never would have thought of him With hope, if I had 
not assured her of his attachment, for she is as 
modest and humble as I used to think him. QltJ That 
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done of me; but there I should have stopped, and left 
The rest to time and chance. I was introducing her 
into good company, and giving her die opportunity 
of pleasing someone worth having; I ought noL to 
have attempted more, Bui now, poor girl, her peace 
is cut up for some time, I have been half a friend to 
her. and ii she were not u> feel this disappointment so 
very much* i am sure 1 have not an idea of anybody 
else who would be at all desirable for t{er; William 
Coxe - Oh! Mo, I could not endure William Coxe - a 


pert young lawyer." 


To youth and natural cheerfulness like Emma s. 
though under temporary gloom at night the return of 
day will hardly fail to bring return of spirits. Emma 
8 l > 1 up on the morrow more disposed for comfort 
it tan she had gone to bed. more ready to see 
alleviations oi the evil before her, and to depend on 
getting tolerably out of if 
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Chapter Seventeen 




. amt Mrs. John K nigh | ley were not detained 
ung at Hartfield. The weather soon improved, to 
enable their return to their home. Mr. Woodhouse 
laving, as usual, tried to persuade his daughter to 
slay behind with al I her children, was obliged to see 
t ie whole party set orf. and return to his lamentations 

OVer * e dest,n y of Poor j sabe] , a _ wMch poQr 

a, passing her lile with those she loved, lull of 
their merits, blind to their faults, and always 

innocently busy, might have been a mode! ofriehl 
feminine happiness. 

The evening of the very day on which thev went 
brought a note from Mr. Elton to Mr. Woodhouse. a 
ong, civil, ceremonious note, to say. with Mr 

Ellon’s best compliments, “that he was proposing to 

cave Highbury the follow ing morning in his way to 

a • , uhere ' in compliance with the pressing 
entreaties of some friends, he had engaged to spe 

rP-tli" iiiAihtii __ _J 

and very much regretted the 
he was under, from various 

circumstances of weather and business, of taltine 
personal leave of Mr. Woodhouse, of whose friendly 
ci\ times he should ever retain a grateful sense - and 
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had Mr. Woodhouse any commands, should h 



If 


tl> < 



to 



Vi 





Emma was most agreeably surprised - mr 
dton s absence just at this time was the very thinu to 
be desiied. She admired him tor contriving it, though 

not ablc 10 g iv ^ him much credit for the manner in 

wfudi it was announced. Resentment could not have 

been more plainly spoken than in a civility to her 

father, from which she was so pointdJy Apluded. 

She had not even a share in \jis 

iinems. Her name was not men. 

there was so striking a change in all tli, 

thought at first, could not escape her 
suspicion. 

h did, however. Her father was quite taken tip 
with the surprise of so sudden a journey, and his 
fears that Mr, Elton might never get safely to the end 
of it, and saw nothing extraordinary in his language 
It was a very useful note, for it supplied them with 
fresh matter for conversation during the lonely 

winter night. 

? : ' H arriel no fonger in the 

dark.. She had reason to believe her nearly recovered 

from the cold, and it was desirable that she should 

have as much time as possible For getting ihe better 

of her other complaint before the gentleman"s return. 
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She went to Mrs. Goddard's 
next 




the very 



, > to undergo the 
communication; and a sev 
destroy all ilic hopes 

industriously feeding - to 
character of the one preferred 
herself grossly mistaken and 



ary penance of 
one it was. She had to 
she had been so 
-\ir in the ungracious 
- and acknowledge 
misjudging in all her 



on one subject, all her 
convictions, all her prophecies 




'attons, all her 
the last six weeks. 



The confession renewed her first shame - and the 
sight of Harriet’s tears made her think she s 
never be in charity with herself again, 

Harriet bore the intelligence very well - blaming 
- and in every 





testifying such an 
ingenuousness of disposition and lowly opinion of 

as must appear with particular advantage at 
that moment to her, 

Emma was in (he humor to value simplicity and 
modesty to the utmost, and all that was amiable, all 

that ought to be attaching, seemed on Harriet’s side, 
not her own. Harriet did not consider herself as 
having anything to complain of. The affection ol 
such a man as Mr. Elton would have been too great a 
distinction. She never could have deserved him - and 
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no 



<1,1 so pun lilt and kind ll friend as V| iss 


VVoodhousc would have thought of it possible 


Her tears fell abundantly - but her grief was soj 
truly artless, that no dignity could have made it more 
respectable In Emma s eyes and she listened to her 
and tned lo console her whli alt her heart and 


understanding realty for the time convinced that 
Harriet was the superior of the two and that to 
resemble her would be more for her own welfare and 


tiness than .til that nonius or intelligence. 



Her second duty now, inferior only to her father's 
claims, was to promote Harriet's comfort, and 
endeavor to prove her own affection in some better 
method than by matchmaking. She got her to 
Hartfield, and showed her the most unvarying 
kindness, striving to occupy and amuse her, and by 
books and conversation, to drive Mr. Elton out ol her 
mind. For in Hartiield where the wound had been 
given, there must the cure be found, and Emma felt 
that, till she saw her in the way of cure, there could 
be no true peace for herself 
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Chapter Eighteen 


' ir. Frank Churchill did not come. When the time 

proposed drew near, Mrs. Weston's fears were 

justified in the arrival of a letter of excuse. For the 

present, he could not be spared, to his “very great 

mortification and regret; but still he looked forward 

with the hope of coming to Randalls at no distant 
period." 


Mrs, Weston was exceedingly disappointed 
much more disappointed, in fact, than her husband, 
though her dependence on seeing the young man had 
been so much more sober; but a sanguine temper, 
though forevei expecting more good than occurs, 
does not always pay lor its hopes by any 
proportionate depression. It soon flies over the 
present failure, and begins to hope again. For half an 
hour Mr. Weston was surprised and sorry; but then 
lie began to perceive that Frank’s coming two or 
ihifiL months later would be a much belter plan; 
better time of year; better weather; and that he would 
be able, without any doubt, to stay considerably 
longer with them than if he had come sooner* 
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feelings rapidly restored his comfort, whiM 
Mrs, Weston, of a more apprehensive disposilioj 
foresaw nothing hut a repetition of excuses an?' 
delays, and after all her concern for what hi 
husband was to suffer, suffered a great dea! more. 

Emma w as not at this time in a state of spirits 
care realty about Mr, Frank Churchill's not coining] 
except as a disappointment for the Westons. But. as 
it was desirable that she should appear, hj^n 
like her usual self, she took care to expoaslsi 
interest in the circumstance, and enter as 
Mr. and Mrs. Weston's disappointment, 
naturally belong to their friendship. 

She was the first to announce it to Mr. 1 
and exclaimed as much as was necessary, at tie 
conduct of the Churchills, in keeping him away from 
Randalls. She then proceeded to say a great deal 
more than s3ie felt, of the advantage of such an 


era 




addition to their confined society at Surry: 
pleasure of looking at somebody new: the gala-day 
to Highbury entire, which the sight of him would 
have made; and ending with reflections on the 
Churchills, found herself directly involved in a 
disagreement with Mr. Knightley; perceived that stn 
" as making use of Mrs. Weston s. arguments against 
herself to prove to him that she was right - 
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Mr, and Mrs. Churchill are very likely at fault,” 

said Mr. Knightley, coolly; *‘but I dare say he might 
come t! he would/' 


I do not know why you should sav so. He wishes 

exceedingly to come; but his uncle and aunt will not 
spare him/* 

I cannot believe that he has not the power of 

con lr1 £* it he made a point of it It is too likely, for 
me to believe it without proof/’ 

“How odd are you! What has Mr. Frank Churchill 

done, to make you suppose him such an unnatural 
creature?" 


£ rv 

1 arn n °t supposing him at all an unnatural 
creature, in suspecting that he may have learnt to be 
above his connections, and to care very 7 little for 
anything but his own pleasure, from living with those 
who have always set him the example of it* It is 
expected that a man brought up by those who are 
l *' U ! ;i oiss. ,md selfish, should be proud, 
luxurious, and selfish too. If Frank Churchill had 
wanted to see his father* he would have contrived it 
v lcm Sep ten her and January* A man at his ace - 
whm is he' 7 Three-or four-and-twenty - cannot be 

without die means of doing as much as that. It is 
impossible*" 
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"That’s easily said, and easily felt by you, who 
have always been your own master* You are ihe 
worst judge in the world, Mr. Knightley, of the 
difficulties of dependence. You do not know what it 
is to have tempers to managed 

l 1 is not to be conceived that a man of three-or 
four-and-twenty should not have liberty of mind or 
limb to that amount. He cannot want moncy-he 
cannot want leisure. We know on the contrary, that 
he has so much of both. We bear of him forever at 
some watering-place or other. A little while ago he 
was at Weymouth. T his proves that he can leave Mr. 
and Mrs. Church]lf “ 

it is very unfair to judge anybody's conduct, 
without an intimate knowledge of their situation. 
Nobody, who has not been in the interior of a family, 
can say what the difficulties of any individual of that 
family may be. We ought to be acquainted with 
Enscombe, and with Mrs. Churchill's temper, before 
wc pretend to decide upon what her nephew can do 
He may at times be able to do a great deal more than 
he can at others.” 

“There is one thing, Emma, which a man can 
always do, if he chooses, and that is* his duty; not by 
maneuvering and finessing, but by vigour and 
resolution. It is Frank's Churchill’s duty to pay this 
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alien lion to his lather, Me knows it to be so. by 
promises and messages; but if he wished to do ii it 
might be done, A man who fell rightly would say at 
once, simply and resolutely. to Mrs* Churchill * Every 
sacrifice of mere pleasure you will always find ire 

Ml M 

ready to make to vour convenience; but I must go 
and see my father immediately. I know lie would be 
hurt by my failing in such a mark of respect to him 
on die present occasion* 1 shall, therefore, set off to¬ 
morrow/ Tf he w ould say so to her at once, in the 
lone of decision becoming a man, there would be no 
opposition made to his going." 


"No," said Emma, laughing, 4 *but there might he 
some made to his coming back again. Such language 
for a young man entirely dependent, to use! Nobody 
but you, Mr* Knightley, would imagine it possible 
But you have not an idea of what is requisite in 
situations directly opposite to your own. Mr. Frank 
Churchill, to be making such a speech as that to 
uncle and aunt who have brought him up, and are to 
provide for him! Standing up in the middle of the 
room, 1 suppose, and speaking as loud as lie could! 



How can you imagine such conduct practicable? 1 ’ 


' Depend upon it, Emma, a sensible man would 
find no difficulty in it. He would feel himself in die 
right: and the declaration made* of course, as a man 
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t>I sense would make it, in a proper manner would 

do him more good, raise him higher, fix his interest 

stronger with the people he depended on, than all 

that a tine of shifts and expedients can ever do. 

Respect would be added to affection. They would 

feci that they could trust him; that the nephew, who 

had done rightly by his father, would do rightly by 

them; for they know, as well as he does, as well as 

aO the world must know, that he ought to pay this 
visit to his father." 

' rather doubt that. You are very fond of bending 
little minds; but u here little minds belong to rich 
people in authority, things are rather different. I can 
imagine, that if you, as yon arc, Mr. Knightlev. were 
to be transported and placed all at once in Mr. Frank 
Churchills situation, you would be able to say and 
do just what you have been recommending for him: 
and it might have a very good effect. But then, you 
would have no habits of early obedience. To him 
who has, it might not be so easy to burst forth at once 
into perfect independence, and set all their claims on 
his gratitude and regard to naught.” 

"You will excuse my being so much 
overpowered, ll I find him conversable. 1 shall he 
glad of his acquaintance; but if he is only a 
chattering coxcomb, he will not occupy iniii'h of my 

time or thoughts” 
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My idea ot him is that he can adapt his 

conversation to the taste of everybody* and lias the 

power as well as the wish of being universally 

To you, he will talk of farming; to me, of 

awing or music: and so on to everybody, having 

the general information on all subjects which will 

enable him to follow the lead, just as propriety 

require, and to speak extremely well on each; that is 
my idea of him/" 



Js, that 


twenty to be the king of his compan 



ost 


"And mine, ’said Mr, Knight!ey warm 

it he turns out anything like it, he will* 
insufferable fellow breathing! What! 

di spen sing his flatteries around. that fie may m. t .k- 
appear like fools compared with himself! MytlCu 
Emma, vour own good sense could not endure such^ 
puppy when it came to the point" 


"I w 



say no more about him/' cried Emma, 



:e of 


you lum everything to e\ iL \\ e are both prejudiced; 
you against. I for him; and we have no e 
agreeing til! he is really here," 

"Prejudiced! 1 am not prejudiced/' 



"But J am very much, and without being all 
ashamed of it. My love for Mr. and Mrs. Weston 
gives me a decided prejudice in his favour/'' 
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' He is a person 1 never think of from orje month’s 
end to another, said Mr, Knight ley, with a degree of 
vexation, which made Emma immediately talk of 
something else, though she could not comprehend 
why he should be angry. 

To take a dislike to a young man, only because lie 

to be of a 






nt disposition from 
himself, was unworthy the real liberality of mind 
which she was always used to acknowledge in him: 

tor with all the high opinion of himself which she 

had often laid to his charge, she had never before for 

a moment supposed it could make him unjust to the 
merit of others. 
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Chapter Nineteen 


Emma anil Harriet had been walking together one 
morning, and, in rinma’s opinion, had been talking 
enough uf Mr. Elton for that day. She could not think 
that Harriet s solace or her own sins required more: 
and she was therefore industriously getting rid of the 
subject as they returned: - but it burst out attain when 
she thought she had succeeded, and after speaking 
some time of what the poor must suffer in winter 
and receiving no other answer than a very plaintive * 

“Mr, Elton is so good to the poor!” she found 
something else must be done. 


i hey were just approaching the house where Mrs. 

and Miss Bales lived. She determined to call upon 

i !.;n and seek safety' in numbers. There was always 

sufficient reason for such an attention; Mrs. and Miss 

Bate? loved to be called on; and she knew she was 

Considered by the very few who presumed ever to 

see imperfection in her* as rather negligent in that 

1 * ■ d as not contributing what she o unlit to the 

stock of their scanty comforts. 
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She had had a hint from Mr, Knightley and some 
from her own heart, as to her deficiency --but none 

were equal to counteract the persuasion of its being 

very disagreeable, - a waste of nine - tiresome 
women - and all the horror of being in danger of 
falling in with the second rate and third rate of 
Highbury, who were calling on them forever, and 



therefore she seldom went near them. But now 
made the sudden resolution of not passing thjfir door 
without going in — observing, as she pro 
Harriet, that, as well as she could c* 


were just now quite safe from any letter, 
Fairfax. 




The house belonged to people in business. Mrs, 
Miss Bates occupied the drawing room, and 
there, in the very modest sized apartment which was 
everything to them, the visitors were most cordially 

* '- mf 

and even gratefully welcomed; the quid, neat o 
lady* who with her knitting was seated in the 
warmest comer, wanting even to give up her place to 
Miss Woodhouse. and 




re active, talking 
daughter, almost ready to overpower them with care 
and kindness, thanks for their visit, solicitude for 

shoes, anxious inquiries abmit Mr. 
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Woodhouse's health, cheerful communications about 

her mother s, and sweet cake site prepared. “m3 

Cole had just been there, just called in for ten 

minutes, and had been so good as to sit an hour with 

hem. and she had taken a piece of cake and been so 

kind as to say she liked it very much; and therefore 

- C hoped Miss Woodhouse and Miss Smith would 
di them the favour to eat a piece too.” 

■ y. he , men, ' on of 'he Coles was sure to be followed 

a 0 ‘^ r ' ^hon. There was intimacy between 

item, and Mr. Cole had heard from Mr. Elton since 
s going avypy. Emma knew what was comine; they 

mus have the letter over again, and settle how long 

he had been gone, and how much lie was engaged in 
company, and what a favourite lie w as whenever he 
vent, Emma went through it very well, with ail the 
m erest and all the commendation that could be 
requisite and always putting forward to prevent 
Hamct s being obliged to say a word. 

h IT" !? ed W ' th sn,ilin S interest. “Have you 
heard Iroin Miss Fairfax lately? I hope she is well?” 


Thank you. 't ou are so kind!’ replied the happih 
t eccived aunt, u hile eagerly hunting for the tetter 
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Oh. Here it is. I was sure it could not be far off' I 
was reading it to Mrs. Cole, and since she went 

away. J was reading it again to my mother, for it is 
such a pleasure to her - a letter from Jane that she 
cannot hear it often enough and since you are so 
kind as to wish to hear what she says; but first, I 
must apologise for her writing so short a letter - only 

two pages, and in general she fills the whole paper 

* it!) fine handwriting. My mother often wonders that 

I can make it out so well. She often savs when the 

letter is first opened, ‘Well, Hetty, now I think you 

will be put to it to make out all the chequer-work - 

don’t you, ma'am? And then I fell her, I am sure she 

would contrive r 0 make it out herself, if she had 

nobody to do it for her. And indeed, though my 

mot her - s eyes are not so good as they were, she can 

see amazingly well still, thank God! With the help of 

spectacles, ft is such a blessing! My mother’s are 
really very good indeed." 


All this spoken extremely fast obliged Miss Bates 

to stop lor breath; and Emma said something very 

awl about the excellence of Miss Fairfax's 
handwriting. 

‘‘You arc extremely kind," replied Miss Bates, 
highly gratified, -you who are such ajuditc. and 
write so beautifully yourself. I am sure ihercJs 
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noDoay s praise that could give us so much 
as Miss tyoodhouse s, IVfy mother doesn't 
addressing her mother she said, ‘ Do v 

— — a p —f 

Woodhouse is 




hear/' 
ou hear what 


handwriting?” 


saving 




e s 


And Emma had to repeal her sillv compliment 

iwice before the good old lady could comprehend it. 

She was pondering in the meanwhile, upon the 

possibility, of making her escape from Jane Fairfax's 

lettei, and had almost resolved on hurrying away 

directly under some slight excuse, when Miss Bales 
turned to her saying: 


kk 





» k 



* is very trifling, by only 
raising tny voice, and saying anything two or three 
tunes over, she is sure to hear; but then she is used to 

my voice. But it is very remarkable that she should 

always hear Jane speaks so distinct! However, she 

will not find her grandmamma at all defer than ; 

was two years ago -and it really is fail two years, 
since she was with us/’ 

“Are you expecting Miss Fairfax here soon?” 

Yes^ next week/' 

“Indeed! That must be a very great pleasure.” 


!- h- 



you. You are very kind. Yes. ndkt week. 
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IS so surprised; and everybody says ih e 
same obliging things* 1 am sure 





w 




be as happy 

to see her friends at Highbury, as they can be to see 
hen Yes T Friday or Saturday; she cannot say which, 
because Colonel Campbell will 

carriage himself one o f those days. That's what she 

w rites about. I hat is the reason of her writing oui of 

rule, as we call it; for. in the common course, we 

not have heard from her before next Tuesday 
or Wednesday.” 



"Yes, so f imagined J was afraid there could be 

little chance ot my hearing anything of Mias Fairfax 
to-day.” 

"Sn obliging of you! No, we should not have 
IR - h iKid not been for this particular 

circumstance, of her being to come here so soon. My 
mother is so delighted! F or she is to be three months 

with us at (east. The case is, that the Campbells are 
going to Ireland. Mrs. Dixon has persuaded her 
father and mother to come over and see her directly. 
They had not intended to go over till the summer, but 
she is so impatient to see them again - for tili she 
married t last October, she was never away from them 


so 






a weeK, ana so sne wrote a very urgent 
letter to her mother - or her father, 1 declare 1 do not 
know which it w # as, but we shall see presently in 
Jane's letter wrote in Mr. Dixon's name as well as 
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her own, to press their coming over directly, and they 
would give them the meeting in Dublin, and take 
them back to their country-sea, Baly-craig. a 

beautiful place, 1 limey. Jane has heard a great deal 

of' its beauty; from Mr. Dixon I mean - I do not know 
that slit e\ ci heard about it from anybody else; but it 
w as very natural, that he should like to speak of his 

^ - I I " 1 i . 



own place while he was paying his addresses 

as Jane used to he very often walking out with ihem 
~ for Colonel and Mr. Campbell were very particular 
about then daughter s not walking out often with 
only Mr, Dixon* for which 1 do not blame them; of 
course she heard everything he might be telling Miss 
f "ipbell about his own home in Ireland: and I thinJk 
she wrote us word that lie had shown them some 

drawings of the place, views that lie had taken 
himself. He is a most amiable. 



, .. 0 young man 

belie\i. wus cjuitc longing to 140 tu Ireland 

from his account of things. 

At this moment* an ingenious 





e 



t 

c 



s brain with regard to 
Fairfax, this charming Mr. Dixon, and the not g 

to Ireland, she said, with the insidious desist 
further discovefy. 




n of 


“You 
should 


must feel it very fortunate that 



ss 



*1 


be allowed to come to you 
Considering the very particular 


at such a l i me, 
between 
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her and Mrs. Dixon, you could hardly have expected 

her to he excused from accompanying Colonel and 

Mrs. Campbell But, in spite of all her friends' 

urgency, and her own wish ot seeing Ireland. Miss 

Fairfax prefers devoting the time to you and Mrs 
Bates." 

“Yes, entirely her own choice, and Colonel and 

Mrs. C ampbell think she does quite right, just what 

they should recommend; and indeed they particularly 
wish her to try her native air, as she has not been 
quite so well as usual today.” 

“f am concerned to hearof it. I think tm fcjudi?fj£* 
wisely. But Mrs. Dixon must be very disap 
Mrs. Dixon, J understand, has no remarkable d 
of personal beauty; is not, by any means, to 
compared with Miss Fairfax ? 11 




< 


Oh! No, you are very obliging to say such things 
- but certainly not. There is no comparison between 
them. Miss Campbell always was so plain but 
extremely elegant and amiable” 

“Yes, that of course” 

“Jane Caught a bad cold, poor thing! So long ago 
as the 7 11 ' of No vember, (as I am going to read you,) 
she never mentioned it before, because she would not 
alarm us. However, she is fin* from well, that her kind 
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friends the Campbells think she had better come 

home, and try an air that always agrees w ith her; and 

they have no doubt that three or four months at 

Highbury w ill entirely cure her-and it is certainly a 

great deal belter lhat she should come here, than go 

to Ireland, ii she is unwell. Nobody could nurse her, 
as we should do,” 


It appears to me the most desirable arrangement 

in the world, l am afraid we must be going,” said 

Emma, glancing at Harriet, and beginning to rise. 

“My father will be expecting us. I had no intention, I 

thought \ had no power of staying more than a short 

' v bile, w hen I first entered ihe house. 1 merely called* 

because I would not pass the door without inquiring 

alter Mrs, Bates; but 1 have been so pleasantly 
detained!” 

And not all that could be urged to detain her 
succeeded. She regained the street - happy in Lliis. 
that though much had been lorccd on her against her 
will; though she had in fact heard the whole 

substance of Jane Fairfax's letter, she had been able 
to escape the letter itself. 
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Chapter Twenty 


lane Fairfax was an orphan, the only child of Mis 
Bate * s youngest daughter. 

The marriage of Lieut. Fairfax and Miss Jane 

Bates, had its day of fame and pleasure, hope and 

interest; but nothing now remained of it, save the 

melancholy remembrance of him dying in action 

abroad - ot his widow sinking under grief soon 
afterwards - and this girl. 


By birth she belonged to Highbury: and when at 

three years old, on losing her mother, she became the 

property, the charge, the consolation, the fondling of 

hei grandmother and aunt, there had seemed every 

probability of her being permanently fixed there; of 

her being taught only what very limited means could 

command, and growing up with no advantages of 

connection or improvement to be engrafted on w hat 

nature had given her in a pleasing person, good 

understanding, and warm-bean ed, well mean inn 
relations. 
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But the compassionate feelings of a friend of her 
gave a change to her identity. This was 
Colonel Campbell, who had very highly regarded 

Fairfax, as art excellent officer and most deserving 

young man; and farther, had been indebted to him for 
such attention, during a severe camp-fever, as he 

believed had saved his fife. When he did return, he 

sought out the child and took notice oflier He was a 
married man. with only one living child, a girl, about 
Jane’s age: and Jane became their guest, paying them 
long visits and growing a favourite with all; and 

before she was nine years old, his daughter’s great 

fondness of her, and his own \\ is 





friend, united to produce an offer from Colonel 
Campbell of undertaking the whole charge of her 
education. It was accepted; and from that period Jane 
had belonged to Colonel Campbell’s family, and had 

lived with them entin>lu only visilmr her 


grandmother from time to time. 


The plan was that she should be brought up for 
educating others; the modest inheritance from her 
father made independence impossible, i'o provide for 
her otherwise was out of Colonel Campbell’s power: 
tor though hincome was handsome, his fortune 
was moderate and must all be his daughter’s. 
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Such was Jane Fairfax's history. She had iau ejl 
into good hands, known nothing but kindness, and 
had been an excellent education. And Colonel! 
Campbell's residence being in London, offered her 
the opportunity to acquire a lot of that city's culture j 

L t , .1 P 

CIV 




m At the age of nineteen sue was 
qualified for the care of children, fully competent to 
the office of instruction But she was too much 
beloved to be parted with* Neither father nor mother 
could promote, and the daughter could not endure it. 
The evil day was put off, and lane remained w 
them, sharing as another daughter, in all 
pleasures of an elegant society, with her own 
understanding that all this might soon be over. 






The affection of the whole family, the warm 
attachment of Miss Campbell in particular, was the 
more honourable from the circumstances of Jane 's 
decided superiority both in beauty and acquirements. 
They continued together with unabated regard 
however, till the marriage of Miss Campbell* who by 
that chance, that luck which so 




anticipation in matrimonial affairs, giving attraction 
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to what is moderate rather to what is superior, 
engaged the affection o\ Mr* Dixon, a young man 

udi. and agreeable, almost as soon as they wer$ 
acquainted; and was happily settled while Jam 
Fairfax had vet her bread to earn. 



This event had very lately taken pW^toQ kttely 
anything to be attempted by her tel» fern 



friend towards 


ludgme 


fixed on for beginning. She had long resolved t 
one and-twenty should be the period. 

* lie good sense of Colonel and Mrs, Campbell 
could not oppose such a resolution, though their 
feelings did. Their fatherly affection was glad to 
catch at any reasonable excuse for not hurrying ofl 
the day in which she would leave their house forever. 
Shu had never been quite well since the time of their . 
daughter's marriage; and till she regains her usual 
strength, they must forbid her engaging in any kind 
of work. 
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With regard to her not accompanying them 
, her account to her aunt contained nothing 
but truth, though there might be some truths not 
It was her own choice to give the time of their 
absence to Highbury; to spend her last months of 
perfect liberty with those kind relations to whom she 
was so very dear; and the Campbells, whatever might 
be their motive, gave the arrangement their ready 
sanction, and said, that they 





more on a 

months spent in her native air, for the recovery of her 
health, than on anything else. C ertain it was that she 
was to come; and that Highbury, 
welcoming that perfect novelty which had been so 
long promised it - Mr. Frank Churchill - must put up 
for the present with Jane Fairfax. 




Emma was sorry - to have to pay civilities to a 
person she did not like through three long months! 
Why she did not like Jane Fairfax might be a 
difficult question to answer; Mr, Knight ley had once 
told her it was because she saw in her the real IV 


sue saw in ner it 

accomplished young woman, which she wanted to he 
thoughi herself; and though the accusation had been 
refuted at the time; there were moments of self 1 


examination in which her conscience could not quite 
acquit her. But 'she could never gel acquainted with 
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her, she did nut know how it was* but there was such 
coldness and reserve such apparent indifference 
whether she pleased or not and then her aunt was, 
such an eternal talker! And it had been always 
tmagtned that they were to be so intimate — because 
their ages were the same/' These were her reasons - 
she had no better, 1 


Emma's dislike for Jane Fairfax was so magnified 
by fancy, that she never saw Jane Fairfax the first 
nine after any considerable absence, without feeling 

that she had injured her; and now, when the due visit 
was paid, on her arrival, after two years' interval, she 
was particularly struck with the very appearance and 

manners, which Emma for those two whole years 

# 

had been depreciating, Jane Fairfax was remarkably 
elegam, and she had herself the highest value for 
elegance. Her height was just right, she had a 
beautiful face and eyes, despite signs of ill-health 
v a i she had felt lately. It was a style of beauty, of 
which elegance was the reigning character, and as 
such, she must, in honor, by all her principles admire 
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it: elegance, which, whether of person or of mind, 
she saw so little in Highbuiy. Thus she fell that she 
had been unjust in her opinion of the new visitor. 


On her first visit to Jane Fairfax, Emma was 
determined that she would dislike her no longer. 
When she took in her history, her situation, as well 

as her beauty; when she considered what all this 
elegance was destined to. what she w as goin 
from, how she was going to live, it was imffi 
feel anything but compassion and respect; 
if it was added to all this, the highly j? 

circumstance of an attachment to Mr, Dixon In. 
case, nothing could be more honourable, than l 

great sacrifices she had resolved on. If it were love, 
which she felt for Mr. Dixon, it would be simple, 
single, successless Jove on her side alone. From the 
purest of motives she might now be denying herscll 
this visit to Ireland, and resolving to divide hersel 1 
effectually from him and his connections by soon 
beginning her carreer of laborious duties. 



L'pon the whole, Emma left her with such 
softened, charitable feelings, as made her look 
around in walking home, and lament that Highbury 
afforded no young man worthy of her, nobodv that 
she could wish to scheme about for Jane Fairfax, 
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These were charming feelings - but not lasting, 
Jane had spent an evening at Hart field with her 
grandmother and aunt, and everything was relapsing 
much into its usual state. Former provocations re¬ 
appeared. The aunt was as tiresome as ever The 
Worst ol all. was Jane, who seemed so cold, so 
cautious! There was no getting at her real opinion. 
W rapped up in a cloak of politeness, she seemed 
determined to hazard nothing. She was disgustingly, 
suspiciously reserved. 


She was more reserved on the subject of 
\V evmouth and the Dixon’s character than anything 
She seemed ben! on giving no real insight into Mr 
Dixon's character, or her own value for his company, 
or opinion of the suitableness of the match, ft was all 
general approbation; nothing delineated or 
distinguished. It did her no service; however. Her 


caution was thrown away, Emma saw its artifice, and 
returned to her first surmises. There probably wa,s 
-omellnng more to conceal titan her own preference; 
Mr. Dixon, perhaps, had been very near changing 
one Iriend for another, or been fixed on I “to Miss 

■f* 
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Campbell tor the sake of the future twelv 
pounds. 



ni 


, T m U t C preserve Prevailed on other topics She 

I Mr Frank Churchill hud been a, WeyLulh * 


and Mr 


, . *—■ vv cymouth ai 

he same time, ft was known that they were a little 

ucquu'u'cd: bu, no, a Syllabi* of real tafomaS 

-iTima procure as to what he truly vvas “Was 

he handsome- - -She believed he was reckoned 


difficnif t n . ■ i * A ‘ 3 waterin g-P 1 ace > it was 
B “ . t0 decidc ° n such points ” She believed 

everybody found his manners pleasing. Emma could 
not forgive her. 
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Chapter Twenty One 


Emma could not forsive \w k.,* 

h° r / eS . Cnfmem were discerned by Mr 

* yr ^v ho had been pf the party and has seen 

°de y s P he P " r a il s rtCnti0n 3nd P ,easi °g ^havicur on bo[h 

Hartfidc] again on business with Mr. Woodhouse fci, 
approbation of the whole: not so openlv as he mid 

t V l d ™ , had her o«of A. r ^;£ 

&nnn uji'l "rough » be very intelligible to 
and had now t,"*! unjust to Jane - 

improvement «nting an 

>rtcula'irsleaS" „ ^KkirfL 

^A^rirsSS 

entertained by two such ««„„» , ■ e s «.asc to he 
with musir anH * ' U onien - sometimes 

sure Mfcs pi S “ mc,m,es *«■ conversation. I am 

rtnndulge„ a ; e h ^ fiS 2 *“ 
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am happy you approved." said Emma s 

hut 1 hope I am not deficient in what is due to 
guests at Hartfidd." 



■•That I am sure you are not. There is nobody 
as attentive and civil as you arc *• her 



"No " said Mr. Knightley, “you are n< 

neither in manner or comprehension I 
understand me.' 

An arch look expressed - ,l J understand 

_ f but she sard only. 41 

reserved / 1 



father said 




you 




you well 

is Fairfax is 


4 % 


I always told you she was - a little; but you will 


fount ° verc °me all that reserve which has 

foundation m diffidence 11 


its 


•You think her diffident. I do not 


see it. 




4l 



into one 
hope, that 


dear Emma," said he, moving from his chai, 
Close by her, “You are not going to tell me, I 
you had not a pleasant eveninu?* 4 


Oil! No; 1 was pleased wi 



my perseverance in 


king questions, and amused to think how little 
iMlormation 1 obtained." 
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^appointed," was Mr. Knightley’s oinlv 


vir 'u! , 0 P f t eVei ^ bod > has a pleasant evening ” said 

u is ^ 0dh t ° USe ’ ln his quiel wa y- ’’ad. Miss Bates 

is though ! 3 ^ T* good-humoured, as she always 

ve^nJt ^ ‘ ends; and Miss J ane Fairfax is a 

very well behav !t - voun 8 a vcr y prcttv/ind a 
fmmri .. ' bcha Y ed > 0un 8 la dy indeed. She mu ^ 

Hie evening agreeable, Mr. Knightle* 

Emma." 




u 



True, sir; and Emma, because she hadi 




to appease it, 


w 



no one could question?'She 



Emma saw his anxiety, and wi_ 

at least for the present, said, and w.ui a smeenty 

creature that one cannot keep one’s eyes^froin^fam 

J ways watching her to admire; and I do pity her 
from my heart,” pity ner 

Mr. Kjiigl 
than lie cared 
any reply, Mr. 
the Bates, said: 

“It is a great pity that their circumst; 
be so confined! And 1 have often wished 




looked as if he 
to express; and he for 
Woodhouse. whose 


more gratified 
c he could make 




: on 



should 
- but it is so 
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Male one can do -small, trifling presents. Now we 

liave slaughtered a lamb, and Emma thinks of 
sending them a leg. Do not you think so. my dear?” 

My dear papa, 1 sent the whole hind-quarter I 
knew you would wish if.' T 

Emma." said Mr. Knightley. ”1 have a piece of 
news for you. Vou like news - and I heard an article 
m m y ^ Jf her that I think will interest vou/’ 


News! Yes, I always like news. What is it 7 Why 

tS" 11 ' 507 Where did *° u " 

He had time only to say: “No, not at Randalls 1 
have not been near Randalls.” 


hen the door was thrown open, and Miss Bates 
an Miss Fairfax walked into the room foil of news 
Mr. Kmghtley soon saw that he had lost his moment 

so he kept quiet. 

“My dear sir, how are you this morning? My dear 

Miss Woodhouse - such a beautiful hind-quarter of 

pork! You are too bountiful! Have you heard the 
news. Mr. Elton is going to be married ” 

Emma had not had the time to even think of Mr. 
Elton, and she was so completely surprised that she 
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could not avoid a I 



Hiie start, and a 






, at tfie 




“ T here - is m J news: 1 bought it would interest 

* Knightlcy, wiiJi a smile which implied 

taZsr or «rii 


a 


where could you hear it?" cried Miss Bates 
Where could you possibly hear it, Mr. Knightley? 

it is not five minutes since 1 received Mrs. Cole’s 

' no, it cannot be more than five - or at least ten 

, ,* d 801 m y honnet just ready to come out - 
and just then came the note. How could you possibly 

Mr" /? I", ^ t Mr, C *£S 

• ■ Cole of it, she sat down and wrote to me.” 


“I was with 
ago. He had 
in, and handed 


Mr. Cole on business an hour and half 
just read F.lton’s letter, as I was shown 
it to me directly.” 


"Well, 1 
more generally i 



: there was never a piece of news 
>’ said Miss Bates. 
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"It was short - merely to announce - but cheerful 
exulting, of course." Here was a s!v glance at Emma’ 
"He had been so fortunate as to -1 forget the pS£ 

words - the information was. as you state, that he 

was going to be married to a Miss Hawkins. By this 

style, I should imagrnc it just settled ” 

"Mr. Elton going to be married!" said Emma, as 
soon as she could speak. "He will have everybody 's 
wishes lor his happiness." 

"He is very young to settle," was Mr 
Woodhouse’s observation, “He had better not be in a 



He seemed to me very well off as he was. We 
were always glad to see him at I kirtfield,” 

This is great news, indeed. Jane, you have never 

seen Mr. Elton! No wonder that you have such a 
curiosity to see him," said Miss 



Jane's curiosity did not 

nature to meet him. 


appear of that absorbing 


El 


No, I have never seen Mr, Elton,” she replied 


"is he - is he a tall man?” 

"Who shall answer that question?" said Emma. 
"My father would say, ‘yes,’ Mr 

and Miss Bates and ! that he is just 
medium. When you have been here a 



ay 


no ; 
the happy 
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Miss Fairfax, you will understand that Mr. 
the standard of perfection in Highbury. 




person and mind." answered Emma. 

Emma continued saying: "As to who, or what 
Miss Hawkins is, or how long he has been 
acquainted with her, nothing I suppose can be 
known. One feels it cannot be a very Inng 
acquaintance. He has been gone only four weeks.” 

Nobody had any information to 
continued: "You are silent. Miss Fairfax - mir^ope 
you mean to take an interest in this newfoo 
have been hearing and seeing so muclfRW 
these subjects, who musl have been so deefftAme 

business on Miss Campbell s account - we sha 

your being indifferent about Mr. Elton a 
Miss Hawkins.” 

"When I have seen Mr. Elron " replied Jane. “I 
shall be interested - but I believe it requires that with 
me. And as it is some months since Miss Campbell 
married, lie impression may be a little worn off.’ 

^ es > he has been gone just four weeks, as you 
observe. Miss Woodhouse, ’ said Miss Bates. "Miss 
Hawkins. Well, 1 had alivays rather fancied it would 
be some young lady hereabouts; not that I ever - 
Mrs. Cole once whispered to me - but 1 immediately 
said, ‘No, Mr, Elton is a most worthy yTJune man - 
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but - in short. I do not think l am particularly quick 

at those sort of things. I do not pretend to it. What is 
before me, I see. At the same time nobody could 
wonder if Mr. Elton should have aspired Miss 

Woohouse lets me chatter on, so good-humouredly. 

tlou doe> Miss .Smith do'.’ She seems quite 
recovered now. Have you heard from Mrs John 
Knighrley lately? Those dear little children. Jane, do 

you know i always fancy Mr. Dixon like Mr John 

K nightley. 1 mean in person - tall, and with that sort 
ot look - and not very talkative. 1 


"Quite wrong, my dear aunt; there is no likeness 

at all.” 


"Very odd! But one never does form a just idea of 

anybody beforehand. One takes up a notion, and runs 

away with it. Mr. Dixon, you say, is not strictly 
speaking handsome.” 


“Handsome! Far from it - certainly plain. I told 
you he was plain.” 

Well, my dear Jane. I believe we must be 

running away. The weather does not look well, and 

grandmamma will be uneasy. You are too_obliginu. 
my dear Miss Woodhouse; but we really must t^k. 
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leave. This has been a most agreeable piece of news 
indeed. Oh! Mr. Knightley is coming too. I am sure 
Jr Jane is tired she could depend on you." 

alone with her father, had half her 

wanted by him. while he lamented that 

■s F«*pie would he in such a hurry to many - 

to marry strangers too - and the other half she 

amid give to her own view of the subject It was to 
herself an amusing »nd o ' “ 


attention 




any a very welcome pj_ 

P rovin £ ^ iat Mr Elton could not have 
suttered long; but she was sorry for Harriet: Harriet 

must feel it - and all that she could hope was, b\ 

giving the first information herself, to save her from 

hearing it abruptly from others. Tt was now about the 

time that she was likely to call. If she were to meet 

r\‘T IOC 1 1-3 ri ■t' i-~m i i -u __ I ■ _ 



1SS Bates in her way! And upon its beginning to 
lain Emma was obliged to expect that the weather 
would be detaining her at Mr. Goddard’s, and that 
the intelligence would undoubtedly rush upon her 
without preparation 

The shower was heavy, but short; and it had not 
been over five minutes, when in came Harriet with 
just the heated, agitated look which hurrying thither 

W!th « heart was likely to give; 7nd the Oh 
Miss Woodhouse, what do you think has happened!’’ 
flitch instantly burst forth. As the blow was given 
Emma felt that she could not now show .greater 
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kindness than in listening; and Harriet* unchecks 
nin eagerly through what she had to tell “She had s 
oui from Mrs, Goddard's half an hour ago - she hajl 
been afraid it would rain - but she thought she might 1 

get to 11 a it fie Id first - she had hurried on as fast as I 

possible; but then* as she was passing by the house ! 
where a woman was making up a gown for ! ier she! 
thought she would just step in and see how it went on I 
and thought she did not stay a moment there. sooJ 
after she came out it began to rain, and she didn't 
know what to do; so she ran on directly* as fast as 
she could, and took shelter at Ford's. Ford’s was the | 
principal woolen and linen shop* in size and fashion 
in the place. And so s ihere she sat, w ithout an idea of 
anything in the world, lull ten minutes, when ail of a 
sudden, who should come in* to be sure - it was so 

very odd! - but they always deaft at Ford’s, It was 

Elizabeth Martin and her brother! Dear Miss I 


Woodhousc! Only think. I thought i should have 
fainted. I did not know what to do. 1 was sitting near 
the door - Elizabeth saw me directly; but he did not; 
he was busy with the umbrella. I am sure she saw 
me* but she looked away directly* and they both went 
1,1 !• i • 11 die farther end of the shop; and I kept sitting 

near the door! Oh! Dear, i was so miserable! I could 
not go away because of the rain; but I did so wish 

m 'he world but there. Oh! Dear, 
Miss Woodhouse - at last I fancy, he looked round 
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jncl saw me; for instead of going on with her huvinJ 
they began whispering to one another. I am sure ihl 
were talking of me; and 1 could not help thinking t]2 
he was persuading her to speak to me - (do you diinW 

he was. Miss Woodhouse?) - for presently'she can,. 


, 'W* K‘WLiiilV MllU’ailltt 

orwai-d - and asked me how I did, and seemed ready 
to shake hands, if] Would. She did noi do any of it jg 
ic same way that she used; but. however, shd’ 
seemed to try to be very friendly, and we shook 
hands, and stood talking some time; but bknow no 

more what 1 said - ( was in such a trcnftVl -7 

remember she said she was sorry we ne^nmie 
which I thought almost too kind! Uy thafTn^n v 
beginning to hold up, and ) was ' detenifiSSld, 
nothing could stop me from getting away - andCt* 
on - v Ulink ; * foun d he was coming up towards 

s ow y, as il he did not quite know whal to do; and so < 
1 C Game and spoke, and I answered -1 was feeling 
dreadful, I can’t tell you how, and then ; took 
courage, and said u did not rain, and I must go: and I 
had not gone more than three yards from the door 
when he came after me, only to say. if j was go ir e to 
arttield. he thought I had much better go round b v 
Mr. Cole's stable, for I should find the near wav 

quite floated by rain. Oh! Dear, I thought it would 

have been the death of me! I was very much obliged 
to lum, and I came round by the stables I believe I 
did - bill I hardly knew where I was. Oh! Miss 
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Woodhouse, J would rather done anything than hav 
had it happen; and vet there unrt _ 


had it happen; and yet there was some sort 
satisfaction have in seeing him behave so pleasantly 
and so kindly. Oh! Miss Woodhouse, do talk to mg 
and make me comfortable again/' i 



Emma tried to convince her that the natter wad 
not serious, and is unworthy of being dwelt on 

"ft might be distressing, for the moment." saiJ 

she; but you seem to have behaved extremely wdl; 

and it is over - and can never - as a first meeting 

occur again, and there tore, you need not think about* 
it” 


Hamel said, “Very true," and she "would not 
ihmk about it," but still she talked about it - still she 
could talk of nothing else; and Emma, at last, in 
order to pul the Martins out of her head, was obliged 
to hurry on die news, which she had meant to give 
with so much tender caution; hardly knowing herself 
whether to rejoice or be angry, ashamed or only 
amused, at such a state of mind in pour Harriet - such 
a conclusion o! Mr. Elton's importance with her! 
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Mr. Alton’s rights, however, revived. Though sh« 
vid no! feel the first intelligence as she might h a J 
done the day before, or an hour before, its inte., 

increased; and before their first conversation w» 
° Ver ’ , sllc had talked herself into all the sensations of 


curiosity, wonder, and 
this fortunate Miss 

thought of the Martins 




' p*un and pleasure, as 


vv 




ade tin 



from her tlio liixIi ts, 
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< hapter Twenty Two 


Human nature is so well disposed towards those 
who are in interesting situations, that a voting person. 

who either marries or dies, is sure of beina kindly 
spoken of. 

A week had not passed since Miss Hawk in’s 
name was first mentioned in Highbury, before she 
was, by some means or other* discovered to have 
every recommendation of person and mind; to be 
handsome, elegant, highly accomplished, and 
perfectly amiable: and when Mr. Elton himself 
arrived to triumph in his happy prospects, and 
circulate the fame of her merits, there was very little 
more for him to do, than to tell middle name, and say 
whose music she principally played. 

Mr. Elton rclurned a very happy man. I le had left 
Highbury rejected and mortified -disappointed in a 
very sanguine hope, after a series of what had 
appeared to him strong encouragement; and not only 
losing the right lady, but finding himself debased to 
the level of a very wrong one. He had gone away 
deeply offended he came back engaged to another - 
as superior, of course, to the first, as under such 
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wliat ls gained always is to wnai j s 
nst. Me came back gay and self-satisfied, eager and 

busy, caring nothing for Miss Woodhouse, and 

defying Miss Smith, 

The charming Augusta Hawkins, jb addition to all 
t ic u sual advantages of the perfect beauty and merit 

was in possession ol'an independent fortune, of so 

many thousands as would always be called ten. And 
lie had gained her with such rapidity the fifci hour 
of miuuluction had been so very soon follot^SrtJbv 
*" " s,lcd notice: the history which hel^d^) 

Cole ot the nroaress of the a flat 





glorious - the steps so quick from the aiL 

encounter, to the dinner at Mr. Green's, and the p 

at Mrs. Brown’s - smiles and blushes rising Z 

importance - the lady had been so easily impressed - 

so ready to have him, that vanity and prudence were 
equally contented. 




During his short stay at Highbury, Emma had 

. "fc I - - r. Bn * _ I I H 1 


civ seen him; but just enough to feel that the first 

meeting was over, and to give her the impression of 

lus being improved by the mixture of pique and 
pretension, now spread over his air. She, was m faci, 
beginning very much to wonder that she had ever 


thought him pleasing at all; and fits sighf was so 
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inseparably connected with some verv disagreeubi 
fedings, that except in a moral light, as a penance, a 
lesson, a source of profitable humiliation to her own 
mind, she would have been thanklul to be assured of 
ncvei seeing him again. She washed him very well; 

y^ 1 welfare twenty miles otf would administer 
most satisfaction. 


Of the lady, individually, Emma thought very 
little. She was good enough for Mr. Elton, no doubt; 
accomplished enough for Highbury - handsome 
enough - to look plain, probably, by Harrietts side. 
As to connection, there Emma was perfectly easy; 
persuaded, that after all his own vaunted claims and 
disdain of Harriet, he had done nothing. It did not 
appear that she was at all her friends superior. Miss 
Hawkins was the youngest daughter of a Bristol 
merchant. On the whole his profits appeared 
model ate* Part of every winter she had been used to 
spending in Bath, but Bi istol w as her home, the vers 
hean of Bristol: for though the father and mother had 
died some years ago, an uncle remained, who was a 


lawyer, and with him the daughter lived* And all the 
grandeur of connection, which Mr. Elton vaunted, 

seemed dependent on the elder sister, who w as very 
well married, who lived near Bristol, and kept two 
carriages! That was die wind-up of ilte history; that 
was the glory of Miss Haw kins* 
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Coukl she but have given Harriet her feelings 
about it all! She had talked her into love; but alas f 
She was not so easily to be talked out of h, And the 
poor girl was considerably worse from this 

reappearance of Mr. hi ton in Highbury. She was 
always having a glimpse of him somew here or other 
Hinma saw him only once; but two or three times 
every day Harriet was sure just to meet him* or Just 
to miss him, just to hear his voice, or see his 



er, just to have something occur to preserve 
him in hei fancy. She was, moreover, perpetually 

hearing about him; for, excepting when at Harlfield, 

she was always among those who saw' no fault in Mr 

Elton, and found nothing so interesting as the 

discussion of Ins concerns relating to that marriage. 

Her regard was receiving strength bv invariable 

praise of him. and her regrets kept alive* and feelings 

irritated by ceaseless repetitions of Miss Hawkins's 

happiness, and continued observation of how much 
he seemed attached! 

Had 11 been allowable entertainment, had there 

been no pain to her friend, or reproach to her frie_, 

in the waverings of Harriet's mind, Emma would 
have been amused by its variations. Sometimes Mr, 
Elton predominated, sometimes the Martins; and 
each was occasionally useful ns a cheek lo the other. 
Mr. Elton s engagement had been the cu#e of the 
agitation of meeting Mr. Martin. The unhappiness 
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produced by the knowledge ol that engagement had 
been a little put aside by Elizabeth Martin's calling at 

Mrs. Goddard 's a few days afterwards. Harriet had 

not been at home; but a note had been prepared and 

left for her, written in a mixture of reproach, with a 

great deal of kindness; and till Mr Elton himself 

appeared, she had been much occupied by it, 

continually pondering over what could be done in 

return, and wishing to do more than she dared 

confess. But Mr Elton, in person, had driven away 

all such cares. While he stayed, the Martins were 

forgotten: and on the very morning of his setting off 

for Bath, Emma, to dissipate some of the distress it 

occasioned, judged it best for her to return Elizabeth 
Martin's visit. 


How that visit was to be acknowledged what 

might be safest, had been a point of some doubtful 

consideration. Absolute neglect of the mother and 
the sisters, when invited to come, would be 
ingratitude, ft must not be: and yet the danger of 
renewal of the acquaintance. 

Alter much thinking, she could not determine on 
nothing better than Harriet's returning the visit; but 
in a way that should convince them that it was only a 
formal acquaintance. She meant to take henn the 
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drove a little farther 


leave her at the Abbey 

and called 

soon, as to allow no time for rec 
give the most deci 


Mill, while she 
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Chapter Twenty t hree 


Small heart had Harriet for visiting. Only half an 

hour before her friend called for her as Mrs 

Goddard s. her evil stars had led her to the very spot 

w ere, at that moment, a trank, directed to the 

Honorable Philip Elton, White-Hart, Bath and 

everything in this world, except that tnui its 
direction, was a blank. 



She went, however; and when they reacfe, lKi 

aim, and she was to be put down, at the end of (ha, 

broad sidewalk, which was surrounded by apple trees ^ 
to the front door, the sight of everything which had 
given her so much pleasure the autumn Wore was 
beginning to revive a little agitation; and when they 
parted, Emma observed her to be looking around 
with a sort of fearful curiosity, which determined her 
not to allow the visit to exceed the proposed quarter 
of an hour. She went on herself, to give that portion 

°* ,5? an oId servant who was married, and 
settled in DonweN 

The quarter of an hour brought her punctually to 
the white gate again; and Miss Smith receding her 
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summons, was With her without delay. She came 
solitarily down the gravel walk - Miss Martin 

appearing at the door, and parting with her seemingly 
with ceremonious civility. 

Harriet could not very soon give an intelligible 

account She was feeling too much; but at last Emma 
collected from her enough to understand the sort of 
meeting, and the sort of pain it was creating. She had 
seen only Mrs. Martin and the two sisters. Thev had 
received her doubtingly and coolly; and nothing 

beyond the merest common-place had been talked ~ 

until Mrs. Martin, all of a sudden said, that she 
thought Miss Smith was grown, which brought in a 
m ue lively subject, in that very room she had 
measured last September, with her two friends. There 
were the penciled marks on die window. He had 
done it. They all seemed to remember the day. the 
hour, the party, the occasion, they were just growing 
again like themselves, {Harriet, as Emma must 
suspect, as ready as the best of them to be cordial 
and happy,) when the carriage reappeared, and all 
was over. The style of the visit, and the shortness of 
it, were then felt to be decisive to the Martin family. 
Fourteen minutes to be given to those with whom she 
had thankfully passed six weeks not six months ago! 

Emma could feel how justly they must resent, how 

naturally Harriet must suffer. She would have-given 
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great deal, or endured greatly to have had the 
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Martins in a higher rank of life. They were so 
deserving, that a little higher should have been 

enough for her friend: but as it was, how could she 
have done otherwise? - Impossible! She could not 
repent. They must be separated; bin there was a great 
deal of pain in the process - so much to herself at this 
lime, that she soon felt the necessity of a little 
consolation, and resolved so going home by way of 
Randals. Her mind was quiet sick of Mr. Elton and 

Lhc Martins. The refreshment of Randalls was 
absolutely necessary. 


It was a good scheme; but on driving to the door 
they heard that neither “master or mistress was at 
home;" they had both been out some time; it was 
believed that they were gone to Hartfield. 


“This is too bad/' cried Emma, ‘‘And now we 
shall just miss them; too provoking! I do not know 
when 1 have been so disappointed?’ 

Presently the carriage stopped; she looked up: it 
was stopped by Mr, and Mrs. Weston, who were 


standing to speak to her. There was instant pleasure 
in the sight of them, and still greater pleasure was 


conveyed in sound - for Mr. Weston immediately 
accosted her with: “How d’ ye do? How d 1 ye do? 
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We have been sitting with your father-glad to see 

him look so well. Frank comes tomorrow! 1 * 


There was no resisting such news, no possibility 
of avoiding the influence of such a happy face as Mr 
U estoiTs, confirmed as it all was by the words and 

the countenance of bis wife, fewer and quieter but 

not less to the purpose. Emma sincerely rejoiced in 
theii joy- It was a most delightful re-animation of her 
exhausted spirits- The worn out past was sunk in the 
freshness of what was coming, and she hoped Mr 
Elton would now be talked of no more. 


“I shall soon bring him over to Hartfield,” Mr 

Weston told her. 

“We had better move on, Mr. Weston/’ said Mrs 
Weston, \ve are detaining the girls/' 

Wei], well, 1 am ready: T - and turning again to 
Emma, but you must not be expecting such a very 
fine young man: you have only had my account, I 
dare say he is really nothing extraordinary/ 1 though 

his own sparkling eyes at the moment were speaking 
a very different conviction. 


“Think of 
four o’clock/’ 


me to-morrow, my dear Emma, about 
said Mr. Weston with some alfxiety 
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•Tour o'clock! Depend upon it he will be here by 

three." was Mr. Weston’s parting words. And so 

ended ^ a most satisfactory meeting which revived 
Emma’s tired spirits. 

The morning of the day Mr. Frank Churchill was 
expected to arrive, Emma saw two gentlemen sitting 
with her father in the parlour - Mr. Weston and his 
son. They have arrived only a few minutes, and Mr. 
W'eston has scarcely finished his explanation of 
1-rank’s being a day before his time, and h^fruher 
was yet in the midst of his very civil wd$ 
congratulations, when she appeared, to 
share of surprise, introduction, and pleasure. 
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The Frank Churchill so long talked of. was 

actually before her - he was presented to her. and she 

did not think too much had been said in his praise; he 

was a very good looking man, tall, and his 

countenance had the spirit and liveliness of his 
father's. 
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to, and some errands for Mrs. Weston at Ford’s; but 


hurry 


son, too well bred to hear the hint, rove 
immediately also, saying: “As you are going farther 
on us mess, sir. I will take the opportunity of paving 

B ViSlt ’ Wh,ch raust be paid some day or other and 

may as well be paid now. ! have the honour of bein- 
acquainted with a netghbour of yours, (turning to 
I nimv) a lady residing in or near I fighbury; a family 
he name of Fairfax. I shall have no difficulty I 
suppose, m finding the house; though Fairfax,’r 
_eheve, is not the proper name - I should rather sav 

JJJJJ OT Bates - Do y° u any family of that 


'To be sure we do,” cried his father; "Mrs Bates 
‘ WC passed her house. True, true, you are 

cquamted with Miss Fairfax; I remember you knew 
her at Weymouth, and a fine girl she is.” ; 

miZllf” necessit y for calling this 

reommg said the young man, “another day would 

do as well; but there was that degree of acquaintance 

at Weymouth which...” 

“Go to-day. Do not defer it. What is right to be 
one cannot be done too soon. And, besides, I must 
give you a hint, Frank; any want of attentiuii to her 
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here should be careful ly avoided. You saw her with 
the Campbells when she was the equal of eveiybodv 

she mixed with, but here she is with a poor old 
grand mother, who has barely enough to live 
you do not call early it will be a slight * 


oil ff 


The son looked convinced. 




I have heard her speak nt the acquaintance, 
said Emma, she is a very elegant young woman. 15 


He agreed to it, bui with so quiet a “Yes” as 
inclined her almost to doubt his real concurrence; 
and yet, there must be a very distinct sort of elegance 
for the fashionable world, if Jane Fairfax could be 
thought only ordinarily gifted with it. 

“Ifyeu were never struck by her manners before " 
said she, “I think you will do so to-day. You will see 
her to her advantage, see her and hear her - no. 1 am 
afraid you will not hear her at all. for she has an aunt 


*1 


who never holds her tongue. 

^ ac 1 ua * n tcd 'Vim ivusa jane rairtax, sir. 

are you?” said Mr. Woodhouse. "then give me leave 

to assure you that you will find her a very agreeable 

young lady. She is staying here on a visit to her 

grandmamma and aunt, very worthy people; I have 

known them all my life. I hey will be extremely 

to see you. ! am sure, and one of my servants shall 
go with you to show you the way." ~ 
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"My dear sir, upon 
father can direct me.” 


no account in the world; nJ 


Finally, they were permitted to go alone to Miss 

Fairfax’s house. Emma was very pleased with this 
beginning of the acquaintance, and could now 
engage to think of them all at Randalls any hour of 
the day, with full confidence in their comfort* 
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Chap ter Twenty Four 


The next morning brought Mr. Frank Churchill 
again. He came with Mrs. Weston, lo whom and to 

Highbury he seemed to take very cordially. He had 

been sitting with her, it appeared, at home, till her 
usual hour/ of exercise; and on being desired to 
choose their walk, immediately fixed on HqAfatry 
He did not doubt their being very pleasa.. 
every direction, but if left to him. he shou 
choose the same. Highbury, that airy, cheer. 
would be his constant attraction.” Highbury'. 

Mrs. Weston, stood for Hartfield: and she trusted 
this being the same construction with him. The\ 

walked thither directly. 

■> 

Emma had hardly expected them: for Mr. Weston, 
who had called in for half a minute in order to hear 
that his son was very' handsome, knew nothing of 
their plans: and it was an aureeahh 




, to 


surprise 


perceive diem walking up to the huu$< 
together, arm in arm. She was wanting to see hitr 
again, and especially to see him in company witli 
Mrs. Weston, upon his behaviour to whom hot 
opinion of him was to depend. If he wardefieicnl 
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there, nothing should make amends for it. But on 
seeing them together, she became perfectly satisfied 

» ™ « ™r„y to W J S or 

compliment that he paid his duty; nothing could h e 
more proper or pleasing than his whole manner as 
her friend and securing her affection. And there was 

F ■ * ^ m ■ rz i. _ — _ __ I jpn* ■. 

a to secure a reasonable 
included all the rest or the 

They were al 1 three walking about together 
(or an hour or two - first round the shrubberies of 
Hartfield, and afterwards in Highbury. He was 
delighted with everything; expressed his admiration 
of Hartfield to Mr. Woodhouse, and confessed his 
wish to be made acquainted with the whole village, 
and found matter of commendation and interest 
much oftener than Emma could have - 


time enough 

for 

Emn 

judgment, as 

dieir 

visit 

morning. Fhey wer 

e alli 



Some of the objects of his curiosity spoke very 

gs. He 




w 




iged to be shown the house 
his father had lived in so longhand which had 
the home ol his father's 



—, and on 

recollecting that an old woman who had nursed him 

was Mill living, walked in quest of her collage from 

one end of the street to the other until he found it. 
Emma watched and decided that with such 
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s ds were now shown, it could 
that he had been ever voluntarily 
himself: that lie had not been acting a pan' or i 

a parade ot insincere professions: and that 
Knightely certainly bad not done him 


be tairly 






r 



Their first pause was at the Crown Inn. an 
inconsiderable house, through the principal one of 
the sort, where a pair of post horses w ere kept, more 

for the convenience of the neighbourhood than from 

any run on the road; and his companions had not 
expected to be detained by any interest excited there; 
but in passing it they gave the history of the large 
room visibly added; it had been built many years ago 
for a ball-room, while the neighbourhood had been 
populous. But such brilliant days had long passed 
away, and now the highest purpose for which it was 
ever wanted was to accommodate a whist club 
established among the gentlemen of the place. He 
was immediately interested, Its character as a ball 
mom caught him; and instead of passing on. he 
stopped for several minutes at the two superior 
windows, to look in and contemplate its capabalities, 
lament that its original purpose should have 





He saw no fault in the room, he w 
ledge none of which they suggested. It was 
and handsome enough to hold the very numhgr 
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For comfort. They ought to have balls there at feast 
every fortnight through the winter. Why had not 
Miss Woodhouse revived the former good days of 
the room? She who could do anything in Highbury! 

Emma was rather surprised to see the constitution of 
the Westons prevail so decidedly against the habits 
of the Church ills. He seemed to have all the life and 

cheerful feelings, and social inclinations of his 
father, and nothing of the pride and reserve of 
Enscombe. 


At last he was persuaded to move on from the 
front of die Crown; and being now almost facing die 
house where the Bates lodged, Emma recollected his 

visit the day before, and asked him if he had 




paid it. 

“Oh! \ es, 1 was just going to mention it A very 
successful visit. 1 saw' all the three ladies; and felt 
very much obliged to you for your hint 
would have been proper for a first visit, and I 
told my father I would be home before him - but 
there was no getting away, no pause, and to my utter 
astonishment I found, when he (finding nuTnowhere 
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else) joined me there, that I had been actually suiina 
wrth them nearly an hour* The good lady had not 
given me the possibility of escape before,” 

‘"And how did you think Miss Fairfax looking?” 

Very ill - that is, it a young lady can ever be 

to look ill. But the expression is hardly 
admirable, Mrs. Weston, is it? Ladies can never 
ook ill, And seriously, Miss Fairfax is naturally 

always to give the appearance of ill 

e want of complexion/* 



as al 
A most 




Emma would not agree to this, and began a ya 
defence ol Miss hairfax's comniexion. “(t v 



fair rax s com 

certain!} never brillilant. but she would not allow it 
to have a sickly hue in general; and there was a 
softness and delicacy in her skin which gave peculiar 
elegance to the character of her face," He listened 
with all due deference; acknowledged that he had 

heard many people say the same - but yet he must 


coniess, that to him nothing could make amends for 

the want ot the fine glow of health. Where features 

were 



ifferent, a tine complexion gave beauty to 

them all. and where they were good, the effect was - 

fortunately he need not attempt to describe what the 
effect was. 
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'VdL said Emma, "‘there is no disputing ab< 


taste. At least you 



re her 



i i 



HU 
her 


He shook his head and 







ed. “I cannot 

iss Fairfax and her complexion/' 


+ 'Did you see her often at Wev 


e vm 



> 



!■ i f 


you 


often in the same society?” 

Ai this moment they were approaching Foul's. 

•mti he hastily said. "Ha! This must be the very shop 
that everybody attends everyday of their lives.'as my 
father informs me. He came to Highbury himself, he 

says, six days out of seven, and had always business 

at Ford’s. Il it is not inconvient to you, pray let us go 
ffl, that I may prove myself a true citizen of 

Highbury. I must buy something at Ford’s. I dare sav 
they sell gloves.” 


> h 



Yes. elov 



cs and every 
your patriotism. \ nu were very 

came, because you were Mr. Weston 
i.mt half a guinea at Ford’s, and y 
stand upon your own vii 


I do admire 
y popular before you 

s son - but lay 


popularity \v 



They went in; and while the sleek parcels of 
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Men's B ravers and 


York’s goods'" were being 
e said - * fc But l bes i your 


displayed in 3 rant of them. 

1 -bm ■:! ■■ ■ ~wm mm !1^JP H H 

pardon. Miss Woodhouse, you were speaking to me 
you were saying something at the very moment o. 
this burst of my amore patria. I assure you the utmost 
stretch of public fame would not mafe me amepds 
i die loss ot any happiness in private life ” 

M merely asked, whether you had known much of 
Miss Fairfax and her parly at Weymouth, 1 " 


And now that I understand your question, I must 
pronounce it to be a very unfair one. It is always the 
tady s right to decide on the degree of acquaintance 
Miss Fairfax must already have given her account, f 
' 1 ■' 1 '•'- 1 !| mn myself by claiming more than she 

may choose to allow,” 

Upon my word! You answer as discreetly as she 
could do herself But her account of everything 
leaves so much to be guessed, she is so very 
reserved, so very unwilling to give the least 
information about anybody, that 1 really think you 
may say what you like of vour acquaintance with 

her 1 ' 
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town- and at Weymouth we were very much in the 
same set. Colonel C ampbell is a very agreeable 
and Mrs. Campbell a friendly, warm- 
I like them all.” 



man. 


eel woman. 


"Vou know Miss Fairfax's situation 
conclude, what she is destined to be.” 

"Yes (rather hesitantmgly) - | believe I do. 

You get upon delicate subjects, Emma, 
Mrs. Weston, smiling 4 


in life. 1 


* % 


"ii 






, ...., at I am here. Mr. 

sne „t 5 h w Chl r ha l d \ k " OWS what t0 sa y when you 

Jtt ? J^ S3 I a ' rfaX s situation in ,j fe. I will move 

u « 1 1tic tarther off. 

.. certain| y do fi^set to think of her.” said Emma 
friend " Vmg CVer bCen anythin H but my 



He looked as if he fi 
such a sentiment. 




and honoured 


When the etev 


Quitted it 
vou ever 

play?" 



s 



es were bought and they had 




hear the younu ladv 




, “Did 
we were speaking of. 


fcver hear her!" repeated 
how much she belongs to Hig 




every year ot our fives since 
plays charm mg I v/’ 


Emma, "You 
V. I have heard 
we both began. 


got 

her 
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^ ou think so, do you? i wanted the opinion of 
someone who could really judge, She appeared to me 
to play well, that is, with considerable taste, but I 
know nothing of the matter myself. ! am excessively 
fond of music, but without the smallest skid or righi 
ol judging ot anybody's performance, I have been 
used to hear her s admired; and 1 remember one 
proof of her being thought to play well: - a man, a 
very musical man, and in love with another woman 
engaged to her - on the point of marriage - would 
yei never ask that other woman to sit down to the 

instrument - ii the lady in question could sit down 

instead - never seemed to like to hear one if he could 

hear the other* That I thought, in a man of known 
musical talent, was some proof 1 ' 

“Proof indeed, Mr, Dixon is very musical, is he? 

We shall know more about them all in half an hour. 

from you, than \! iss Fairfax would have vouchsafed 
in half a year " 

"Yes, Mr Dixon and Miss Campbell were the 
persons; and I thought it a very strong proof/' 

“Certainly - very strong it was; to own the truth, a 
great deal stronger than, if I had been Miss 
Campbell would have been at all agreeablelo me I 
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could 1101 excuse a man 5 having more music than 
love - more ear than eye - a more acute sensibility to 
fine sounds than to my Feelings. How did Miss 
Campbell jippear to like it?” 

"It was a very particular friend, you know " 

“Poor comfort!” said Emma, laughing. “One 
would rather have a stranger preferred than one’s 
very particular friend - with a stranger it might not 
recur again - but the misery of having^ very 
particular friend always at hand, to do evoking 
better than one does one’s self. Poor 
Well, I am glad she is gone to settle in Irela 

“V ou are right. Tt was not very flattering to 
Campbell; but she really did not seem to feel it.” 

"So much the better - or so much the worse; I do 
not know which. But, be it sweetness or be it 
stupidity in her - friendship or dullness of feeling - 

there was one person, 1 think, who must have felt it: 
Miss Fairfax herself. She must have felt the improper 
and dangerous distinction.” 
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As to that - 1 do not,.,” 


“Oh! Do not imagine that I expect an account of 
Miss Fairfax's sensations from you, or fromjnybody 
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else- They are known to no one but herself. But if she 
continued to play whenever she was asked by Mr. 
Dixon, one may guess what one chooses/' 

"There appeared such a perfectly good 
understanding among them aiy* he began quickly, 
but checking himself, added, “however, it is 
impossible for me to say on what terms they really 
were - how it might all be behind the scenes. I pan 
only say that there was smoothness outwardly. Bus 
you, who have known Miss Fairfax From a child, 
must be a better judge of her character* and of how 
she is likely to conduct herself in critical situations, 
than I can be/ 1 

"1 have known her from a child, undoubtedly: we 

■■ 

have been children and women together: and it is 
natural to suppose that we should be intimate. But 
we never were, I hardly know how it has happened: a 
little, perhaps, from my side which was prone to take 
a disgust towards a girl so idolised and so cried up as 
she always was, by her aunt and grandmother, and all 
her set. And then, her reserve - ! never could attach 
myself to any one so completely reserved/' 

“It is a most repulsive quality, indeed, often times 
convenient. There is safety in reserve, but no 
attraction, One cannot love a reserved person/ 1 
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After walking together so long, and thinking so 
much alike, Emms felt herselt so well acquainted 
with him, that she could hardly believe it to be only 
thcii second meeting. He was not exactly what she 
had expected; less of the man of the world in some of 
his notions, less of the spoiled child of fortune, 
the! ef ore heticr i an she expected. His ideas seemed 
more moderate ^his feelings warmer. 
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Chapter Twenty Five 



Emma’s very good opinion of Frank Chine 
was a little shaken the following day, by hearing that 
he w as gone off to London, merely to have his 



cut A sudden freak seemed to have seized him at 
breakfast, and he had sent for a chaise ami set off, 
intending to return to dinner, but with 
important view that appeared than liavitSs 



cut. There was certainly no harm in 
sixteen miles twice over on such an errand: bijfti 
was an air of foppery' and nonsense in it whicl^ 
could not approve. It did not accord with th 
rationality ot plan, the moderation of expense, or 
even the unselfish warmth of heart, which she had 
believed herself to discern in him yesterday. Vanity, 
extravagance, love of change, restlessness of temper, 
which must be doing something, good or bad; 
heedlessness as to the pleasure of his father and Mi 
Weston, indifferent as to how his conduct mi 





appear in general; he became liable to ; 

charges. His father only called him a coxcomb, and 

thought it a very good story; but lhat Mrs. Weston 
did not like it. was clear enough*by hefpassing it 
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over as quickly as possible, and malting no other 
comment than that "all young people would have 

their little whims.*’ 

With the exception of this little blot, Emma found 
lat us visit hitherto had given her friend onlv good 

ideas of him. Mrs. Weston was ready to say how 
attentive he was. He spoke of his uncle with warm 

i egard, said he would be the best of men if he were 
ett , t0 hlITlself: and thought there was no being 

attached to the aunt, he acknowledged her kindness 

vvtth gratitude, and seemed to mean always to speak 
of her with respect. This was all very promising but 
for an unfortunate fancy for having his hair cut in 
London there was nothing to denote him unworthy 
o the honour, if not of being really in ] ove with her, 
ot being at least very near it, and saved only by her 

own indifference - (for still her resolution held of 

! lc ' f m §) - the honor, of being marked out for 
her by all their joint acquaintance. 

I here was one person among his acquaintance in 

UITy ’ ,10t so leniently disposed to the traits ofthe 
new, visitor, it was Mr, Knightley. The circumstances 
of the London trip were told to him while he was at 

Haitfield, lor the moment he was silent; but Emma 

heaid him almost immediately sav to himself over a 
newspaper, "just the trifling, silly fellow I to^k him 
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for. She had held a mind to resent, but an instant's 
observation convinced her that it was really said only 
to relieve his own feelings, and not meant t 
provoke, and therefore she let it pass. 

Although in one instant the bearers of not goo„ 
tidings regarding Mr. Churchill's trip to London? Mr, 
and Mrs. Weston s visit this morning was in another 
respect particularly opportune. Something occurred 
while they were at Hart tic Id, to make Emma want 
their advice; and which was still more lucky, she 
wanted exactly the advice they save. 

This was the occurrence: The Coles had been 
M iil. il some years in Highbury, and were very good 
sort of people - friendly and unpretending; but on the 
other hand, they were of low origin, in trade, and 
only moderately gentle. On their first coming into the 
country, they had lived in proportion to their income, 
quietly, keeping little company, but the last two 
years had brought them a considerable increase of 
their means the house in town had yielded greater 
profits, and fortune in general had smiled on them. 
With their wealth, their views increased. They added 
to their house, to their number of servants, and by 
this time were, in fortune and style of living, second 
only to the family at Hartfield. The regular and best 
families Emma could hardly suppose riiev would 
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presume to invite -neither Donwell, nor Ha. me* 

nor Randalls. Nothing should tempt her to so. if [(jj 
did: and she regretted that her father’s known haij 

u ould be giving her refusal less meaning than j 
could wish. The Coles were very respectable in th e j 
way, but they ought to be taught that it was not fi 
them to arrange the terms on which superior family 
would visit them. This lesson, she very much feared 


they would receive only from herself; she had little 

hope of Mr. Knightley, none of Mr. Westo 


But she had made up her mind how to meei if ^ 
presumption so many weeks before it appeared that 
when the insult came at last, it found her very 
differently affected. Donwell and Randalls had 
received their invitation, and none had come for her 
father and herself; and Mrs. Weston’s accounting for 
i t with, ”1 suppose they know you do not dine out.” 

uns 1101 c l Uite sufficient. She FeJt that she could like 
10 * iave * 1;u * l * ie power of refusal; and afterwards, as 
the idea of the party to be assembled there, 
consisting of those whose society was dearest to her. 
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occurred again, she did not know that she might 
have been tempted to accept. 


It was the arrival or this very invitation, while the 

Westons were at Haitfied. which made their presence 

so acceptable, for though her first remark on reading 

it was that "of course it must be declined." she sli 

very soon proceeded to ask them what they advised 
her to do. 

She owned that, considering everything, she waJ 
not absolutely without inclination for the party. The 
Coles expressed themselves so properly to her and 
her father. They would have solicited the honour 
earlier, but had been waiting the arrival of a folding- 
screen from London, which they hoped might keep 
Mr. Woodhouse from any draught of air. and 
therefore induce him the more readily to give them 
the honour of his company.” 

Bir Mr. Woodlmuse's reply was, “I ant not fond 
ol dinner-visiting. Late hours do not agree with me. 
However, as they are so very desirous to having dear 
liinma dine with them, and as you will both be there. 

" ■d Mr. Knightiey too, to take care of her, I cannot 
wish to prevent it. provided the weather be what it 
ought, neither damp, nor cold, nor windy. But first of 
all there must be an answer written to Mrs. Colt.’’ 
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Addressing his daughter, he continued sayn 

‘'You will make my excuses, my dear, as civilly 

possible. You will say that I am an invalid, and ■ 
nowhere, and therefore must decline their obligioj 
invitation; beginning with my Compliment , j 
course. But you will do everything right. 1 need aj 
tell you \v hat is to be done. We must remember to la 
James know that the carriage will be wanted ca 
Tuesday. And when you get there, you must Id I hid 
at what time you would have him come for ya 
again, and you had belter name an early hour. Y 

will not like staying late. You will get very ti 
when tea is over/ 1 


“But you would not wish me to come away befoi 

I am tired, papa?*" 

Oh. No, my love; but you will soon betirei 
There will be a great many people talking at oneeJ 
i on will no! 1 ike the noise.' 

“But. my dear sir," cried Mr. Weston, “if EmiJ 
comes away early , it will be breaking up the party." 

“And no great harm if it does," said ... 

Woodhouse, “the sooner every party breaks up th 
better," ’ ^ 
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But you do not consider how it may appear Lo 
e Coles. Emma’s going away directly after tea 
might be giving offences. They are good natured 

people, and think little of their own claims; but still 
F must feel that anybody's h 




g away is no 

great compliment; and Miss Woodhouse's doing it 
would he more thought of than any other person 5 in 
the room, You would not wish to 





Coles, 1 am sure, sir; friendly, good sort of 

■. ■- i lived, and who have been yournei&hbo 
ten years.” 



’No, upon no account in the world, Mr vrykjn, 
am much obliged to you for reminding me. 1 si 

1 k_r 

be extremely sorry' to be giving them any puim 
know what worthy people they are. My dear Emma, 
we must consider this, I am sure, rather than run the 
risk of hurting Mr. and Mrs. Cole, you would stay a 

■ V ■ 


ittle longer than you 


mr 



wish. You will be 


perfectly safe among your friends. 




"Oh! Yes, papa. I have no fears at all for myself; 
and 1 should have no scruples of staying as late as 
Mrs, Weston. But you must promise me not to sit up 





He did, on the condition of some promises ooher 
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, : such as that - if came home cold, she would 

be sure to warm herself thoroughly; if hungry, that 

she would take something to eat; and that her own 
maid should sit up for her. 
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Chapter Twenty Six 


Frank Churchill came back from his London trip, 
and if he kept his fathers dinner waiting, it was not 
known at Hartlleld; for Mrs. Weston was too anxious 
for his being a favourite with Mr. Woodhouse, to 
a\ any imperfection which could be concealed. 



lie came back, had his hair cut, and laughed at 



with a very good grace, but without seeming 

really at all ashamed of what he had done. Emma 

■ . I 5 




to 




I do not know whether it ought to be so. but 

certainly silly things do cease to be silly if they arc 

done by sensible people in an imprudent way. 
Wickedness is always wickedness, but folly is not 

always folly. Ii depends upon the character of those 

who handle it/ 1 


prospect of 


With Tuesday came the agreeable 

seeing him again, and [for a longer time than 
<>t judging his general manners, and by infewic 



e. o 
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the meaning of his manners towards herself; of 
guessing huw soon it might be necessary for her i 0 
throw coldness into her air; ami of fancying what the 
observations ot all those might be. who were now 
seeing them together for the first time. 

After securing her father's comfort, she went to 

the Cole s house. and on arriving there, she was 

received with a cordial respect that could not but 

p ease her. When die Westons arrived, the kindest 

ooks of love, the strongest of admiration were for 

her, from both husband and wife; the son approached 

her with a cheerful eagerness, which marked her as 

his peculiar object, and at dinner she found him 

seated by her - and. as she firmly believed, not 
U Itiiout some dexterity on his side 

. The _ P 3 * 1 - 7 was rather large, as it included one 

other family from the countiy. and the male part of 
1r. Cox s family, the lawyer of Highbury. The less 
worthy females were to come in the evening wife 
Miss Bates. Miss Fairfax, and Miss Smith; but 
already at dinner, they were too numerous for any 
subject of conversation to be general; and whil 



cs and Mr. Elton were talked over. Emma 

surrendered all her attention to the pleasantness of 
icr neighbour. The first remote sound to which she 

felt herself obliged to attend, was the name of Jane 

fairhix. Mrs. Cole seemed to be relating something 
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, at was L '*P^cted to be very interesting. 

listened, and found it well worth listening to. Mrs, 
Cole was telling that she had been calling on Miss 

Bates, and as soon as she entered the room had been 
struck by the sight of a very elegant pianoforte. The 
substance of the story, the end of all the dialogue 
winch ensued of surprise, and inquiry, and 
congratulations on her side, and explanations on 
Miss Bates s, was. that this pianoforte had arrived 
from Broad wood's the day before, to thereat 
astonishment of both aunt and niece Jaw hen 
was quite bewildered to who 

it but now they were both t __ 
satisfied that it could be from only one quarter 
course it must be from Col. Campbell. 

Miss Woodhouse, finding that nothing more was * 
to be entrapped from any communication of Mrs. 

Ciile's, turned to Frank CUmchill. 





"Why do you smile?” said she. 
"Nay, why do you?” 

: W J 


"Me! I suppose 1 smile for 
Campbell’s being so rich and 
handsome present.” 

"Vcrv,” 


pleasure at Colonel 

so liberal. It is a 



I rather wonder that it was never made before.' 

Perhaps Miss Fairfax has never been—^laving 
so long before.” 
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Or that he did not give her the use of their 

instrument - which must now be shut up in London, 
untouched by anybody." ’ 



“What do you say to Mrs. Dixon?" 


Mrs. Dixon! Very true, indeed. 1 had not thought 

of Mrs. Dixon. She must know as well as her father. 

how acceptable an instrument would be. and perhaps 

the mode of it, the mystery, the surprise, is more like 

a young woman's scheme titan an elderly mail's It is 

Mrs. Dixon who sent it. I told you that you. 
suspicions would guide me” 


If so, you must extend your suspicions and 

comprehend Aft\ Dixon in them/* 

-‘Mr. Dixon! Very well. Yes, I immediately 
perceive that it must be the joint present of Mr. and 
Mrs. Dixon. We were speaking the other day, you 
know, of his being so warm an admirer of her 

performance/ 1 

"I cannot help suspecting either that, alter making 

Ins proposals to her friend, he had the misfortune to 
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I all Eli lave with her, or that he became conscious of 

a little attachment on her side. One might guess 

twenty things without guessing exactly the right; but 

\ am sure there must be a particular cause for her 

choosing to come to Highbury instead of going with 

ihe C ampbeils to f 1 eland. Here, she must be leading a 

life of privation and penance; there it would have 

been all enjoyment. As to the pretence of trying her 

n l' i e air, I took upon that as a mere excuse In the 

summer it might have passed; but what can anybodv 

get out ol the cold winter months. 1 do not require 

you to adopt ail my suspicions, though you make so 

a noble a profession ot doing it. but! honestly tell 
you what they are." 

I Jpon my word, they have an air of great 

probability. Mr. Dixon's preference of her music to 

her friend '$ ” 

Other subjects took their turn; and the rest of the 
dinner passed away; the dessert succeeded* the 
children came in, and were talked to and admired 

r a few clever 

things said, a few downright silly, but by much th 
larger proportion neither the one nor the other 


amid the usual rate ot conversation 


c 



worse than everyday remarks, dull 
repetitions, old news, and heavy jokes. 

The ladies had not been long in the drawing room 
the other ladies arrived, Emma watched the 
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entree of her own particular fittle friend; and if she 
could not exult in her dignity and grace* she could 
not only love the blooming sweetness and the artless 
manner, but could most heartily rejoice in that liuht. 
cheerful, unsentimental disposition which allowed 
her so many alleviations of pleasure, in the midst of 
the pangs ol disappointed affection. There she sat - 
and who would have guessed how many tears she 
had been lately shedding? To be in company* nicely 
dressed herself and seeing others nicely dressed* to 
sit and smile and look pretty, and say nothing, was 
enough for the happiness of the present hour. Jane 
Fairtax did look and move superior: hut Emma 
suspected she might have been glad to change 
feelings with Harriet* very glad to have purchased 
the mortification of having loved, even Mr Elton in 
vain - than of knowing herself beloved by the 
husband of her friend* 


In so large a party it was not necessary that Emma 
i ■ <d approach her She did not wish to speak ut 
her piano, she felt loo much in the secret, which Jane 

tried to hide, to think the appearance of curiosity or 

interest fair, and therefore kept at a distance: but by 
the others, the subject was immediately introduced 
anl she saw the blushof consciousness with which 
congratulations were received, the blush of guilt 
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which accompanied the name of "my excellent 
friend, Col, Campbell." 


Mrs, Weston, kind-hearted and musical, was 
particularly interested by the cimumtancc, and 
Emma could not help being amused at her 
perseverance in dwelling on the subject; and having 
so much to ask and to sav as to tone, touch* and 
pedal, totally unsuspicious of that wish so saying as 
little as possible which she plainly read in/hc fair 
heroine’s countenance* 



They were soon joined by some of the genuemen;*y* 
and the very first was Frank Churchill. In he wmlmd, C 
the first and the handsomest: and after paying life 
compliments en passant to Miss Bates and her nieceV^ 
made his way directly to the opposite side of the ( 
circle* where sat Miss Woodhouse; and till he could 
find a seat by her, would not sit at alL Emma divined 
what everybody present must be thinking. She was 
object, and everybody must perceive it. She 
introduced him to her friend, Miss Smith, and, at 
convenient moments afterwards, heard what each 
thought of the other. He had never seen so lovely a 
face, and was delighted With her naivete/’ And she. 
"Only to be sure it as paying him a compliment, but 
she did think there were some looks a little like Mr. 
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turned from 



restrained her indignation, and only 
her in silence. 


The rest of the gentlemen being now in the room 
Emma tound herself obliged to turn and listen to Mr 
Cole* When Mr. ( ole had moved away, and her 
attention could be restored as before, she saw Frank 
C hurehill looking intently across the room at Miss 
Fairfax, who was sitting exactly opposite, 

"‘What’s the matter?” she asked. 

He stalled, '"Thank you for rousing me.” he 
replied. "I believe I have been very rude: but reallv 
Miss Fairfax has done her hair in so odd a way that I 
cannot keep my eyes from her, 1 must go and ask her 
whether it is an Irish fashion. Shall I? Yes, I will and 
you shall see how she takes it” 


He was gone immediately; and Emma soon saw 
him standing before Miss Fairfax and talking to her: 
but as to its ctfect on the voumz lady, as he had 





P 

front of 







jtween them, exactly in 
ax. she could absolutely 



nothing 


Before lie c 
by Mrs. Weston. 



return to 



chair, it was taken 
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“This is the luxury of a large party/’ she said, 
“one can get near everybody and say everything. My 
dear Emma, 1 am longing to talk to you. I have been 
making discoveries and forming plans, just like 
yourself, and 1 must tell them while the idea is fresh 
□o you know Miss Bates and her niece came her?” 


They walked, I conclude. How else could they 
come?" 

Very true. A little while ago it occurred to me 
how very sad it would be to have Jane Fairfax 
w alking home again, late at night, and cold as the 
nights are now. Poor girl! I could not bear the idea of 
it, so as soon as Mr, Weston came into tlie room and 
i could get at him, ( spoke to him about the carriage. 
\ ou may guess how readily he came into my wishes: 
I made my way directly to Miss Bates, but with 
many thanks - 'there was no occasion to trouble us, 
f Mr. Knight ley s carriage had brought, and was to 
take them home again/ 1 was quite surprised; very 
glad. Such a very kind attention - and so thoughtful. 
The sort of thing that so lew men could think of And 
in knowing his usual ways, I am very much inclined 
to think that it was lor their accommodation the 
carriage was used at all I do suspect he would not 
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have had a pair of horses for himself* and that it was 
only an excuse for assisting them, " 

"‘Nothing more likely. I know no man more likely 
fo do the sort of thing - to do anything really good- 
natured* considerate, or benevolent. He is not a 
gal lant man, but he rs a very humane one; and this, 
considering Jane Fairfax's ill health, would appear a 
case of humanity to him, " 

"Well.,* said Mrs, Weston, smiling, “you give him 
credit for more simple benevolence in this instance 
than I do: for while Miss Bates was speaking, a 
suspicion darted into my head, and I have never been 
able to get it out again. The more I think of it* the 
more probable it appears. In short* I have made a 

match between Mr. Knight ley and Jane Fairfax 
What do you think?" -1 

“Mr. Knightley and Jane Fairfax!" exclaimed 
i inma, '“Dear Mrs. Weston, how could you diink of 

j^P 

such a thing? Mr. Knightley must not marry! You 

would not have little Henry cut out from Don well? 
Oh! No, no, Henry must have Donwell, I cannot at 
all consent to Mr, Knightley *s marrying, I am 
amazed that you should think of such a thing,” 
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"My dear Emma, I have told you what led me to 
think of it, I do not want the match -1 do not want to 

injure dear little Henry - but the idea has been given 

me by circumstances; and if Mr. Knightley really 
wished to marry, you would not have him refrain on 
I lenry's account, a boy of sis years old. who knows 
nothing o i the matter/' 


"Yes, I would. I could not bear to have Henry 
supplanted. Mr. Knightley many! No. I have never 
had such an idea, and 1 cannot adopt it nfou And 
Jane Fairfax, too, of all women!” 




/ 


u 


“I have heard him lamenting her haying 


instrument repeatedly. 


“Very Well; and if he had intended to giv 
one, he would have told her so/’ 



There might be scruples of delickv, my dear 
Emma. I have a very strong notion that it conies from 
him. T am sure he was particularly silent when Mrs. 
Cole told us of it at dinner/* 


\ on take up i\u idea, Mrs. Weston, and run away 
with it; as you have many times reproached me with 
doing. 1 see no sign of attachment 1 believe no thine 
of the piano and proof only shall convince me that 

tr. Knightley has any thought of marrying Jane 
Fairfax/’ 
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They combated (he point some time longer in the 
Siiii .■ way, Emma rather gaining ground over the 
mmd oi her friend: tor Mrs. Weston was the most 


used of rlie two to yield. Tea was over, and the 
instruments were prepared, and Mr. Cole approached 
to entreat Miss W orn [house to do them the honour ot 
ivying it. Frank Churchill, followed Mr. C ole, to add 
his very pressing entreaties: and as, in every respect 
it suited Emma best to lead, she gave a very proper 
compliance 


She knew the limitations of her own powers too 
well to attempt more than she could perform with 
credit. One accompaniment to her song took her 
agreeably by surprise - a second, slightly but 
correc'ly taken by Frank ChurchilL 1 E'er pardon was 
duly begged at the close of the second performance, 
and she then resigned her place to Miss Fairfax, 
whose performance, both vocal and instrumental, she 
never could attempt to conceal from herself, was 
infinitely superior to her own* 

As soon as she sat in her place, presently Mr, 
Knightley came and sal down by her. They talked at 
hrst only ol ihe performance. His admiration was 
certainIv very warm; yet she thought, but for Mrs. 
Weston, it would not have struck her* As a sort of 
touchstone, however, she began to speak of his 
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kindness in conveying die aunt and niece; and 
though his answer was in the spirit of cutting the 
matter short, she believed it to indicate only his 
disinclination to dwell on any kindness of his own, 

1 often feci concern/ 1 said she, “that I dare not 


Make our carriage more useful on such occasions. It 
is not that f am without the wish: bui you know how 
my lather would deem it that James should pul to for 




Quite out ot the question/' he replied, “but yon 
must often wish it, l am sure," And he smiled w 



such seeming pleasure at the conviction, that she 
must proceed another step. 



present from die Campbells to Miss 
Fairfax.” said he. “this piano is very kindly given.” 

4 

“Yes/* he replied, and without the smallest 
apparent embarrassment, “But they would have done 
better had they given her notice ot it* Surprises arc 
foolish things. The pleasure is not enhanced, and the 
inconvenience is often considerable, I 



old have 

expected better judgment in Colonel Campbell/- 





I rom that moment JEmma could nave tuKen nor 
oath that Mr* Knight ley had no concern in giving the 

But whether lie was entirely free from 
peculiar attachment and preference - remained a 
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longer doubtful. Towards the end of Jane's second 

song, her voice grew thick. 


“That will do t " said he, “You have sung quite 
enough for one evening - now, be quiet “ 

Anotlier song, however, was soon begged for 

One more; they would not fatigue Miss Fairfax on 

any account, and would only ask for one more.” And 
Frank Churchill was heard to say, "f think you could 
manage this without el fort; the first part is so very 
trifling. The strength of the song falls on the second.” 

Mr, Knight ley grew- very angry. 

“That fellow,” said he, indignantly, “thinks on 
nothing hut showing oft his own voice. This must 
noi be/ And touching Miss Bates, who at that 
moment passed near, “Miss Bates, are you mad, to 
let your niece sing herself hoarse in this manner? Go. 
and interfere. They have no mercy on her." 

Miss Bates, in her real anxiety lbr Jane, could 
hardly stay even to be grateful, she stepped forward 
and put an end to all further singing. Here ceased the 
concert part of the evening, for Miss Woodhouse and 
Miss Fairfax were the only young-lady-performers; 
hut soon the proposal of dancing — -originating 
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nobody exactly knew where -was effectually 
promoted by Mr, and Mrs. Cole that everything was 
rapidly cleared away, to give proper space. Frank 
Churchill, came up with most becoming gallantry to 
Emma, and secured her hand, and led her up to the 

top. 


O 


While waiting till the other young people could 
pair themselves off, Emma found time, in sprfejtfthe 

compliments she was recci vtitg on her voice #t it ner 

taste, to look about, and see what becaT 

Knightley. This would be a trial. He was 

in general. It he were to be very alert in engjgii 

Jane Fairfax now, it might augur something, 

was no immediate appearance. He was talking^ 

Mrs, Cole — he was looking on unconcerned: Jane 

was asked by somebody else, and he was still talkine 
to Mrs, Cole, 


Emma had no longer an alarm for Henry, liis 


nterest was vet safe. 
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Chapter Twenty Seven 


f-nnui did not repent her condescension in going 

io the Coles, The visit afforded her many pleasant 
recollections the next day; and all that she might be 
supposed to have lost on the side of dignified 
seclusion, must be amply repaid in the splendour of 
popularity. She must have delighted the Coles - 
worthy people, who deserved to be made happy! And 
left a name behind her that would not soon die away. 

Perfect happiness, even in memory, is not 
common; and there were two points on which she 
w as not quite easy. She doubted whether she had not 
transgressed the duty of woman by woman, in 
betraying her suspicions of Jane Fairfax’s feelings to 
Frank Churchill. And his submission to all that she 

told, was a compliment to her penetration which 

made it difficult for her to be quite certain that she 

ought to have held her tongue. 

nfej m 


The other circumstance of regret related also to 
Jane Fairfax; and there she had no doubt She did 
unleignedly and unequivocally regret the inferiority 

of her own playing and singing. She "did most 
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heartily grieve over the idleness of her childhood - 

and sat down and practiced vigorously an hour and a 
half. 

She was interrupted by Harriet"s coming in; and if 
Harriet’s praise could have satisfied her* she might 
soon have been comforted. 


Tf I could but plav as well as vou and Miss 

Fairfax!" 

“Don’t class us together, Harriet." 

+ 1 think you play the best of the two. I am sure I 

had much rather hear you. Everybody last night said 
how well you played.” 

"Those who know anything about it, must have 

felt the difference. The truth is, Harriet, that mv 

—* 

playing is just good enough to be praised, but Jane 
Fairfax's is much beyond it." 


"Are you sure? I saw she had execution, but I d ■ i 

not know she had any taste. Besides, if she does play 

so very well, you know, it is no more than she is 

obliged to do, because she will have to teach. The 

xes were wondering last night whether she would 

gel inLu aiiy great family. How did you think the 
oxes 




‘Just as they always do - very vulgar/ 
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Iney told me something, 1 said Harriet, rather 
hesitatingly, U but it is nothing of any consequence/ 1 

hinma was obliged to ask what they had told her 
though fearful of its producing Mr, Elton. 

fhev told that Mr. Martin dined with them last 
Saturday.” 

“Oh!” 


He came to their father upon some busin«Land 

:Sj~l K-a-rvi JI_11 

•Z", 


he asked him to stav to dinner. 


■"Oh!" 





The\ talked a great deal about him, especial 

Anne Cox. I do not know what the matter, but she/j 

asked me if [ thought I should go and stay there 
again next summer." 

She meant to lie impertinently curious, just as 
such as Anne Cox should be.” 

"She said he was veiy agreeable the day he dined 
there. He sat by her at dinner. Miss Nash thinks 
either of the Coxes would be very elad to mam 

h i 1 ™" 

am. 

Veiy likely, 1 ill ink they are, without exception, 
the most vulgar girls in Highbury/ 1 

Harriet had business at Ford's. Emma thought it 
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to go with her, 

meeting with the Martins was possible, and. in her 
present state, would be dangerous, 


While I Curie t was still hanging over muslins and 

changing her mind. Emma went for the dooi 
looked down the 







She saw Mrs, 
Weston and her son-lit-law. walking into I Ughbury - 

to Hartfield of course. They were stopping in the first 

at \, rs. Bates s; whose house was a little nearer 

Randalls than l ord s, when Emma caught their eye. 

Immediately they came forward to her, and 

agreeableness of yesterday s engagement seemed to 

live fresh pleasure to the present meeting. Mrs. 
Weston informed her that she was going to call on 
the Bates 1 , in order Co hear the new instrument 



‘For my companion tells me/' said Mrs, Weston, 
"that f absolutely promised Miss Bales last night that 
[ would come this morning, 1 was not aware of it 

myself. [ did not know that I had fixed a day, but us 
he says I did, l am goini* now/’ 




hile Mrs. Weston pays her visit. I may be 

, I hope/' said Frank Church ill. “to join your 

party and wait for her at Hart field i f you are going 
home, ^ 

“I am here on no business of my own/ 1 said 
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Emma* k vl am only waiting for my friend, She will 

probably have soon done, and then we shall go 
home. But you had heller go with Mrs* Weston and 
hear the instrument,” 

Do come with me/’ said Mrs. Weston, ‘it need 
not detain us long. We will go to Hartfield 
afterwards’ 1 

He could say no more; and with the hope of 
Hart Held to reward him, returned with Mrs. Weston 
to Mrs, Bates door, Emma watched them in, and 
then joined Harriet at die counter - trying with all the 
force of her own mind to convince her that if she 
wanted plain muslin it was of no use to look at 
figured: and that a blue ribbon, be it ever so 

beautiful, would still never match her yellow cloth. 

■■ 

At last it was settled, even to the destination of the 

parcel. 


“Should I send it to Mrs. Goddard's* ma'am?” 
asked Mrs, Ford. 


“Yes - no - yes. Only my pattern gown is at 
Harfield. No, you shall send it to Hart tie Id, if you 
please. But then. Mrs. Goddard will want to see it. 
And I could take the pattern gown home any day* 
But I shall want ihe ribbon directly - so it had better 
go to Hartfield - at least the ribbon. You could make 


ii into two parcels, Mrs. Ford. Could you not?” 
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‘It is not worthwhile, Harriet, to give Mrs, Ford 
the trouble of two parcels.” 


"No trouble in the world, ma'am,*' said the 
obliging Mrs. Ford, 

* l Oh! But indeed I would much rat ha have it only 
in one* Then, if you please, you shall send it all to 
Mrs, Goddard's I do not know - no, I think. Miss 
Woodhouse, I may just as well have it £* nt to 
Hartfield, and take it home with me toni 
you advise? 1 ' 



"That you do not give another half-seco 
subject To Hart fie Id, if you please, Mrs. Ford.” 

"That would be much best/' said Harriet, quite 

satisfied; "I should not at ail like to have it sent to 
Mrs, Goddard's? 1 

Voices approached the shop - or rather one voice 
and two ladies; Mrs, Weston and h J iss Bates met 
them at the door. 


*"My dear Miss Woodhouse,” said the latter, “I am 
just run across to entreat the favour of you to come 
and sit down with us a little while, and give us vour 
opinion of our new instrument; you and Miss Smith?' 


”1 hope Mrs, Bates and Miss Fairfax are.,. 
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‘ Very well, 1 am much obliged to you. My 

mother is delightfully well and Jane caught no cold 

last night. How is Mr Woodhouse? I am so glad to 
hear such a good account. Mrs. Weston told me you 
were here. Oh! Then, said 1,1 must run across, I and 
entreat Miss Woodhousc to come in, my mother will 
be so very happy to see her - and now we are such a 
nice party; she cannot refuse. 4 Aye, pray do/ said 
Mr. Frank C hurchilL ‘Miss Woodhouse's opinion of 
the instrument will be worth having/ But, said l, 1 

shall be more sure of succeeding if one of you will 

! 11 fne, "Oh/ said lie, "wait half » minute till 1 
have finished my job/ For, would you believe it. 
Miss Wbodhouse, there he is fastening in the rivet's 
of my mother's spectacles. The rivet came out, you 
know, this morning. So very obliging! - For my 
mother had no use of her spectacles. And, everybody 

i have tvvo pair ot spectacles, Jane said so. 1 
meant to take them over to John Saunders this 
morning, but something or other hindered me all 
morning. At one time Patty came to say the kitchen 
chimney wanted sweeping. Oh! Said 1, Patty, do not 
come with your bad news to me. The rivet of your 
mistress s spectacles is out. Then the baked apples 
came, Mrs* Wallis sent them by her boy; they are 
extremely civil and obliging to us, i have heard some 
people say that Mrs, Wallis can be uncivil and idve a 
very rude answer but we have never known anything 
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but the greatest attention from them. We have apple 
dumplings. Patty makes an excellent apple dumpling. 
Well, Mrs. Weston, you ha\e prevailed, j hope, and 
these ladies will oblige us/‘ 

Emma would be very happy to wait on Mrs, 
Bates, and they did at last move out of the shop, with 
not further delay from Miss Bates. 


“How do you do. Mrs. Ford? f beg your pardon, i 
did not see you before. I hear you have a charming 
collection of new ribbons. Jane came back delighted 
yesterday/* 

"'What was I talking of?' - said site, as they were 
all on the street. 


"I declare 1 cannot recollect what i was talking of. 
1 )h! My mother's spectacles. So very obliging of Mr. 
Frank Churchill! fc 0h!' said he. \ do think I can 


fasten the rivet; l like a job of this kind excessively/ 

mr ^ 

Indeed 1 must say that, much as 1 had heard of him 
before, he very far exceeds anything**. I do 
congratulate you, Mrs. Weston, most warmly. And 
when I brought out the baked apples* he said c Oh! 
There is nothing in ihc way of fruit half so good, and 
itiese are Lhe finest looking baked apples 1 ever saw 
in my life/ And ( am sure by Iris manner, it was no 
compliment. Indeed they are very deligfitfill apples. 
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Only we do not have them baked more than twice, 
and Mr, Wood house made us promise to have them 
done three times — hut Miss Woodhouse will be so 
good as not to mention it. The apples themselves are 
the very finest sort for baking, beyond a doubt; all 
from Down well — some of Mr. Knight ley's supply 
He sends us a sack every year.” 


As the visitors reached the door of the house, and 
walked up the stairs* they heard her say: 

"Pray, take care* Mrs, Weston, there is 
the turning. Pray, take care, Miss Woodho 
is rather a dark staircase. Miss Smith, prS^f Mk 
ss Woodhouse, 1 am quite concemedflni 
you hit your foot. Miss Smith* the st 
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Chapter Twenty Kight 


The appearance of the little sitting room as they 
entered was tranquility itself, Mrs. Bates, deprived of 
her usual employment slumbering on one side of the 
fire, Frank Church 1 11, at a table near her, occupied 
about her spectacles, and Jane fairfax, standing with 
her back to them, intent on her piano. 


Busy as he was, however, [lie young man was yet 
able to show a most happy countenance on seeing 
Emma again. 

'This is a pleasure;' said he, 1 doming at least ten 
minutes earlier than 1 had calculated You find me 
trying to be useful; tell me if you think I shall 
succeed.” 

“Have you not finished it yet? You would .mu 
earn a very good livelihood as a working silversmif 
at this rated’ said Mrs + Weston. 

“I have not been working uninterruptedly*” he 
replied. T have been assisting Miss Fairfax in li ving 
to make her instrument stand steadily; it was not 
quite firm; an unevenness in the floor* I believe,” 
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Me contrived that she should he seated by him; 
anti was sufficiently employed in looking out the 
best baked apple for her, and trying to make her help 
01 advise him in his work, till Jane Fairfax was quite 
ready to sit down to the piano again. That she was 
not immediately ready. Emma did not suspect to 
arise from the state ot her nerves; she had not vet 


possessed die instrument long enough to touch it 
without emotion; she must reason herself into the 


power of performance; and Emma could not but pity 
such feelings, whatever their origin, and could not 
but resolve never to expose them to herneigboui 

again. 


At last Jane began, and though the first bars were 

feebly given, the power of the instrument was done 

full justice to. 


“Whoever Col. Campbell might employ,” said 

Frank Churchill, with a smile at Emma, “(he person 

has not chosen ill. I heard a good deal of Col. 

Campbell's taste at Weymouth; and the softness of 

the upper notes I am sure is exactly what he and all 

flun party would particularly prize. I dare say. Miss 

Fairfax, that he either gave his friend very minute 

directions, or wrote to Broadwood himself. Do not 
you thinJk so?” 
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Jane did not took round. She was not obi i u cd to 
answer him. Mrs, Weston had been speaking to her 
at the same moment. 

I is not fair," said Emma, in a whisper, “mine 
was a random guess. Do not distress her” 

He shook his head with a smile, and looked as if 
he had very little doubt and very little mercy, Soon 
afterwaids he began again. 


"How much youi friends in 





enjoy:rig your pleasure on mis occasion 
Fairfax, I dare say they often think gi 
wonder which will be the precise 
instrument's coming to hand. Do you imagfn. 
Campbell knows the business to be going fo 
just at this time? Do you imagine it to be t 
consequence of an immediate commission from him, 
or that he may have sent only a general direction, an 
order indefinite as to time, to depend upon 
contingencies and conveniences?” 

He paused, She could not but hear; she could not 
avoid answering: 

“Till 1 have a letter from Colonel Campbell, 4b $aid 
she, in a voice of forced calmness, “I can imagine 

with any confidence. It must be all 



conjectures. 





- aye, sometimes one* conjectures 
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right, and sometimes ope conjectures wrong* 1 wish 
could conjecture how soon I shall make this rivet 
quite firm. What nonsense one talks, Miss 
Woodhuise, when hard at work. There, it is done. 1 
have the pleasure, madam (to Mrs. Bates) of 
restoring your spectacles* healed for the present/’ 

He was very warmly thanked both by mother and 
daughter; to escape a little from the latter he went to 
the piano, and begged Miss Fairfax* who was still 
sitting at il, to play something more* 

' What felicity it is to hear a tune again which had 
made one happy at Waymouth.'’ 

She looked up at him for a moment, coloured 
deeply, and played something else* He took some 
music from a chair near (lie piano, and turning to 
i inina, said: 


"Here is something quite new to me* Do you 
know it? — Cramer. - And here are a new set of Irish 
melodies. This was all sent with the instrument Very 
thoughtful of Col. Campbell was not it? He knew 
M «ss Fail fax could have no music here. I honour that 
part of the attention particularly, it shows it to have 
been thoroughly from the heart*" 
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He brought all the music to her, and they looked it 
over together Emma took the opportunity of 
whispering: “You speak too plain. She must 
understand you/' 


: nope she does. I would have her understand 


me. 




“But, reallv, I wish I 



never taker up the idea,” 


“I am very glad you did. I have now the key to all 
her odd looks and ways. She is playing Rabin Adair 
at this moment - his favourite,” 


Shortly afterwards Miss Bates, passing near the 
window, descried Mr. Knighiely on horseback not 
far off. 


k4 Mr, Kmghtfey! I must speak to him, I will not 
open the window 7 here; it would give you all cold, but 
[ can go into my mother's room, t dare say he w ill 
come in when he knows who is here. Quite delighted 
to have you all meet so! Our little room so honored. 


She went to the adjoining chamber, and opening 
the casement there, called Mr. Knhzhtlev's attention. 


and every syllable of their conversation was as 

wm m 

distinctly heard by the others, as il k had passed 
w ithin the same apartment. * 

“How d\edo? How d’vedo? So obliged t© you 
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for ilie carnage last night. We were just in time; my 

mother just ready for us. Pray come in. You will find 
some friends here.” 


”How is your niece, Miss Bates? I want to inquire 
after you all, but particularly your niece. How is 
Miss Fairfax? I hope she caught no cold last night? 
How is she today? 7 ell me how M iss Fairfax is?” 


Miss Bates answered that everybody 
fine. The listeners were amused; and, 
gave Emma a look of particular mean in 


shook her head denying what Mrs. We 

_ ■ + 



"So obliged, so very obliged to you for 
carriage," resumed Miss Bales. 

but he cut her short with; “1 am going 
Kingston. Can I do anything for you?” 


“Oh? Kingston are you? Mrs, Cole was saying 
the other day she wanted something from Kingston." 

“Mrs. Cole has servants to send. Can I do 
anything for you?” 


“No, I thank you. But do come in. Who do you 
think is here? Miss Woodhouse and Miss”Smith.” 
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“We] L" said he, in a 
five minutes, perhaps.” 



manner, ^for 


■ht 


And here is Mrs 



cstort and Mr. Frank 
Churchill too! Quite delightful; so many friends!” 

No, not now, I thank you. I could not stay two 
minutes, 1 must get to Kingston, as last as E can. 


m 


Oh! Do come in. They will be so very happy to 


see you 


£l 


No, your room is 



day, and hear the piano.” 


enough. I will call another 
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Chapter Twenty Nine 


It may be passible to do without dancing entirely 
Instances have been known of young people passing 
many months successively, without being at any ball 
of any description, and no material injury accrue 
either to budj or mind;; but when a beginning is 
made - it must be difficult not to ask for more. 


frank Churchill had danced once at Highbury, 
and longed to dance again; and the last half hour of 
an evening which Mr. Woodhouse was persuaded to 
spend with his daughter at Randalls, was passed by 
the two young people in schemes on the subject. 
Frank’s was the first idea; and his the greatest zeal in 
pursuing it; for the lady was the best judge of the 

difficulties, and the most solicitous for 
accommodation and appearance. 

His first proposition and request, that the dance 
began at Mr. Cole's should be finished there - that 
the same party should be collected, and the same 
musicians engaged - met with the readiest 
acquiescence. Mr. Weston entered into theTdea with 
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thorough enjoyment, and Mrs. Weston most 
willingly undertook to play as long as they could 
wish to dance: and the interesting employment inn I 
toll owed, of reckoning up exactly who there would 
bt\ and portioning out the indispensable division of 
space to every couple, 

"You and Miss Smith and Miss Fairfax will be 
three, and the two Miss Coxes live, ' had been 
repeated many times over, “And there will be the 
two Gilberts, young Cox, my father, and myself, 
beside Mr, Knight ley. Yes. that will be quite enough. 
You and Miss Smith, and Miss Fairfax, will be three, 
and the two Miss Coxes five; and for five couple 
there will be plenty of room/' 


But soon it became to be on one side: 

Bui will there be good room For five couple? I 

reallv do not think there will.' 1 
-- 


Somebody said that Miss Gilbert was expected at 
her brother's* and must be invited with the rest. 
Somebody else believed Mrs. Gilbert would have 


danced the other evening, if she had been asked. A 
word was put in for a second young Cox; and Mr. 
Weslon named a few cousins who must be included. 
and an old acquaintance w ho could not 9t left out* 
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and a very interesting speculation in what passible 

maimer they could be disposed of. 

f he doors of the two rooms were just opposite 
each other. Might not they use both rooms, and 
dance across the passage?” It seemed the best 
scheme: and yet it was not so good but many of them 
wanted better. Emma said it would be awkward; 
Mrs. Weston was in distress about the supper, and 
Mr, Woodhouse opposed it earnestly on the score of 
health. It made him so very unhappy, indec^fgdjat it 
could not be preserved in. ^ ***$+ 

"Oh! No,” said Mr. Woodliouse, “it wou^# 
extreme of imprudence. I could not bearft Jim 
Emma! Emma is not strong. She would catrtt^ 
dreadful cold. So would poor little Harriet. So you ^ 
would all. Mrs. Weston, do not let them talk of such 
a wild thing. The young man (speaking lower) is 
veiy thoughtless. Do not tell his father, but that 
young man is not quite the thing* He has been 
opening the doors very often this evening, and 
keeping them open very inconsiderately, I te docs not 
think of the draught, i do not mean to set you against 
him, but he is not quite the thing.” 

Mrs. Weston was sorry lor such a charge. She did 
everything in her power to do it away. Every door 
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was closed, the passage plan given up. and the first 

scheme of dancing only in the room they were in 

restored to again; and with such goodwill on Frank 

Churchill s pait that the space which a quarter of an 

luuir before had been deemed barely sufficient for 

live couples, was now endeavoured to be made quite 
enough for ten. 

L-mma perceived that the nature of his gallantry 

was a little self-willed. Had she intended ever to 

marry hjin. it might be worthwhile to pause and 

consider the character of his temper, but for all the 

purposes of their acquaintance, he was quite amiable 
enuugh. 

Before the middle of the next day, he was at 

Hartfield, with such an agreeable smile as certified 

the continuance of the scheme, ft soon appeared that 
he came to announce an improvement. 

Well. Miss Woodhousc. your inclination of 

dancing has not been quite frightened away, I hope. 

by my father's little rooms. I bring a new proposal on 

the subject: a thought of my father's, which waits 

only your approbation to be acted upon. May I hope 

liu the honour of your hand tor the two first dances 

of this projected hall, to be given, not at Randalls, 
but at the Crown Inn ’” 

“The Crown Inn!*’ — 



i o-a .jjVt c tjji 1 c'-^' 



I jli Jt jll 1 *j» ja JjS- « (* l -= 


i.i 






> 


jtWll 




1 





JUi^V ' 


J« Jii 



£jjl 


•— 1 


1L2 


VI 

li 





"ill j i 



3 


ijji1_1*11 ^ a! 4jJ J 3$ '3 

^ jSij u. jki ^ ^ 

oU*-S .! jSL iLZjIa J-aj 
oL j> <ji jii U jlc. SjSiil ajj 1 Jc- 

£ 1 £iil ^_lcr '' I JLakjl 1 (jfr 





ii 



i 



i j i 


+ 




1 J 


h- I 



i« 



V j ijJj i >i M :? Ijfri jixij 1^ 


lljl *J»aJ jm -I2i) 




a j* ,Uj£fil jB» V} 


"■ j' Jj' j* sr* w'-r 1 ^ 


! j! U j' J 5 ® 


;TOW.REPif[TY®fl 















"Yes, if you and Mr, Woodhouse see no 
objection, my father hopes his friends will be so kind 
as to visit him there. Better accommodations he can 
promise them, and not a less grateful welcome than 
at Randalls. It is his own idea. Mrs. Weston sees no 
objection to it* provided you are satisfied. Is not it a 
good exchange? You consent I hope you consent?" 

"ft appears to me a plan that nobody can object to, 
if Mr. and Mrs. Weston do not- J think it admirable; 
and* as far as I can answer for myself, shall be most 
happy - it seems the best improvement that could be* 
Papa, do you think ft an excel tent improvement?” 


“No* a very bad plan - much worse than the 
other. A room at an inn was always damp and 
dangerous, never properly aired, or fit to be 
inhabited. If they must dance, they had better dance 
at Randalls* He had never been in the room at the 
C rown in his life did not know the people who kept 

it* A very bad idea. They would catch a cold at the 
Crown than anywhere else? 1 

“1 was going to observe, sir, 1 ' said Frank 
C hurchilf "that one of the great recommendations of 
this change would be the very little danger of 
anybody’s catching cold - so much less danger at 
the Crown than at Randalls!" 



Mr, Woodhouse, rather warmly, "I do 
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not understand how the room at the Crown can he 
safer for you than your father 's house.” 

“From the very circumstance of its being larger, 
sir. We shall have no occasion to open the windows 
ai ail - not once die whole evening; and it is that 
dreadful habit of opening the windows, letting the 
cold air upon heated bodies, which (as you well 
know, sir) does the mischief.” 


“Open the windows! But surely, Mr. Churchill, 
nobody would think of opening the windo*%>at 

be so imprudent.*® ne 






heard of such a thing. Dancing with open wi _ 

am sure neither your father nor Mrs, Weston vrtSjJLi 
suffer it,” * 

“But a thoughtless person will sometimes step 
behind the curtains, and throw up a sash, without its 
being suspected. I have often known it done myself.” 




Have you, indeed, sir? I never could have 
supposed k. But I live put.ff the world, and am often 
astonished at what 1 hear. However, this does make a 
difference; and, perhaps, when we come back to talk 
it over - but these sorfcof things require a good deal 
of consideration. One cannot resolve upon them in a 
hurry. If Mr, and Mrs. Weston will be so obliging as 
to call here one morning, we may talk it over, and 
see what can be done, 1 ' ~ 
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"But, unfortunately, sir, my time is so limited../’ 


W interrupted Emma, ‘there will be plenty of 
Lime for talking everything aver. There is no hurry at 
all. II it can be contrived to be at the Crown, papa, it 
will be very convenient tor the horses. They will be 
so near their own stable," 

‘ So they will, my dear. That is a great thing. Not 
that James ever complains; but it is right to spare our 
horses when w r e can, Ifl could be sure of the rooms 
being thoroughly aired - but is Mrs, Stokes to be 
nlisted? I doubt it. I do not know her, even by sight.’* 


^ can answer for everything of that nature, sir, 
because it will be under Mrs. Weston’s care. Mrs. 
Weston undertakes to direct the whole,” 


I here, papa! Now' you must be satisfied — Mrs. 
Weston is carefulness itself. Do not you remember 
what Mr, Perry said, so many years ago when I had 
the measles? I ] Miss Taylor undertakes to take care 
ol Miss Emma, you need not have any tears, sir? 
How often have I heard you speak of it as such a 
compliment to her!” 
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"Aye, very true, Mr. Perry did say so. I shall 
never forget it, 1 hope whenever poor Isabella’s little 
ones have the measles, she will send for Perry,” 


"My father and Mrs. Weston are at the Crown at 
this moment,” said rank Churchill, “examining the 
capabilities of the house, l left them there and on to 
Harttleld, impatient for your opinion, and hoping that 
you may be persuaded to join them and give your 
advice on the spot. It would be the greatest pleasure 
to them if you could allow me to attend you there. 
They could do nothing satisfactorily without you.” 
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hapter Thirty 


One thing only was wanting to make the prospect 
of the ball completely satisfactory to Emma - its 
being fixed for a day within the granted term of 
Frank Churchill's stay in Surry; for Jn spite of Mr 
Weston s confidence, she could not think it so very 
impossible that the Churchills might not aljjnv their 
nephew to remain a day beyond his fort 
this was not judged feasible. The prepart upn$ must 
take their time* nothing could be properjrofcad/tili 
the third week were entered on* and for f Jr UayS^jJ 

sk-kraei ^9 



they must be planning - at the great risk — 
opinion of its being all in vain. 





Enscombe however was gracious, gracious in 
fact, if not in word. His wish of staying longer 
evidently did not please; but it was not opposed. A! 
was safe, and as the removal of one solicitude makes 
way for another, Emma, being now certain of her 
ball, began to adopt as the next vexation Mr* 
Knightley's provoking indifference about it* Either 
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because he did not dance himself* or because the 
plan had been formed without his being consulted, he 
seemed resolved that it should not interest him in the 
least. To her communication with him, she could yet 
no more reply than: 


"Very well. If the Westons think it worthwhile to 
be at all this trouble for a few hours of noisy 
entertainment, 1 have nothing to say against it, but 
that they shall choose pleasures for me. Oh! Yes, I 
must be there; 1 could not re ruse; and I will keep as 
much awake as 1 can; but I would rather be at home, 
looking over William Larkin's week’s account: 
much rather. Pleasure in seeing dancing! Not I, 
indeed - [ never look at it — 1 do not know who does. 
Fine dancing, I believe, like virtue, must be its own 
reward. Those who are standing by are usually 
thinking of something very different.” 


This Emma felt was aimed at her; and it made her 
quite angry, it was not in compliment to Jane 
Fairfax, however, that he was so indifferent, or so 
indignant although she enjoyed the thought of it to 
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an extraordinary degree. She voluntary said: ^Oh! 
Miss Woodhouse, 1 hope nothing may happen to 

prevent Lhe bad! What a disappointment it would be! 
f do look forward to it." 


Alas! There was soon no leisure for jpjarrelling 
with Mr. Knightlcy. Two days of joyful security was 
followed by the overthrow of everything. A letter 
arrived from Mr Churchill to urge his nephew's 

instant return, Mrs. Churchill was far too unwell to 

do without him. she had been in a very suffering 
state (so said her husband) when wiiting to her 
nephew two days before, though from his usual 
unwillingness to give pain, and constant habit o! 
never thinking of herself she had not mentioned it; 

it now she was too ill. and must entreat him to sei 
off for Enscombe without delay. 


The substance ol this letter was forwarded to 
Emma, in a note from Mrs. Weston, instantly. As to 
his going, it was inevitable. He must be gone within 
a lew hours, though without feeling anv real alarm 
for his aunt, to lessen his repugnance He knew her 
illnesses; they never occurred but for her own 
convenience. 


When this note has been read, there was no doing 
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anything, hut lament and exclaim. The loss oi l he 
ball -- the loss of the young man - and all the young 
man must be feeling! It was too wretched! Such a 
delightful evening as it would have been! 

ier father's feelings were quite distinct. He 
thought principally of Mrs, C hurchill's illness, and 
wanted to know how she was treated; and as for the 


dear Emma 


ball, it was shocking to have 
disappointed: but they would all be safer at home. 


Emma was ready for her visitor some tit 
lie appeared. He felt the going away almost 


fore 


sFtop nmh 

e®* 


to speak of it. His dejection was most evid€liPI Ii 
really lost in thought for the first few mimrtfejf; and’^i 
when rousing himself, it was only to say: 


“Of all horrid things, leave-takmg is the worst/' 


“But you will come again/' said Emma, 'This 
will not be your only visit to Randalls/" 


“Ah! (shaking his head) - the uncertainty of 
when 1 may be able to return! I shall try for it with a 
zeal! It will be the object of all my thoughts and 
cares! And if mv uncle and aunt go to town this 

-of ■—■ 

spring but E am afraid - they did not stir last spring 
- I am afraid it is a custom gone forever/'"* 
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■ Hit poor little ball must be quite given up/’ 


”Ah! that ball! Why did we wait for anything? 
Why no 1 seize the pleasure at once? How often is 
happiness destroyed by foolish preparation! You told 
us it would be so. Oh! Miss Woodhouse. why are 
you always so right? 1 ' 

“Indeed l am very sorry to be right in this 
instance. I would much rather have been merry than 

* ^ i 

wise, 

*Such a fortnight as it has been!" he continued, 
'‘everyday more precious and more delightful than 
the day before! Happy those, who can remain at 

Highbury!” 

u As you do us such ample justice now," said 
Emma, laughing, "I will venture to ask, whether you 
did come a little doubtfully at first? Do not we rather 
surpass your expectations? I am sure w'e do. I am 
sure you did not much expect to like us, You would 
not have been so long in coming, if you had a 
pleasant idea of Highbury/’ 

He laughed rather consciously: and although 

denying the sentiment, Emma was convinced that it 
had been so. 

He got up, walked to the window, l4 In short," said 
he, "perhaps, Miss Woodhouse - I think “you can 
hardly be quite without suspicion,.,” 
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He looked at her, as il wanting to read her 
thoughts. She hardly knew what to sav. It seemed 
like the forerunner of someth mg absolutely serious. 

which she did not wish. Forcing herself to speak, in 

tile hope oi putting it by. she calmly said: 

“You were quite in the right; il was most natural 
to pay your visit, then...” 

He was silent. She believed he was looking at her; 

probably reflecting on what she had said. She heard 

him sigh. It was natural for him to feel that he had 

cause to sigh. He could not believe her to be 

encouraging him. A few awkward moments passed. 

and he sat down again; and in a more determined 
manner said: 

•'It was something to feel that all the rest of my 
time might be given to Harifield. My regard for 
Hart field is most warm...” 

He stopped again, rose again, and seemed quite 
embarrassed* He was more in love with her than 
Emma had supposed: and who can say how it might 
have ended, if his father and Mr. Woodhouse had not 
made their appearance in that instant? 

'I shall hear about you all,” said he. “that is my 
chief consolation. 1 shall hear of everything that is 
going on among you, I have engaged Mrs, Weston to 
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correspond with me. She has been so kind as lo 

■ ■ , rf-. * * „ . 


promise it. She will tell me everything. In her letters 

1 1 I # A n_ Sm « - 


shall he at dear Highbury again / 1 


A very friendly shake of the hand, a very earnest 
“Goodbye/* dosed the speech, and the door had soon 
shut out Frank Churchill. Short had heert the notice - 


shoit their meeting; he was gone; and Emma felt so 


sorry to part, and foresaw so great a loss to their linle 
society from his absence as to begin to be afraid of 


being too sorry, and fed mg it too much. 


It was a sad change. They had been 
almost every day since his arrival. Certai 
being at Randalls had given great spirit to the 
two weeks. 1 ie had almost to'd her that he loved 
What strength, or what constancy of affection he ^ 
might be subject to t was another point; but at present 
she could not doubt his having a decidedly warm 
admit ation. This made her think that she must be a 


little in love with him, in spite of every previous 
determination against it. 


I certainly must,” said she, “'This sensation of 
listlessness, weariness, stupidity, this disinclination 
to sit down and employ my self! I must be in love, for 


a few weeks at least. Well, evil to some tS always 
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good to others, I shall have many fellow-mourners 

for the ball, if not fbr Frank Churchill, but Mr. 
fCmghtley will be happy. He may spend the evening 
with his dear William Larkins now if he likes,” 

Mr. fCnightley, however, showed no triumphant 
happiness. He could not say that he was sorry on his 
own account; his very' cheerful look \\ ould have 
contradicted him he had; but said that he was sorry 
for the disappointment of the others, and with 
considerable kindness added: 

\ou, Emma, who have so few opportunities of 
dancing, you are really out of luck; you are very 
much out of luck!" 

It was some days before she saw Jane Fairfax, to 
judge ol her honest regret in this woeful change; but 
when they did meet, her composure was odious. She 
had been particularly unwell, suffering form 

headache to a degree, which made her aunt declare, 

that had the bal l taken place, she did not think Jane 
could have attended it. 
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